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I • • •  never • • •  met • • •  a • • •  good • • •  teacher • • •  who • • •  wasn•t • • •  

still • • •  learning • • •  

We•ve all been reminded of the retiring teacher who,it was 
said, taught one year, forty times. We laugh and bury our 
stack of annual pions and goals a bit deeper in our file lest 
someone discover its year-to:-yea r similarity.· 

There•s no ha rm, clearly, in staying with a winning game 
plan as long as you •re undefea ted. lt1s frightening, however, 
to be reminded that eve�y year brings new rule changes in the 
game of learning. Or to discover thatyou ought to be a lea rn­
ing coordinator (catalyst), instead of an ever-verbalizing ar­
tesian well of knowledge. Or to hea r, via the grapevine, that 
one day, perhaps soon, someone will be around to as� you if 
you know what you1ve been doing all year (accountability), 
or measure how well you•ve done it (assessment). 

By informal interviewing here and there l1ve learned that: 
many teachers do not belong to the national or state organi­
zation of their teaching area1that few subscribe to the journal 
of their disci pi ine, and that fewer still read the current re­
sea rch in their field. 

Where do you fit in this classification? Are you growing 
professionally? If you a re not a growing teacher,chances are 
you•re a routine, run-of-the-mill, obsolete peda gogue. He 
who would instill a love for learning in others, must love it. 
himself. 

Would your Lord consider you a dedicated professional? 
0 FATHER Teach me the value of learning. Remind me, dai­
ly, that I ought to excel, "heartily, as to the Lord, and not 
unto men • • •  ? 
TODAY I WILL Read a journal in my field ·or a book written 
to help me improve as a teacher. Or-considerjoiningthe.na­
tional organization of my field. 
BIBLE· FRAGMENT: Colossians 3:17, 23-24 

From Good Morning, Lord: Meditations for Teachers by Don 
Mainprize. Copyright 1974 by Baker Book House, Grand Rapids,_ 
Michigan, and used with permission. '.• 
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ito rial 
In a world where c hange is as rapid 

as artillery fire, the barrage of criti­
cism directed at educators in g enera l 
furnishe s more tha n a mple fire for 
Christian teac hers to counterattack as 
well . 

Christian educators .. committed to 
cause a nd King cannot duck .  Theirs is 
the c harge to discern the real enemies 
in order to overcome them, knowing 
that if Christ b e  Commander-in- Chief 
:Victory is sure . 

Enemies, however, are camouflaged 
in sober educational curiosities: 

Teaching techniques and technology 
seem to improve methodology although 
coZ.Z.ege entrance exam scores continue 
to decline. 

Diagnosis of learning disabilities 
becomes increasingly sophisticated, 
whi Z.e the cost of specialists becomes 
increasingly prohibitive. 

Sa laries have beco me respecta ble 
whiZ.e the capability of many parents 
to pay dec Zines. 

Christian sc hools . proliferate at­
though enroZ.Z.ment declines. 

Recognition of secul ar humanism as 
tha "religion" of· p ublic education 
grows a mong the populace,  but sacri­
ficial. commitment among parents [most 
of whom are Christian school. aZ.unmi) 
appears to wane. 

The need for emphatic, lucid inter­
preta tion of the a bsolute truth of ·.3od•  s 
Word in all disciplines and areas of 
li fe b ec omes increasingly importapt 
as relative "truth" continues to de­
vour its victims. 
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T he enemy refuses to stand up for clear 
and c ertain recognition. This, of course, 
precludes specific, detailed planning for 
the future of Christian education and its 
journal .  

We do know Who holds the plans, and 
because He does, I,asthe new CEJ edi­
tor, see an  exciting and challenging fu­
ture . 

T he CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS JOURNAL 
spea ks through and to Christian�dlcators. 
It see ks to be the forum for direction from 
and dialogue among Christian educational 
leaders, innovators, researchers, theo­
reticians a nd practitioners. It seeks to 
stimula te and assist Christian educators 
who desire to maintain professional ex­
cellence becoming to servahts of "Him 
whose name they bear a nd teach. 

For a dozen years CEJ has developed 
and advanc ed under the excellent edi­
torial direc tion of .Dr. Donald Oppewal 
of the education departmeht of Calvin 
College,  Grand Rapids, Michigan. His 
departure does not leave empty shoes,l;mt 
it does 1 eave very larg.e footprints to 
follow.  

Following is not enough, nor is it the 
task of the editor. She must lead • .  Hope­
fully, a publication mirrors the profession 
it speaks to and for as much as a profes­
sion reflects. the periodical it publishes. 

A maga zine is as good as its contribu­
tors . If the Christian educational pro­
fession and its journal need each other 
(and I think they do) , I pray the excite­
ment and challenge will be yours, as it 
is  mine, to serve and to be

· 
served by the 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATORS JOURNAL. 

I 
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1olence, 
____. Sport and 

Christianity 
WHAT I S T H E R E S P 0 N S I B I L I T Y 0 F A C H RI S T I A N C 0 A C H I N D E A L­

IJ'fG WITH VIOLENCE IN SPORTS? OR, CAN A CHRISTIAN PARTIC­

IPATE IN SPORTS THAT ARE BECOMING MORE INCREASINGLY VIO­

LENT? 

In a society that obviously is be­
coming more impatient, a Christian's 
attitude toward and participation in 
sports could possibly change over the 
next decade if morality andChristianity 
no longer prevail. This statement is 
made in the light of increased violence 
in three areas� violence toward refer­
ees, fights between players of oppos­
ing teams and general disrespect of 
people towards one another at sporting 
contests. 

Some months ago, while I was doing 
research on sports and Christianity, I 
became intrigued with John Wesley's 
work in England during the 18th centu­
ry. What happened to English people 
during this period and how their life 
style changed through the efforts of 
Wesley is a most fascinating story. 
J. W. Bready in his book England Before 
and After Wesley states that England 
between 1660 and 1740 threw off the 
restraint of Puritanism and plunged in­
to godlessness,drunkenness, immoral-. 
ity, dishonesty ( in peasants as well 
as high government officials) , po:rrtog­
raphy, obscene plays, gambling, and 
national lotteries. Did this occur be-
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cause of a depression or recession? No! 
An affluent society existed. The problem, 
according to historians, was. that a spir­
itual atrophy and moral decay had crept 
into the masses of people. They had 
moved to deism, which taught that what­
ever god there was was nothing more 
than the first cause, a force that made 
the world the way a clock maker makes a 
clock. To the English, who had already 
rejected the idea of moral restraint; deism 
proved especially welcome. 

Along ·with this move toward deism 
came another phenomenon it was called 
the "Gin Craze .. " Gin, in the estimation 
of Bishop Benson, made the English peo­
ple what they never were before, cruel 
and inhuman. 

How did all of this affect .sports? Eng­
lish society, changed for the worse, be­
gan to indulge in all forms of cruelty to 
animals and humans alike. People be­
came so callous that they could look on 
suffering and delight on it. Of such 
present-day sports as baseball, cricket, 
or football rugby, its ancestry, they knew 
nothing. No, the popular sports of the 
day were baiting bulls, bears, badgers; 
teasing and torturing cats, dogs, rams, 
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cocks , and ducks; bludgeoning prize 
fighters; drunken bra wling; gambling; 
a nd sex ( yes, sex was· consi:dered a 
sport) . These were the basic sports. 
Horse racing was far from what we 
know it to be· today; then flogging 
horses and riders , jostling , kicking , 
beating other riders' eyes -out , and 
knocking teeth out was all part of  the 
game. Those who lost bets often bea t 
the losing jockey wi th stones , sti cks , 
ropes and whips . Advertisements in 
the press displa yed names of men or 
women who challenged anyone to a fist 
fight . An advertisement in a 1717 
Londo n  paper promoted a co nte st calied 
blunts ;it involved six young men fight­
ing wi th sti cks, "wi th the prize being 
given to the man who broke the most 
heads . "  

When Wesley saw all this, his prob­
lem was comparable to that of  the 
ea rly Christians faced wi th the deci­
sion to participate in or a ttend the 
Roman gladiatorial contest . How did 
he react to his problem? His decision 
wa s to atte mp t , through preaching the 
Gospel ,  to change the hearts of men 
a nd women and free them from the cru­
elty and barbarism , the lust, and 
the excessivene ss associated with 
the name of  sport . His aim wa s to see 
the nation ' s soul .cleansed;. then when 
this was comple ted to establisha new, 
elevated conception of sport �nd life 
style . He believed that any program 
to reconstruct so ciety without redemp­
tion of the individua l was·unthinkable. 
He believed that saving sinners with 
no aim at transferring them into crusa ­
ders against social sin wa s equally 
unthinkable . Some hav e  said his 
me thod of crusading against sin was a 
"thou sha lt not" program. Whatever 
one ma y call it , the results were tre­
mendous. T he ba sis of his progra m 
was: do not harm;avoid evil; do good ; 
attend the ordinances of  God: do not 
profane the name or day of God; do 
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no t buy, sell and drink liquors; do not 
fight; quarrel , or brawl; do no t return 
evil for evil; give food to the hungry and 
clothe the needy . 

What doe s thi s  all me an to coaches , 
athletes and fans? One, we should ne v­
er forge t that sportsmanship and forms 
of recreation we now have rna y never 
have existed if  it were not for the influ­
e nce of We sley's Christianity. Two, 
though partic ipation in sport is not a sin, 
we mu st not become a part of the problem 
by becoming ide nti fied with the. problem of· 
sport; we must ide ntify rathe r with the 
claims of Christ . Three ,like the· Christ­
ian converts of We sley's time , we· must 
do all we can to influence the standards 
of ,si'Ociety wherever and whenever we 
can . 

Don Tavolacci, Director of Athletics and 
Physical Education, Trinity Western Col­
leg, Langley, British Columbia, Canada 

PROF ESSIONAL GRO WTH THROUGH 
A PROF ESSIONAL ORGANIZATION 

Stan De  Jager  

TEACHING (IS) (IS NOT)  A PROF ESSIO N 
Robert L .  Mulder 

SHO ULD TEACHERS UNIONIZE ? 

YES - Lester De Koster 
NO -John Vander Ark 

The Christian Educators Journal 



THE PLACE OF 
DRAMA ON THE CHRISTIAN CAMPUS 
GERALD BARON 

It a ppea rs obviou s tha t men were 
crea ted with a n  ins a ti a b l e  curio s ity . 
A s  huma n s  we ne e d  to know a b ou t  our­
s e lve s , our world , a nd our pla ce in the 
world . Thi s de s ire t o  know a nd unde r­
s ta nd ha s been ma nife s ted in a va rie ty 
of  wa y s  during the h i s tory of ma n .  

O n e  of the mo re o bviou s a nd recent 
ma n i fe s ta tion s  is the systema tic mea ns 
to knowledge k nown a s  the s cientific 
method . T he fact tha t this pa rticula r 
me th od ha s b e e n  s o  wide1y e mb ra ced 
b y  o.ur culture is  i nd ica tive of the k i nd 
of pe ople we a re , but it i s  not the on­
l y  a pproa ch to knowle dge a nd unde r­
s ta nd i ng . Anothe r a pproa ch: has be en 
throug h the fine a rt s . 

F rom the v e ry b e g i nning of ti me , 
man's cre a ti o n s  in the rea l m  of a rt have 
s p rung not fro m mere curio sity, but from 
a confronta tio n  with my s te ry . To the 
a rti s t s -among men a nd the a rti s t  in 
eve ry ma n , life ha s a lwa y s  b e e n co n­
ceive d a s  my s te rio us a nd ineffa ble . 
" Wha t i s  the na tu re of life , the mea n­
i ng of  my exi s te nce , wha t purpos e  do/ 
I fulfill i n  the co s mo s , who or wha t 
i s  G od?" T he s e  a re the que s tion s tha t 
have confounded the a rti s t. th roug h a ll 
time a nd continue to do s o . Out of the 
des ire to crea t e  some ord er out of the 
cha o s  of his exi s tence , ma n ·ha s ere­
a te d h i s  fine st  wo rks • 

There ·ha ve bee n ma ny a ttempt s to 

March, 1977 

divert the na ture a nd purpo s e  of a rt from 
the co nce rn wi th truth, be a u ty a nd un­
d e r s ta nding . U l ti ma te l y ,  the s e  a tte mpt s  
ha ve not be e n  succe s sful . Art is  be ­
tra yed/v i ola ted i f  it i s  ca lled upon to be 
me re decora tion a nd q uick l y  re j ect s a t­
te mpts of re ducti on to ho mi letics . 

The C hri s tia n C hurch ha s a ra ther cur­
iou s hi s tory of rela tions hip �ith art. She 
ha s sti mula ted and encourag e d  the g re a t­
e s t work s fro m Micha ela ng e lo's Sis tine 
C ha pel ceili ng, to Ha ndel's Me s s ia h, to 
T .  S .  E l i ot.' s " M urder i n  the Ca thedra l." 
And ye t, a s  it wa s in the ca se of M edie ­
va l drama , the C hurch ha s often found her­
s e l f  s oundly conde mni ng the "mo n s ter' s he 
ha s j u s t  s ucce e ded in cre a ting . Perha p s  
D o rothy Sa yers  s a id this b e s t: 

" TH E  C H U R C H A S  A B O D Y 
H A S N E V E R M A D E UP H E R  
M I N D A B 0 U T T H E A R T S, 
A N D  I T  I S  H A R DL Y  T O O 
M U C H T 0 S A Y  T HAT S H E 

H A S N E V E R T R I E D . Sh e h a s  
of cour s e ,  fro m ti me t o  t i m e  
puritanically denounced t h e  arts 

a s  irreligio u s  and mischi evou� or 
tried ·to exploit the -art s a s  a 

means to th e teaching of religio n 
a nd morals - b ut both the s e  atti­
tudes are fals e a nd degrading . "  
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Rega rding the a rt s, the evang e lica l  wing 
of the C hri s tian Church i s  in a ve ry ex­
ploitive state of mind. For e xa mp le, the re 
a ppea rs to be a g re a t  interest in mu s ic in 
much of the church , but mu s ic is mo s t  
commonl y looked up on a s  s o me thing tha t 
a cco mpa nie s or provide s a backg round 
for word s . It is the word s ,  or mo re p ro ­
e rly , the me s s a ge conta ined wi thin the 
word s , tha t i s  importa nt . Even when we 
hea r ins ttu mentals in· our church prog ra ms 
o r  our worship s e rvice s they a re inva ri­
a bly ins tru menta l ve rs ions o f  va riou s 
hymn s or s a c red s ongs, a nd the''ble s s ing " 
we re ce i've from them comes from the a s ­
s ocia tions of' the word s or me s s a g e . Su re ­
l y  a mu sicia n must s hudder a t  this ex­
ploita tion . For  him the.  mu s ic is the me s ­
s a g e  - the me lody a nd ha rmony, the ve ry 
s ound re a ching into his whole be ing a nd 
touching hi s life a t  the level of his ex­
pe rience a s  a huma n be ing . 

A si mil i a r  thing · i s  occu rring .in p a int­
ting . Re centl y, a s eries of a dv e rti s e me nt s  
were pla ced in the maj or eva ng:eiica i  ma g ­
a z ine s for a prod uct ca lled "Witne s s A rt. " 
The s e  w e re pa intings e s pecia lly p repa re d 
for the purpo s e  o f  e va ng e l i s m .  Throug h 
the s ymbolis m of the s ha p e  of the ma s t s  
o f  a fis hing boa t co ming out o f  a fog , or 
the bright whirr of a newborn butte rfly , the 
ha rd core unb elieve r mig ht s e e  the truth 
of the g o s pel. Any a rti s t  of integrity would 
la ug h or s corn this ignora nt explo i ta tion 
o f  pa inting . F o r· an a rtist ca nnbt pa int 
the ide a  " F or G od s o  loved the world, " un­
le s s  he is  to u se l e tte r s  a nd words . I t  
a cquire s meaning , crs Arthur Holme s s a id , 
when it become s my expe rience. And ex­
perie nce is the content of·a s igni fica nt 
pRinting . 

There is evidence tha t the church is. 
once a ga in beco ming i n te res ted in the 
dra ma tic a rt s . Thi s inte re s t  i s  not lim­
ited to the a tre but e xte nd s to televis i on 
a nd film . It a l s o  a ppea rs tha t the eva n­
g elica l church ma y be re d-i s covering the 
dra ma tic i mporta nce of the s criptu re s and 
the v e ry d ra matic na ture of C hri s tia n 
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w or s hip. There s ee m s  to be a n  increa s ­
ing interes t in liturgica l dra ma ;tha t i s  
d ra ma which fit s  irito the wor s h ip s truc­
ture 'Of the church,·a nd drama as a me a ns 
o f  C hri s tia n enterta inment such a s  in 
church s o c i a l s  a nd Sunda y evening wo r-· 
s hip s e rvice s . Unfortuna te ly, thi s  in­
te re s t  a ppears to be exploi tive ;  as well. 
T he C hurch s e ems interes ted in dra ma 
only to the extent that it is a me a s ur­
a bly succe s s ful mea n s  of eva ng e lis m .  

With this a ttitude the church will 
q u i ckl y des troy ;a nd ma ke u s eles s a 
form of a rt with g rea t power :and" influ ­
ence . D ra ma ti c  a rt ca n. eva ngeli ze i f  
b y  eva ngelize w e  mean to bring p e ople 
clo s er to G od, but it mus t  do s o  .on it s  
own term s . It ca nnot live w ith rulesim• 
p o s ed from without. For drama , l ike 
m o s t  other a rt s , explo i ta tion mea n s  
d ea th . 

To understa nd why this is so we 
mu s t  return to our s ta rting . po int . It i s  
not objective fa ct that ma n tries to 
c o mp rehend throug h a rt; it i s  s ubj ect­
tive experience . J. V. La ng mead 
C a s serly s a id , " It i s  the ha bit of the 
poet to be fa scinated by 'the s ing u ­
la r- - the :pa rticula r event , 'the unre ­
pea table experience , the unique re ­
�lity . " The a rti s t  s e ek s  to understa nd 
the mea ni ng s  of the pa rtic ula r �md out 
o f  thi s under s ta nding or la ck of it comes 
a univers a l  i n s i g ht . Knowing this , it 
i s  not d i fficult to under stand wh y the 
a rti s t  re s i s ts a n y  a ttempt s at the i m­
p o sition of o f  me s sage from without . 
One ca nnot sa y ·to an a rtist , "He re , 
communica te thi s c oncept for me . " What 
h e  corrimunica :tes or what 'he crea tes 
mu s t  come out of hi s own experience 
a nd h i s  own u nique confronta tion with 
my s tery . 

This req uirement mo s t  a s suredly 
a pplies to one of the olde s t  a nd mo st 
powerful of the fine arts - d ra ma .  
S i nce its ·  more or le s s  forma l ina ug ­
u ra tion i nto the hi s to ry of ma n i n  
Ancie nt G reece , dra ma ha s c o n s i s -
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tently played a prominent role in re­

flecting and forming the life of human 

socie ty . Although the theatre 1 a place 

for the live performance of plays 1 i s 
not as active or popular today as it 
has been in other times 1 dra rna tic art 

plays a more significant role in the 

lives of the Western worlds' citizens 

than it ever has before. 

Motion pictures have enjoyed unore­
cedented popularity; it was only tele­
vision 1 with its immediacy and conven­
jence, thatwrested the major influence 

/ from the movies. Television is without 
question the most preferred leisure time 
activity .besides sleeping and in some 
cases it may even exceed that neces­
sity. Regardless of the comments one 
may make about the content of televis­
ion programming 1 it is clear that upon 
its shoulders rests the mantle once,car­
ried by Sophocles of Ancient Greece and 
Shakes peare::?.[ .• ��U��.n.J--lliiJ.�nd. 
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Drama is important to the Christian 
for two reasons. First, it remains a pow­
erful means of sharing and communicat­
ing major human experiences including 
the human encounterwith the Beneficial 
Supernatural. Because it is a unique 
art, some of the things that can be said 
about our experience with God can be 
said in no other way. To ignore drama 
or to de s tro y it by e xplo ita tion is to 
de�y the wo rld a cce s s  to the depth of 
the Christian exp e rien ce vi s i ble only 
through this medium. 

The second reason for Christian con­
cern about drama tic art come-s from a 
realization of the tremendous impact 
that drama tic art is making on our world. 
While it is true that both popular art and 
fine art reflect the nature of the people 
of the time, it is also true that they are 
partly responsible for what we become. 
Evidence for this lies in the increasing 
concern about violence on our televis­
ion screens. Christian influence in 
this area has been notably absent. It 
seems we have adopted a see no evil ­
say no evil - hear no evil attitude • 

Meanwhile 1 the world is left to feed on 
its ow n corruption . 
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Both of these concerns share a basic 
requirement- We must do away with our 
ignorance of drama tic art. We cannot 
hope to create significant statements 
for the world to hear if we are not fa­
miliar with the tools and techniques 
necessary. The Chris�ian Church ·has 
produced dramatists of great signifi­
cance and power - T. S. Eliot and 
Chris top her Fry are two of this century. 
They were almost flukes or accidents, 
and flukes or accidents are all we can 
hope for until the church makes up her 
mind about dramatic art and decides to 
support it. We must also do away with 
ignorance if we are to influence the 
the content of the drarna tic art that fills 
the TV screens of our homes or that of 
the neighborhood movie houses. Know­
ledge and wisdom provide a basis for 
judgment; therefore,we cannotraise 
a critical voice without knowledge. If 
we cannot raise a critical voice, dare 
we hope to offer something better? Our 
duty to be shining lights in a dark 'world 
demands that we offer somethmg better. 

The Christian campus exists to serve 
man 1 s basic instinct to know and under-

stand, a�d it does this within a frame­
work that says "The fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of wisdom. " Draina 1 s 
place in such a setting will be secure 
if we realize that through dramatic art ,� 

man can make significant discoveries. 
Drama's place will be secure if we real-
ize that to e�ploit this art,. no matter 
how pure or pious the moUues, is to de-
s troy it. Drama 1 s place will be secure 
if the power of this art form to convey 
experience to other humanbeings is fu.h 
ly realized. 

As Christian educators we are hope­
ful that the students that go out ofthese. 
buildings have the capability of influ­
encing a secular world rather �han be­
ing in£1 uenced by it. Because dra rna t­
ic art plays such an important role in 
our secular world, the study of this 
form of art should form an important 
part of the Christian student's curricu­
lum. 

Gerald Baron, Drawa Instructor, Tri nity 
Western College, Langley� British Co­
lumbia, Canada 
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a step a· ed for 
spelling reform 

HELEN BISGARD 

MISSIONARIES' OPINIONS 
Teac hers , better than other profes­

sio nals , know the difficulties i nherent 
in Eng l ish spel l ing . However, they 
have not been in a positi on to do muc h  
about it, a s  have been Christia n mis ­
sionaries . 

F ra nk C .  L a ubach , the famous eva n­
gelistic linguist, recalls , " I n  the year 
193 0  on the Philippin e  Isl a nds the 
problem was to tea c h  the Maranaw 
people t o  read a nd write . Their l a n­
guage had never been written, a nd so 
to t e ach ea c h  spoken sound, I assig ned 
a letter of our Ro man al pha bet. In a 
few months we devel oped a phonetic 
method of teaching which was so effec ­
tive that practic al!  y everyone could 
prono unce all  written words i n  his Jan:-

March, 1977 

guage in a few days . Within a. year , 
several tho usa nd Mara naws were read ­
ing t he Bib le in their l a nguage . 

The superintendent of sc hools for th e 
Philippines i nvited me to devise the 
sa me method for the other Malay d�a­
lects 0 1 found that the p eople ha d 
little -difficulty associatii.ng a sound 
with the letter which represented it . 

Reports of our suc cess resulted in 
invitations t o  vario us parts of theworld 
to make phonetic l essons . My asso­
ciates and I reduced to writing over 
300 l a nguages in 103 countries . We 
fou nd that a ny perfectly reg ular a lpha ­
bet c o uld be tau ght quickly a nd easil y .  

I n  1967 we were asked to teach 

Eng l ish to the Chinese in Hong Kong , 
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the British crown colony 0 We soon 
realized that  the most difficul t-�of all 
langua ges to teach is English, because 
its spelling is so chaotic and misl ead­
l.ng . Half of the words in English are 
spelled one way and pronounced another, 
so that  there is  no reliabl e way to pro­
nounce them. 

We began a new approach, throwing 
out the irregular spellings of our tra ­
ditiona l  alphabet and substituting a 
one-for-one phonetic a lphabet, that is 
one letter for each sound a nd one sound 
for each letter . We consid er there are 
42 sounds in E ng lish,  and so used 4 2 
letters or digraphs like /ch/ . ·we 
showed on a picture chart a Cantonese 
word having the beginning sound of a 
letter being taught, and next to it the 
correspond ing Engl ish l etter. 

It took the avera ge student about two 
months to become proficient in saying 
every sound instantaneously. After 
that  he pronounced 5 0 0 0  words, or 
10 , 0 0 0 , or 10 0 , 0 0 0 , or a ll the words in 
the dictionary! It is a stonishing 
how swiftl y the Chinese l e arned the 
English sounds from that Ca ntones e ­
English chart . T hen with the utmost 
ease,  they read The Story of Jesus 
written in n�w spell ing. 

Besid es the non - Engl ish speaking 
Chinese there was a nother tre mendous 
group in Hong Kong who were a lready 
using some English . T hey were the 
million students in the primary, middl e,  
and higher schools. They too needed 
our course in the phonetic code, for 
they were trying toread a nd a ppreciate 
Shakesp eare a nd Chaucer and to write 
good essays, but most of them could 
not pronounce the words they had 
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learned to read. 
Those enrol led in the Hong Kong 

Baptist Col lege a nd Augsb erg Lutheran 
College were the first to use our new 
spelling, and were followed by stu­
dents in many other institutions . "  

After Dr 0 Laubach saw how succe s s ­
ful regulari zed spelling wa s for teach­
ing beginners in the Far East, he urged 
educ ators in America a nd England to 
tr y th e system when introducing read-

ing to beginners. He assi s ted in de­
vising Word E nglish Sp elling which is 
the system pro moted by the Phonemic 
Spelling Council , Box 96, T eachers 

Coll ege, Columbia University, New 
York 1 0 02 7 . 

There have been other missionaries 
whose contacts with many languages 
and dial ects have shown them the need 
for a simpl er English system. During 
the time that  Rev. Rol f  Veenstra was 
station�d in Africa , he wrote in the 
Christian Reformed B A N N E R , "The 
Africans are eager to l earn English and 
are making valiant efforts. Many speak 
it _re markably well .  Writing it, of 
course, is a nightmare. The letter 
/c/ for exa mple,  can be pronounc ed as 
[k] , [s] , or  [ch] 0 Even in America s uch 
absurdity is  the cause of many dropouts 
from school . " 

ORTHOGRAPHIC ABSURDITIES 

The inconsiste nci es to which Rev . 
Ve enstra referred become evident when 
one considers that  in English there are 
342 spel lings for the 17 vowe l  sounds­
an average  of 2 0. 7  for each - and there 
are 2 19 spell ings for 2 4 consonant 
sounds - - an average of 9 each. 
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Even the le tter /e/ a s  seen in men, which i s  considered quite consistent, has ex­
cep tions . In figure 1 are ten of the letters a nd digra ph s  used. For each of these 
spe llings there are other pronuncia tions. 

Even the •short• sound of /e/, which is considered quite 
consistent, has exceptions. 

Different sp�llings for the /e/ sound are proj ected into 

a thir d dimension to show the many diffe�ent pronunciations 

for these same spellings and the possibilities of error when 

lear n ing to read them. 

An exa mple which comes to any teacher's mind is the /ough/ a nomaly a s  heard 
in words: through, though , thought, bought, coug� a nd e nough • To add 
to the confu-sion ,  the vowel sound in the firs t word throuah is spelled differently 

• . aJ- . • 

in other riming words: moon, crew ,_do , soup,  truly, true, a nd fruit. How con-

fusing for the learner! 

If there were only 
one wa y to spell 
a spe ech sound , 
confusion would 
be elimina ted . 
(see figure 2 ) 

March , 1 '177 

In a consistent one-to-one spelling system there are no 

third dimensional variations. There is only one way to spell 

the •short e" of speech. 

This same illustration could be used for all other vowels 

and for consonants. 
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PLANS FOR I f'IPROVEMENT 

In the days of our nation• s founding , 
Benjamin Franklin and Noah Webster 
saw the need for eliminating inconsis­
tent spelling s , but they and the Ameri­
can people were diverted by the eco­
nomic afflictions facing .the country . 
Neverthele s s  conc erned group s have 
kept the is sue al ive for two hundred 
years . Since 18 7 6 the Simpler Spell­
ing As sociation and its succeeding or­
ganization , the Phonemic Spelling 
Council have striven to develop an al­
phabetic code which will be as near 
ideal as pos sible without cau sing so  
much disruption that people will 
rej ect it . Adoption of a new spelling 
might be done by government decree if 
C ongre s s  first e stablis hed a C o mmis­
sion directed to determine what the 
improved orthography should be . 

However , ·a s was shown by the 
government• s acceptanc e  of the metric 
system , C ongres s doe s  not act until 
the citizens of each state demand it . 
C itiz ens do not act until they are p er­
suaded of the need for and fea sibility 
of change . A long incubation period 
always precedes a reformation . The 
Phonemic Spelling C ouncil (PSC)  ha s a 
pl an for hastening the germination . 
PSC admits that the reform of adult 
spelling may be two or three genera­
tions in the futur e , and is  res igned to 
devoting it s efforts to res earch the ef­
fect of the simpler s ystem on reading 
readine s s ,  u s e  of the standard key­
board typewriter by youngsters in the 
earliest grad e s , and similar detail s . 

Other sp elling reform group s, impa­
tient with the PSC's empha sis  on re­
search , wish to accomplish s omething 
right now . One plan ha s been put into 
effect by the Spelling Action Society 
of Au stralia (SAS) . The procedure i s  
t o  introduc e s mall chang e s  gradually . 
When Step One ha s become thoroughly 
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fa miliar to and accepted by the public , 
Step Tw� will be added . When that is 
universally used , the third step is to 
be introduced . 

Step One (SRl) state s :  

Write /e/ for the clear short 
vowel sound as  in bet re ­
gardl e s s  of pre s ent usage. 
(Eny , redy , sed , etc . )  

An example is: Ag en the red hen s ed 
to her frend s , the hefer and the lepard , 
I ges s I won' t  drop ded if r shed my 
fethers . 

Only in a silly sentence such a s  this 
would a large number of I e/ words ap­
pear . In normal newspaper pro se the 
number of changed /e/ words is e sti­
mated to be only six p er thousand 
since  the majority of short /e/ sound s  
are spelled consistently . 

The SAS through it s American branch 
repre s entative , Robert Mayhew , Box 
285, Calexico , California 92231, dis­
tributes printed slips to me mbers to 
enclose in their correspondence: "I use  
SeR . l .  I write�for the clear short 
vowel • • •  , .. etc . , and also rubber 
stamps to plac e the slogan on letters 
and manuscripts • 

The members of SAS represent various 
profe s sions , and have received cover­
age in the pre s s , radio , and television . 
The Australian Teachers• F ederation on 
January 8, 1975, adopted the re solu­
tion: " That this Conference of A.T . F . 

recommend to state education authori­
ties  and the C ommonwealth School s 
Commis sion that Spelling Reform Step 
One (S . R . 1 . )  be  introduced in all State 
School s ."  High school student editors 
were among the first to adopt the us e 
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of So RoL in their papers. 

,A STEP FOR TEACHERS 

Spelling Action, the monthly publica­
tion of.SAS urges that also in the United 
States a teacher who feels that  future 
generations of children and adults wil l 
benefit from sensible spe lling,  influ­
enc e  fellow staff members, the school 
admi nistration, a,nd parents to a llow 
the optional spelling . As peopl e in  
general become accustomed to the short 
/e/ d eviation, they will be more likely 
to realize how great would b e  the bene­
fi ts of a thorough spell ing reform. It 

.SCIENTIFIC CREATIONISM Published by 
Creation - Life Publishers, San Diego, 
California (210 0 Gre enfie ld Drive, El 
Cajo n, California 9 2 0 2 1) 2 7 7  pages . Re­
vie wed by Dr. Gary Parker, Associate 
Professor of Biolog y, Dordt College, 
Sioux Center, Iowa . 

It ought to e mbarrass us that reformed 
scholarship , with all its vaunted the lo­
gical and philosophical  unde rpinning, has 
not been able to produce a nything canpar­
able in quantity and qu.ali .y to t!1e crea.­
tionist educational materials produced by 
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may be that  American educators will 
ta ke the step in order to help future 
generations 0 

Helen Bonnema Bisgard, Ed. D. Univer­
sity of Denver, formerly elementary 
teacher, principal� professor of 
education Colorado Women's College� 
now secretary of the Phonemic Spell­
ing Council. 

VIEWS 
the Institute for Creation Research ( ICR ) 
during the first five ye9rs of its existence. 
A host of generally well- done classroom 
supp lements, some for both public a nd 
Christia n schools, have been prepared 
for use at most e lementary a nd secondary 
grades .  SCIENTIFIC CREATIONISM c·ould be 
used as a textbook at  the advanced high­
s chool or collegiate l evel, but it is irten�d 
a s  a resource book for tea chers who may 
want to adapt its material  for use in dif­
ferent cour e n'ts at va rious gra de levels� 

turn to page  29 
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Dance Education 
for Children 

SHAR I FAR ROW 

First of a ll , wha t i s  da nc e ? Da nce , 
move m e nt which is e xpre s s ive and a e s ­
the tic, i s  a me a n s  o f  communica ting 
with othe rs a nd G od . There a re two 
·typ e s  of movement , functiona l and e x­
p re s sive . Rudolp h  La bl!ln1 the· re nowne d 
da nce educa tor , called the first type 
" doing 1"  a nd the· :second type "dane-

There are many forms -of ·danc e ;  not 
.a l l  of them a re suita ble for childre n .  
Ba l let , tap d ance, mo dern ja z z  1 ba l lroom 
dance 1 and " fa d II dance a re not a ppro­
pr iate for u se in dance educat ion in the 
scho ols o The y a re adole sce nt a nd 
adult da nce a ctiviti e s. It mus t be real­
i zed tha t there is a d ifference between 

EVEN THOUGH FOLK DANCE � 
IS SU ITAB LE FO R USE IN 

THE ELEMEN TARY SCHOO� 

THE TYPE OF DAN CE THAT 
IS THE MOS T APPROPRIATE· � 

AND BENEF IC IAL TO C H ILD­

REN Is II c R·E AT I v E DA NcE . 

ing . "  " '  Doing• i s  purpo s ive a nd p re ­
s e rve s  .l i fe; 'da nc i ng '  is .  nece s s a ry to 
re c ove r from the s tra in of 'doi ng'�(, 
(Joa n Russ e l l, C rea tive Moveme nt a nd 
Da nce for Childre n, .Pg. 1) Functiona l 
move ment s uch a s  i s  i nvolved in g a me s  
a nd s port s ,  i nvolve s the ma s tery of the 
bod y .in order. to me e t  p ra ctica l cha l­
leng e s ;  e xpre s sive move ment dea ls 
with the ma s te ry of the bod y i n  orde r to 
ma ke cre a tive use of the la ngua g e  of 
move ment . (ib id) . 
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dance that is often ta ught to chil dren 
�nd childre ri • s da nc.e. :Some folk 

d a nce s, are too com pl ica ted and exa ct 

for chil dren , bu t others are natura l 

and informa l. Ma ny Chris t ians ob­

ject to the c l o s e  c onta ct involved in 

soc ia l  dance; however 1 folk ·da nce 

does no t require th i s. 

Eve n thoug h folk dance i s  suita ble 
for use i n  the eleme nta ry s chool , the 
type .of da nce tha t is the mo s t  a ppro-
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pria te a nd bene fici a l  to children i s  
I I  crea tive da nce • I I  

Thi s  a rt form i s  a l s o  known a s  " e du -. 
a tiona ! d a nce, " rhythm ic mo vement " I 

" cre a ti ve mo ve m ent , "  a nd " cre ati ve 
rhythm ic mo vement. " Und er the guid­
ance of a co mpetent tea cher, ch il d ren 
a re encoura ged to us e th e ir bCi d ie s  to 
expre s s·  them sel ve s .  Th� y  a re not 
taught structured dance s. C h il'dren 
lea rn to move their bod ie s  in wa y s  
that will co mmunicate wha t  they want 
to s a y, or they creat i'\lely da nce to 
mus ic, percus s ion in s truments, or po ­
etry. The type o f  da nce tha t will  
prima r ily be cons idered in t h i s  a rt i­
cle i s creative dance . 

own move ment ca p a ci ti e s a nd limita ­
tio n s . B ody me cha nic s  a nd po s ture 
ca n b e  ta ug ht inci d e nta lly thro ug h  
dance ; p rop e r  bod y ca rria g e  a nd th e 
mo s t  e fficient wa y s  of moving s hould 
be s tre s s ed . D a nce ca n be a vigor­
ou s  a cti vity a nd a chi ld ' s leve l o f  
phy s ica!  fitne s s  ca n b e i mproved 

throug h i t . Student s  ca n be come a c ­
qua inted with rh ythm b y  moving to 
mus i c  or pe rcus s ion i n s tru ments. 

M E N T A L L Y, C H I L D R E N  
N E E D  D A N C E 

T h e  cogni tive develop ment of  stu ­
dent s  can be a ided by a pla nne d  pro -

A W E L L - P L A N N E D  P R O G R A M �­
O F  D A N C E  C A N C O N T R I ­
B U T E  T O  A CH I L D ' S  PH Y S I ­
C A L  I M E N T A L , E M O T I O N A L .  
S O C I AL, A ND S P I R I T U A L  D E - f 
V E L O P M E N T . E A C H  O F  
TH E S E A S P E C T S  W I L L  B E  
C O N S I D E RE D  I N D I V I D UA LL Y. 

B e ca u s e  crea tive da nce ha s limit­
l e s s  p o s s ibilitie s ,  the da nce experi ­
ence s hould be a n  e s sentia l ingred ­

ient in the curriculu m .  

A well-pla nned p rogra m o f  d a n c e  
ca n contribute t o  a child's p hy s i ­
ica l , me nta l , e moti ona l , socia l a nd 
s p iritua l develop ment . E a ch of the s e  
a s pect s  will b e  cons id e red ind ividu ­
a ll y . 

PH Y S I C A L L Y I CH I L D R E N  
N E E D  D A N C E 

Throug h  crea t i ve dance and the 
explora tion of mo vement in vol ved 
therein a ch ild ga in s  the a bil ity t9 
control h i s  bod y. He d i s co ver s h i s  

Ma rch , 1977 

gra m of dance. A ch ild ca n better un ­
derstand the a rt form of danc e  and its 
compone nt s  b y  exper ienc ing it f irst­
hand. Al s o, the na ture of creative 
move me nt ne ce s s ita te s a p roble m ­
s o l vi ng approa ch. "C rea tive opportunity 

is pro vid e d  in dance a cti vit ie s for pro­
blem s ol ving, exper imenta t ion, d i s co v­

e ri ng ,  ta k i ng cha nce s , de s i g n i ng , ·ta k i ng 
clues, m a k ing cho ices and j udg ments 
. . . " (G la d y s fle m i ng, C rea tive Rhythmi c 
Moveme n t , pg . 9 ) . Throug h the pro­

blem - s o l ving approa c h  a chi ld lea rn s  
t o  l i s ten and follow d irect ions , ident­
ify a nd sol ve the problem. He a c­

qui re s  a n  a tt itude o f  inquiry a nd · e x-
p e rie n c e s the j o y  of di s cove ry. The s e  
t h ing s a re a ll o f  extreme importance in 
t he m en ta l  d e velopment o f  the child . 
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They r e a d i l y  carry over � i nt o  other 
area s of s choolino . 

E M 0 T I 0 N A L L Y, C H T L  D R  E N 
N E E D  D A N C E  

C rea tive da nce ca n ·help a child to 
unde r s ta nd a nd a pp re cia te the body 
G od ha s give n hi m . T hi s  add s to the 
s tud e nt ' s e motiona l d e ve lop me nt . 
The re a re no fa ilure s in crea tive 
da nce ; . c hildre n  deve lop s e lf-c onfi­
de nce . C rea tive moveme nt help s in 
the a chieve me nts o f  body control ; 

thi s p h y s i c i a l  co ntrol i s  dfr-e ctl y  
rela ted t o  e mo tiona l  s elf c ontrol . 
Throug h · the p roble m - s olving a p­
p roa ch to da nce educa ti o n , childre n  
lea rn to take re s p o n s ibility fo r the i r  

· own l e a rning . Al s o, s tude nt s  te nd 
to be come le s s  a fra id of g ra pp l i ng 
with . new p robl e m s ;  a co nfide nce 
tha t the y  ca n cope with new s itua­
tion s  re sults . Throug h the e xpre s­
s ive nat-ure of crea tive d a nce child­
re n lea rn to open up a nd b e  hone s t  
a bout the m s e lve s . Thi s too, c a n  
build e moti ona l hea lth. unde r the 
s e n s itive guida nce of a wi s e  tea ch ­
e r . 
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S O C I A L L Y , C H . I L D R E N  
N E E D  D A N C E 

The s o c ia l ly -developed in d ivid ua l_ 
is  able to communi ca te effe ctively 
w ith others . "C rea tive rh ythmi c move -

. 
ment, w it h  guidance a n d  encoura ge­
ment, g ive t he ch il d  the . a b il ity to 
produce a n d contr o l  the mo vement h� 
a s an ind ividua l ,  w i s he s to use s o 
tha t he ca n 's a y' t0 othe rs wha t he 
wi s he s  to sa y . " ( Fleming , pg . 4 ) 
C hi ldre n who s ha re their move ment 
di s coveri e s  wi th the re s t of the 

g roup g e t  to know their peers a nd 
a nd ga i n  re spect a nd a ppre cia tio n 
for othe rs . Folk da nce b y  i t s  ve ry 
na ture ,  contribute s to a s tude nt ' s 
social developme nt .  

S P I R I T U A L L Y , C H I L D R E N  

of 
it 

N E E D D A N C E  

D a nce i s  not o nl y  a 
communica ti ng with 

i s  a l s o  a wa y to 

mea n s  
othe rs , 

com-
muni ca te with G od . Do not 

The Christian Educators Journai 



l o s e  s i g ht of David da ncing before the 
Lord . Wouldn ' t  i t  be wonderful to 
watch childre n expre s s  by mea n s  of 
da nce wha t · God mea n s  to the m . It i s  
a thoroug hly s c riptura l  wa y to g lorify 
G od . " Le t  the m pra i s e  H i s  na me with 
da nci ng : ( .  P s . 1 4 9 : 3 c f . P s . 3 0 : 1 !: 
P s . 1 5 0 : 4 ) . O f  a ll the me a n s b y  which 
G od ca n b e  wors hip e d , surely da nce i s  
the mo s t  ig nore d . Pe rha p s  G od ' s child ­
re n ,  i f  not H i s a dults , ca n re in sti tute 
i t . ·

" The re ca n be no doubt tha t da nce 
und e r  wi s e  a nd c o mpete nt lea dership 
is  pa rt of  the tota l educa tive proce s s� ·  
( Ruth M urra y.� Dance _i n Ele me ntn rv 

E du ca tioh , pg : 6) It ca n contribute 
to every fa cet o f  the child a nd to 
eve ry a spect of the curri cul u m . S i nc e  
the ba s i s  of da nce i s  move ment, it fit s 
a s  pa rt of the p rog ra m  of ph y s i ca l  e d ­
uca tio n. H owever, moveme nt a nd dance 
ca n b e  i nte rg ra ted into other a rea s of  
the curri culu m a s  we ll . Mov e m e nt a c ­
tivitie s ' le nd the m s e lve s t o  ce rta i n  
cla s sroom lea rni ng s itua ti o n s  i n  the 
a re a s of la ng ua g e  a rt s  a nd s·ocia l 
s tudie s .  Childre n  ca n b e  e ncoura g e d  

to move t o  poetry or storie s .  C ha nt s, 
fo!k da nc i ng , a nd rhythmic move me nt 
ca n be incorpora ted i nto studie s of 
cultura l ,  na tiona l, or g e og ra phic ba ck ­
g round s .  B ook s on da nc e ( s e e  B ibli ­
og ra p h y) ca n furni s h  ma n y  othe r p ra c ­
ica l idea s ;  however, a n  a lert a nd cre ­
a tive tea che r .  ca n doubtle s s  s ugg e s t  
other i nte g ra tive idea s .  

J�ro me B ru ner , in hi s b ook , The 

Proce s s  of E ducation, s e t s  forth crite ria 

for determining wha t to i nclude in the 
curriculum . He po s e s  the que s tion , 
" I s  i t  worth a n  a d ult knowing ? "  Ahd 
he a l s o  a s k s , " Doe s ha ving k nown it 
a s  a child ma ke the pers on a b. e tte r a ­
dult ? " (Ru s sell , pp . 5-6) A s  C h ri s tia n s  

w e  mig ht a sk the que stion , " D oe s it 
make the p e r s o n  a bette r s e rva nt of 
of God ? " H opefull y , i t  ha s b e e n  
made evid e nt tha t da nce me ets a ll o f  
a bove criteria • 

C hri sti a n  educa tors a re here b y  en­
coura g ed to a ffirm the concept tha t 
there i s  " . . . A time to da nce " a nd 
a ·  pla ce for da nce in the s chool cur­
ri culum . 

Shari Farrow, student, Covenant Col­
l ege, Lookout Mountain, Tennessee 
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Prin pa l 's 
rspective 

One of the priorities on most school 
board topic agendas over recent years 
ha s been the matter of admission poli­
cies. Thi s had been an item of concern 
in  earlier years of the Christian  schools' 
existence , but the tenor of recent dis­
cuss ions ha s a different ring. That this 
matter of admissions policies is now 
appearing on programs at a nnual tea cher 
conventions is a n indica'tion that the 
effe cts  of decisions regarding a:lrni s sions 
are far-rea ching. 

The purpose of this article is not to 
give simpl e  answers but to stimulate 
di scussion within your own school sys ­
t e m  related to your school ' s  admission 
policies. 

To as s es s  admis s i on s  polic ies and 
en ro llme nt proc ed ures in Di st rict VIII 
N. u. c . s .  sc hools , informat ion was com­
piled via a quest ionnai re se nt to each 

of the district s chool administrators 
las t fall. Some of that information 
is shared here for yo ur thinking and 
dialogu e :  

20 

A. OBSERVATIONS . MADE F RO M  RE­
VIEWING APPLICATION FORMS AND 
ADMISSIONS POLICIES OF V ARI­
O US SCHOOLS 

1 .  There is a concern about keeping 
our distinctiveness in terms of our 
Reformed position in C hristian  edu­
cation . 

2 .  Regular church attendance andrrem­
bership is a prime criteria used on 
application forms. 

3 .  Information mailed out to parents 
interested in e nroll ment is often 
very " wordy" .  

4 .  Many "foreign phrase s" in our en­
rollment information may have· little 
or no meaning to the non-Reformed 
Christian i . e .  " Ba sis of instructim 
shall be the infallibl e Word of God 
as expressed in the three standards 
of unity - Heidelberg Catechi s m ,, 
C a nons of Dort, Belgic C onfession '� 

5 .  Parents are required to sign their 
agree ment to certain code s ,  philo­
sophy and/or medical information . 

6 . _ Parents are required to wr� te a 
statement of reason for wanting 
child (ren) in Christian School . 

7 . In j unior and senior high, several 
school s  require the student to be 
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pre s e nt at the interview to deter­
mine hi s rea son for wanti�g to 
attend . 

8 .  Types  of information reque sted on 
application forms in District V III 
school s are quite uniform . 

9 . Only one application a sked the 
marital status of parents  - living 
together; - divorc ed; - s eparated . 

l 0 .  Only one application form indicated 
that the information would be kept 
in strict confidenc e . 

B .  G E N ERAL Q O M ME NT S  MADE BY 

P RI N C I PALS WHO RES P ONDED TO 
T HE Q UESTIO NNAIRE . 

l .  Pa stors'  letters of recommendatim 
paint flowery pictures about the 
fa mily;  not a good test for admitting 
a fa mily . 

2 .  Peopl e in cri si s s ituations who de g. 

perately wa nt children in our s:;J:ool s 
are not always hone st about their 
children . 

3 .  I f  pa rents from Reformed and 
Chri stia n Reformed Churche s were 
screened a s clo sely a s  parents 
from non- supporting churche s 1 we 
would have to relea se  several fa m­
ilie s now in our school s . 

4 . At times we are really concerned ; 
at other times concern depends on 
expediency . " Op en or Closed " idea 
of admi s sions depends on who the 
board me mb ers are that are inter­
viewi ng . We need thing s speUed 
out . more clearly . 

5 .  T e ach ers tend to have " tunnel" 
vi s ion when they .accept children 
of other faiths .  If  he doe s  not cau s e  
additional work I he• s okay ! 

6 . Fa milies  whom we turn down often 
qu estion how we can " j udge "  a 
Chri stian fa mily .  

7 .  Difficulty u sually come s  in imple­
mentation of the policy rather than 
the policy its elf . 

B .  Some people are really Christian 
without active church membership; 
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others are active church members 
but not C hri stians . 

9 .  We become concerned about acti­
ve! y promoting only when we need 
more desks  filled . 

l 0 . I wonder if we really know how the 
non-Reformed parent feels whEn he 
tries  to have hi s child admitted ? 
Maybe we should s olicit hi s help 
in developing a comfortable pro­
cedure . 

C .  SO ME OF THE TRENDS WHIC H 
ARE AFF ECT ING THE  C HANGlNG 
PICT URE WIT H REGARD TO 
C HRISTIAN SC HOOL ENROLL MENT 

1 . There are fewer children in C hris­
tian Reformed or Reformed families . 
Not a s  many student s  enrolling in 
the elementary grade s .  

.2 .  Increa sing problems in the public 
schools steer more parents  to our 
doors . 

3 .  Teacher strike s ,  decentralizing 
of authority ,<ci�cline of publ�c 
teacher . image s�y to the publlc 
that public schoo\ teachers are 
les s  dedicated today . 

4 .  Thrust of the Reformed witne s s  
i n  the community\ ha s exposed 

\ .. 
" otherwis e  non-Chri�tian --s-c-heok _ _ _ � - -

people .. to C hri stian education . 
5 . More American people are s e eing 

the need1 for an alternative to 
public education . 

6 .  More broken homes have a way 
of transferring parent responsi­
bility to the school. Many such 
" single " parents want the C hri s ­
tia n  school for that purpose . 

7 
• More parents can afford private 

education when they consider the 
alternative s .  

B .  I . R . S .  claus e  regarding non-dis ­
criminatory policy ha s forced 
boards to have solid rationale for 
denying a student . 

9 .  Greater premium is  being placed 

2 1  



on quality acade mic education 
and teacher qualifications a s  well 
as spiritual empha s i s  offered in 
the C hri stian school s . 

10 . Board members are becoming more 
sympathetic to other C hristians  in 
the community who wish to have 
an alternative to public school s . 

Who should be ad mitted to the Chri s ­
tian school s ? What is  our C hristian 
duty related to actively promoting our 
C hri stian education progra ms to s erve 
the need s in our community ? Should 
fa milies  from non- supporting churches 
be treated different! y in terms of  finan­
cial obl igations a nd s ociety me mber­
ship ? What voice should teachers 
have in determining admi s sion policy ? 

What type of screening proc e s s  should 
be us ed ? Who should make final de­
cisions regarding admittance ? What 
really motivate s  us in terms of our 
admis s ions policie s - decrea s ed en­
roll ment or the mandate " Train up a 
child "  ? The s e  a nd a host of other 
que stions come to mind . Our re spon­
sibility i s  prayerfully and conscien­
tou sly to consider such que stions and 
deal with them at our local level s . 

George Groen ha$ joined the CEJ 
staff as editor of this column . He is 
superintendent of the Ontario (Ca'lif­
ornia) Christian School Association 
an d principal of Ontario Christian 
High School. 

TEACH I NG ART? 
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Let the N U CS put the pieces together for you. 

C H I L D R E N'S ART and the 
C H R I STIAN TEAC H E R  
Second E d iti on  
Art, a m o n g  oth er th i n gs,  i s  a n  i n strument for 
the express i o n  of be l ief .  F i l led  with we l l  
over a h u nd red exce l lent  re p roducti ons  of 
ch i l d re n 's a rtwo rk,  many of th em co l o red, 
th i s  book p resents workable i d eas fo r 
h e l p i n g  ch i l d re n  express th e i r  fa ith v isua l l y .  

T h e  f i rst part of th is  n e w  e d i t i o n  g i ves an 
overview of a rt and th e ch u rch i n  h isto ry and 
and ex p l a i n s  the cl assroom s itu ati o n -the 
goal s ,  th e motivati o n ,  p ro blems th at m ight 
be encou nte red , and eva l uati o n  of stu dent 
work . 

Edgar B oevl 

Use of craft mater ia l s-o bjects from n ature, scraps, cut 
paper,  wood , etc . -d iscussi o n  of design and a rt apprecia·  
t ion,  and a graded seq uence of a rt act iv it ies  fo r ch i l d re n  
fo l l ow i n  t h e  second h a l f .  

Deta i l e d  b i b l iograph ical  i nformati o n  i s  a l so a n  a i d  t o  t h e  
teacher i n terested i n  fu rther stu dy . 

1 1  Super-B mm fi l ms 
6 cassette tapes 
1 student guide 

Art I & I I  
E nv i ro n me nts 
Conto u r  D raw i n g  
G estu re D raw i n g  
C l ay 

NATIONAL UNION OF CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS 
865 28th ST.,  S.  E . ,  G R A N D  R A P I DS, M I C H .  49508 

se r ies i nforms 

Co l l age 
Asse m b l age 
Sti tchery 
Ban ners 
Weaving 

R ESPO N D I N G  
I N  A RT 
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I a m  awa re of the importa nce of a ud ­
itory p e rcepti o n  i n  the lea rning proce s s. 
I do not mea n to mi ni mi z e  the value of 
vi s ua l  perception , but the i nte rrela tio n 
of  the two e nha nce s l e a rn i ng concept s . 
I bel ieve a uditory a cuity i s  ha mp e re d  
beca u s e  of  the la ck of l i s te n i ng �xper- .  
iE m�e i n  a quiet a tmo s p here . Ra lph f 
Nichols of the University of Minnesota. 

ha s ta ug ht cour s e s a i me d  a t  i mprove d 
l i ste ning . H e  s a y s , " we hav e  to wo rk 
a t  li s te ni ng , a nd the young e r  we s ta rt 
the b e tte r . " Tha t could b e  o ne rea s o n  
ma n y  s c hool s toda y have l i s te ning c e n ­
.te rs . 

Dr: . D u g g i n s ,  profe s s or a nd c ha ir ma n 
of th� C ou n c i l  of Exp eri me nt a l  Re s ea rch 
i n  R e a d i ng at the Unive rs ity o f  B ridg e ­

port , C o nn e c t i c u t , e mp ha s i z e d  not on­
l y  t h e  val u e  o f  a u d i t ory c o nc e pt s b ut 
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�------------------------------------ -- -

· Worked 

a l s o  the va l u e  of rel ati ng l ett e r s  to the 

c h i l d ' s  body i mag e . S h e  s ay s : 

A c h i l d ' s r e a d i ng mu s t l i nk l i p s_; 
t o n gu e , ey e s , e a r s  I h a n d s  a nd 

mu s cl e s  of hi s body to h e l p  h i m  

l i s t e n . T e a c h  t h e  l e tt e r s  b y  act­

i ng th e m  ou t . F or e xa m p l e :  . I f 

the l e tt e r  "h " i s  p r e s ented , draw 

a n  ''h " . Let t h e  child mak e  i t  

w i t h  hi s body . Let th e ch i l d  

tra c e  i t  a nd s a y  th e n a m e  o f  t h e  

l etter . L e t  h i m  h e a r  t h e  s ou nd . 

N o w  t h e  c hi ld k now s a n " h " . H i s 

body I ey e s , ha nd s I e a r s  ,k now a n  

"h n . Vi s i o n  d eve l o p s a l o ng wit h  

a n d  o ut o f  the ch i l d ' s a u dit or} m o ­

tor patt e rn , whi c h  fol l ow s  i n  t u r n  

t h e  d e v e l o p mental p a t t e r n  of th e 

c h i l d ' s s p e e c h . T h e · s tre ngth of 

vi s u a l  p erc epti on i s  d e p end e nt up ­

o n  t h e  fou nd ati o n . 
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I feel indebted to Dr .Duggins for some 
of the id ea s  I ' ve tried in my room. 

Wh en long: yowel sound s are intro­
duced it is important that a stud ent be 
able to hear the sound and locate it s po­
sitio n within a word . For exa mple , if 
a child hears the teacher say ''pole" he 
s hould recognize the long " o" sound and 
indica te whether it is i n  the beg inning , 
end, or middle po s i tion .  

M y  pupil s enj oy the following game. 
We plac e the diagram ( s ee figure l ) 
on the floor . When the teacher says 
"pole" pupil " A " sta nd s  next to the 
block "o " and pupi l "B " stand s in  the po­
sition of midd le b ecau s e  the "o " sound 
is in the medial pos ition of the word . 
Thi s s cores two points  for that team • 

I n  a roo m of  twenty pupils  you have 
ten teams. (Five t ea ms v s . five tea ms)  
One soon can tel l  who need s remedia­
tion in auditory skil l s . 

This list could be u s ed :  

m e t  
a p e e t c h  
s n o w  E s t h e r 
e a t  f l e d  
t e a E d  
p l a y  u s  
f r y  ---- a p p l e 

� c u b e  � u n d e r 
c u t e a n t 
f l u  g r a b  
h o e b a t h 
g o  r u n 
o a t s d r u m 
u s e  c o t  

f l i t 
Sometime nonsense words are u sed for 

a uditory tra i ning . Here are a few : 

v 
i b  
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� b  
v 

h i s 

Figure 
1 

begin-
ing 

v 
b e s 

v 
u b  

u 
h a l 

v 
b u f  

a 

e 
• 

I 

0 

u 

m i dd l e  

v 
b e n  

v 
p e p 

. , 

end 

So me enjoy putting dia critica l  mark s 
on .nonsense wo rds . Here are a few: 

v v -
a s I t i l  I f a  

v 
s e n I ne I t o 

v -
b a f f i 1 l o s 
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As short vowel s ound s  are taught , fdlow 
the s a me proc edure s .  It i s  fun to throw in 
a long vowel word every now a nd then for 
auditory di scrimination . 

Another diagra m pictured (see fig ure 2 )  
i s  u s ed to devel op auditory s kill s with shcrt 
. vowel sound s . 

-on in edge 

unde r  at 

Figure 2 

When each child has b ec ome. well ac­
quainted wit h  the short s ound of each 
vowel and can recogni z e  it , you ' re 
rea dy for thi s game . Each child i s  
sea ted o n  a cha ir . \Vhen the teacher  
give s the  so und of short "a " or give s 
a w0rd w ith a short " a" s ound , each 
child stands 'a t "  the chai r .  When the 
teacher s ays the sound of short "e11  -or 
a s hort "e "  word , each chi ld  s it s on 
the ed ge of the chair . Wh en the teach­
er u s e s  the s hort "u " sound or a s hort 
1 1U " word , the s tudent should pl ace 
hi s foot under the chair . I f  students  
copy or  im itate by watchi ng peers,  it 
is w i s e  to indi viduali ze . 

March, 1977 

Another device for auditory di scim­
ination T have u s ed is taken from the 
Michigan La nguage Program for kin­
derga rten a nd first grade . The teacher 
sits behind the student s  so they can- . 
not read l ips . The teacher pronounces  
three word s and call s on one student 
to identify them . I f  they are the 
same , the student nods  hi s head for 
"Ye s . " .  If they are not the same , the 
student s hake s head . Here are a few : 

f r u i t  f l u t e  f r u it 
g r a p e  g a p e g r a p e  
g r a i n g r a i n  g r a i n  
p r o p  p o p  p r o p 
p i g p i g d i g 
b r e a d b e -d b r e a d 
f l a m e  f l a m e  f l a m e  
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Fre de ri ck Nohl is th e Spe ci al Assi gn me n t s  Edi tor 

o f  t he Di vi si on for Pari sh Servi ce s of the Lu th eran 

Ch urch of Ameri ca . Dr . Noh l h as be en appoin ted e d­

i t or of th i s  ner-1 regul ar fe a t ure , "Med i a  Re vi ew . " 

Ask any coa Z miner. N o matter how 

adva nc ed th e machinery at· Shaft No . 9, 
digging the b l a c k  stuff c ontinu e s  to b e  
hard work . 

Mining e d ucational  media i s  no dif­
fer e nt . Though their p a c ka g e s  hint of 
ea s e ,  extracting the most o ut of the m  
ta k e s  rea l  effort . 

Eve n a s ho rt fil m , for exa mpl e ,  ha s 
to fit your purp o s e s . Then figure out 
whe n , where , a nd how b e st to proj ect 
it . F i na l ly there ' s  th e whol e q u e stion 
of fol l ow-through;  having s e en the fil m, 
wha t  do you a nd your c la s s  do a b o ut i t? 

C ontrary t o  popular opinion , u sing 
educ ational media d o e s not make teach� 
ing ea s i e r . If  a nything , ,  it  d e ma nd s  
more o f  a t e a c h er ' s time , e n ergy , and 
ing e nuity tha n s i mply relying on talk 
or t extbook s  to carry the l o a d . 

B ut- -and here ' s the p ayoff- - media 
do offer a pro mi s e  u nr_natc hed by more 
tra d itiona l re s o urc e s . Whe n wi s e l y  s e ­
lected and u s ed , they promi s e  t e a c h ­
i n g  t h a t  i s  more efficient , effective , 
and efferv e s c e nt • • •  t e a c hing that re­
mai n s  . in touch with t h e  time s a nd 
meet s students wh er e they are . 

The purp o s e  of thi s column i s  to 
ide ntify media re s ource s that will 
help a c tiva te yo ur tea chi ng of bib -
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i cal, C h ri stia n, orxeligiou s s.ubj e ct ma tte r. 
S o m e  of the r e s ourc e s  m e ntioned wil l 

prove more u s eful tha n others , but a l l , I 
tru st ,  wil l  prove u s eful to s o meone . All , 
wil l prove a miner' s d eli ght , b earing 
within th e m s e l v e s  the power to lift young 
C hri stia n s  j u st a l ittl e c l o s er to maturi ­
ty I " to th e very h eight of C hri st' s full 
sta ture " (Eph e s ia n s  4 : 13 , T EV) . 

CICICICCICIQCICICICICICICICICICICICIO 

Jt cou�d serve as a resource for your 
church hi story c urricul u m , or i f  you pre­
fer , to enrich your American history 
cours e s . Either way , G i ft e d  . a nd B l a c k  
wil l h e l p  i ntrod uc e your j uni or a nd s e nior 
hig h s tu d e nt s  to the o ften overl ooked 
c o ntributio n s  o f  the black church to 
Am erica n  C hri s tia nity and life . 

B a s ic t o  thi s multi media p a c k a g e  i s  a 
4 8 - p a g e  l ea d er' s guid e t hat s u pplies· a c ­
tiviti e s  o r  s ix fl exible s t u d y  s e s s i o n s . 
T h e  s e s s i on s  are chronol ogic a l l y  ar­
ra nged a nd c over topi c s s u ch a s  "Afric a n  
H erit :1 g e - -from Africa t o  Sla very " a nd 
" T he Rec o n s truction .Era . " Al s o  included 
in the package are a 12 - i nc h  L P with nar­
ration a nd mu s ic a l  cuts for each s e s s ion, 

a s et of 10 pri nt s pict uri ng r  black l e a d ­
ers , a nd a 2 4 - p a g e  illu strated student 
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book titled Mahalia Sing s ! 
T he goa l s  of thi s biblically b a s ed 

unit are both informational a nd behav­
ioral . Author William W. Morris s tate s 
its purpo s e  a s  fol lows : To help all  
persons recognize and affirm ethnic 
and c ultural diversity within the 
Christian community and to give spe­
cific s ugg estions of ways our constit­
uents can re late to al l persons repre­
s enting that . • • diversity as fellow 
members of the C hri stian community . "  

Gifted' and B lack is a graded publi­
cation . T he package s el l s  for $ 9 . 9 5 , 
with c la s s  copies  of Mahalia Sings ! 
pric ed at 3 5 c ents each . It is  avail­
abl e from all  C oke sbury Store s and Re­
qional . Servi ce· cente rs, including tho s e  
at 2 01 Eig hth Ave. ,. So . , Nashville , TN  
3 7 2 02 . 

Thanks to Mi l liken Pub lishing Company� 
the time ha s come to plug in tho s e  
overhead pro j ector s a nd t o  crank u p  
thos e  liquid duplicators ! Milliken , 
wel l  known for its overhea d trans par­
ency and duplicating ma ster book s on 
s ecular s ubj ect s , ha s launched five 
new s erie s e specially de signed for u s e  
i n  Bibl e a nd religion curriculums . 

Thre e · of the s eries  feature books 
that include a dozen or s o  full - col or 
transparencie s , a n  equal number of 
ma sters containing activitie s  ba sed  on 
the transparencies , and a teacher ' s 
guide giving background information ,  
study sugge stions , and a nswers to ac­
tivitie s on the ma sters . T en book s 
mak e  up the Bible Hi story Serie s ( from 
Gene s i s , a Book of B'egi'nnings to 
Mi s sionary Journeys of Paul ) , four the 
Bible  Backgrounds Series  (e .g � , Biblical 
Geography , Religions of Biblical  Time s) , 
and . five the C ontemporary Value s 
Series (e . g . , Developing a s  a• Person , 
Facing I s sue s of Life and Death) . Each 
book l ists at $ 7 . 9 5 and is intended for 
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j unior high a nd up . 
The remaining two s erie s , Gifts From 

G od and Friend s  of God I include five 
book s each , one for each l evel from nur­
s ery to grade three . Each of th e  ten  
book s contain s  24  ma sters and a teach­
er' s guide and provide s young c hildren 
with Bible story-ba s ed games  1 pu z zl e s ,  
and activities . The price i s  $ 4 . 7 5  per 
book . 

Teachers looking for way s  to enrich 
their pre sent curriculu m s  will find the s e  
new re s ources  a real boon .  Al l tra n s ­
parencie s a nd ma sters are detachable,re­
u s able , and storable .in the boQk s from 
which they are ta ken . A s pecial inking 
proce s s  allow s  the ma ster s  to be  run ei­
ther wet or  dry on a sta nda rd l iquid dup­
licating machine . The rna sters can al s o  
be duplicated by  u sing a portable  hand 
rol ler avail abl e for $ 9 .  95 . 

For more information  about the s e  new 
book s check with your religiou s ·  book­
store or write the publi sher , i l O O  Re s earch 
Blvd . , St . Louis , MO 6 3 1 3 2 . 

(]ames, gimmi cks and gadgets have a lwa y s  
intrig ued me . · The fewer such device s 
there are in a cla s sroom , the le s s  ex­
citing a nd far - rea ching the learning 
there will be . 

I ' m impre s s ed with ·. the pos s ibiliti e s  
pre sented b y  the Bib le  Study - Sc ope Kit ., 
a product of Griggs  Educational Service , 
1 7 31 Barcelona St . , Livermore . CA 94 5 5 0 .  
Included in the kit,. which l i s t s for $ 5 . 2 5 , 
i s  a unique pla stic Study- Scop e Tub e I a 
4 -page instruction. ma nual , 2 5  printed 
Bible study program s  1 and 2 5 blank pro­
grnm forms . 

Actual ly , the Study- Scope Tube is  a kind 
of s1mplified teaching ma chine .  The  idea 
is  to insert a prC?gram i nto the . • Tube • s 
transparent core , th�n to c over the core 
with an opaqu e s leeve that contains two 
cut-out windows . The window s h ows 
the que stions , the other the an swers . 
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The .printed program s supply ten 
que stions and answers each on topic s 
ranging fro m " Basic Bible Information"  
through " The Ten C ommandments "  to  
" Friends and C ompanions of Paul . "  
Though larg ely factual in content , the 
reu sable: programs will provide indi vi­
dual s and s mall group s with manymin­
ute s  of purpos eful , s elf-correcting ac­
tivity . At the s ame) time they will 

BOOKS REVIEWS (continued) 

The organization , docu mentation , and in­
de�ng of the book facilitate its u s e  as a 
re source book , a nd the editor ' s ability to 
focu s  intently , briefly , yet often thor­
O\..l.ghly , on key points of debate and dis -

. cu s s ion will be much appreciated . 
Becau s e  the book doe s advocate a dis ­

tinctive and uncompromisingly creationist 
position , it will ineyitably draw fire from 
thos e  scientists in Reformed circl es  who 
advocate  theistic evolution ,  progre s sive 
creation , or s ome sort of day-ag e theory. 
The book does give tho se  views " courte­
ou s "  (more or le� on occasion) treat­
ment and does rais��l questions , both 
Scriptural a nd scientific , 'Whi<:<E require 
answers beyond cliche ' defens e s"0f uni­
formitarianis m and digressions on the in­
definite meaning of yom (day) • It is cer­
tainly hoped , of course, that antagoni sts  
of  IC R positions will at  least want their 
stude nts  and con stituent s  to become fa­
miliar _with.IC R views , since thes e  views 
are now becoming widely known in both 
Christian and public schools and at 
profes sional scientific meeting s . 

SCIENTIFIC CREATIONISM is. divided 
into eight ·s ections • . Each .ts described 
briefly below , with comments 

·
on maj or 

strong and weak points . (C omments on 
the mountain of specific supporting de­
tail , including some debatable points , 
is deliberately avoided . )  
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serve a s  model s for teachers and stu­
dents  to write their own progra ms  on 
the blank form s . 

Middl e-a nd upper-elementary cla s s ­
rooms s hould find this kit most u s e­
ful . Extra Study- Scope Tubes  may be 
purcha s ed for $1 . 75 each . Set s  of 2 5  
progra ms  a nd 2 5  blank forms co st $ 4 
each; s ets  of 2 5  bla nK. forms $ 1 , 5 0 
each . 

1 .  EVOLUTION OR CREATION ? '  Thi s  s ec ­
tion point s  out the pre suppositional 
ba sis of both evolutionist and crea ­
tioni st world views . It di stingui she s 
between  scientific theories  and scien­
tific model s , do e s  an excellent j ob of 
explaining the interaction of faith and 
fact in the evaluation of scientific mod­
el s  and offers a chall enging pre s e nta ­
tion of Biblical faith in action . 

2 o CHAOS OR COSMOS ? Here expecta ­
tions of evolutionist and creationi st 
model s regarding origins are contra sted . 
Some of the solar system data incon­
si stent with the evolutionary model and 
consi stent with creationi st predictions 
(s omewhat artificially structured) is  
cited (e . g . , composition differenc e s  
o f  earth and moon , concentration of 
solar system•  s angul ar mo mentum in 
planets and many planetary satellite s 1 
earth ' s  unique hydro s phere , etc . ) . 

3 .  UPHILL OR DOWNHILL ? Three maj or 
topic s are treated : Thermodynamic s 1 

origin of life 1 and mutation- s el ection . 
The s ection explains the challeng e to 
evolutionary uniformitariani sm of the 
first and s econd laws of thermodyna m­
ic s , and point s out that shallow 
arg uments ( thoug h thermod yna mically 
strict ) regarding the earth a s  an  ope� 
system fail to account for the complex 
conversion system required to ha rne s s  
sol ar energy for biological evolution . 
C oncerning the origin of life 1 s everal 
problems  with evolutionary s pontaneou s 
generation are pre s ented 1 bu� s everal 
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stronger arguments could have been 
included with a more po sitive develop­
ment of a creationi st conc ept . Muta­
tion and selection are freely acknow­
ledged a s  real proc e s s e s , but it i s  
cl early shown that the implications of 
these  proce s s- e s  are dia metrically op­
po sed to evolutionary predictions and 
are cons i stent rather with Biblical con­
cepts of C reation and the C urse  (Fall) . 
(The effect s of the Fall on creation s eem 
to have been largely forgotten recently 
in Reformed circl e s ) . 

4 • A CCIDENT OR PLAN ? Stati stical ar­
gu ments  against the spontaneou s origin 
of life are pres en ted in great detail , and, 

· comparative anatomy is considered in 
light of a c ommon planvs . common an­
ce stry . Detailed and well -documented 
di scu s s ion of systematic gap s in the 
fo s sil record and the persi stenc e  of 
ba sic " kind s "  is the highlight of the 
chapter , and s uch  alleged "missing . 
links "  a s  Archaeopteryx are cons idered 
in detail . The C hristian teacher s ee s  
the stronge st a:rguments  of the . evolu­
tioni st pre s ented and is given valuable 
help in dealing with such arguments in 
a C hri stian and s cientific ma nner that 
involve s more than j u st saying , " So 
long a s  we believe God created , the 
science does not matter . "  

5 • UNIFORMITARIANISM OR CATASTRO-
PHISM? The s e  terms are defined clear­
ly so that semantic proble m s  a re m i ni ..., 
mized , but many will re spond to the s e  
terms emotionally , and a better term 
than catastrophism (one that di sting­
ui she s  acts or creation and.providence)  
might be helpful ; Dr . Morris, author ·of 
a re spected textbook on hydraulic 
engineering , ha s always been strong 
in hi s pres entation of · inconsi stencies 
in uniformitarian geology and the " g eo­
logic column" hypothesis , and the de­
velop ment and defen s e  · of a cata stro­
phist position in thi s chapter ha s grown 
in depth , detail , a nd docu mentation 
from its 2re sentation in his earlier bocks .. 
6 .  OLD OR YOUNG.? The I C R  staff ha s 

30 

given much res earch time and thought to 
radiometric dating , and reference to a 
li st of concordinate dates  or a s s ertions 
that " all 2 Oth century scientists accept 
an old earth " will not alter the challeng­
ing s erie s of data and arguments  pres ent­
ed . In a po s itive vein , a good deal of 
scientific data favoring a young earth is  
pre sented . 

7 • APES OR MEN? Even reformed . sci­
entists committed to the g eologic column 
and an ancient earth should appreciate 
this contra st of evolutionary and crea­
tionist interpretations of human fos sil s 
and human s ocietal origins . However , 
some of Franct s Schaeffer ' s comments  
on  the distinctive s of  human personality 
might have been included . 

8. CREATION ACCORDING TO SCRIPTURE. 
F or legal rea sons, thi s chapter i s  omitted 
from the public school edition of SCIEN­
TIFIC CREATIONISM, . a nd in the earlier 
chapters of the book the Bible is  not spe­
cifically u s ed except a s  the b.a s i s  for 1he 
creationist faith presuppo sitions in con­
trast to the faith presuppositions of the 
evolutionist . This chapter contains much 
meat for discus sion among Christian 
student s  and laymen . Views of s everal 
C hristians are pre s e nted, and several rea­
s ons for rej ecting the day-age theories  
(theistic evolution, progre s sive • creation, 
etc • ) I current! y popular in R.e:formed cir­
cle s  1 are offered . Even more time i s  
spent with largely negative comments  on 
the " gap Theory . " The key Scriptural · 
concepts of Creation 1 Fall I Flood I and 
Redemption are offered a s  the ba sis  for 
the be st scientific model 1 which like all 
s cientific model s 1 i s in need of con­
tinual refinement an.d improvem�mt a s  
our knowled_ge gr0ws . 

SCIENTIFIC CREATIONISM repre s ents the 
steady advance of a po sition once thought 
dead that ha s now attracted much atten­
tion from both C hri stians and the public 
at large . As such; the po s ition repre sents 
a tremendous outworking ot Biblical Iaitn 1 

not j ust a bapti s m  of s ecular science, and 
it ought to enc ourage u s  to u s e  1 not just 
to hold , our cherished doctrine of creation . 



MASTER OF ARTS in TEACHING 
at Calvin College 

DR. CHARLES MILLER. Director of Graduate Studies 

Calvin has introduced a M . A.T.  program primarily designed to 
serve the needs of certified teachers who, after some experi­
ence. have identified their own areas of need. Dr .  Charles 

Miller ,  Director of Graduate Studies,  answers the following 
questions about Calvin ' s  new M . A . T. program: 

Q. What is the p urpose of the M.A.T. program ? 

A. The M.A.T.  has these two objectives: 1 )  developing master 
Christian teachers and 2 )  doing it in a way that satisfies 

state and provincial requirements. 

Q. What are the req uirements of the program ? 

A. The M.A.T.  requires the minimum of one academic year or 

three summers with a third of the courses in classroom sub­
j ects. a third in professional education, and a third flexible . 

Nine course units are required. 

Q. What program s of concentration are a vailable ? 

A. Cla ssroom concentrations are possible in art,  English, his­

tory. mathematics, and music as well as in the fine a rts.  

language arts,  social  studies,  and science studies.  with addi­
tional programs being developed. 

Q. What additional directions will the program take ? 

A. The college is responding to the concerns of teachers and is 

adding courses in reading, early childhood education, and 
similar fields and is  considering concentrations with such 
professional focuses.  

Q. What are the admission req uirements ? 

A. A bachelor 's  degree from an accredited college or university 
is  required for admission. Students are expected to have 

teaching credentials either before they enter the program or 

to complete the requirements while working on the M.A.T. 

Q. Does all of the work h a ve to be done at Calvin ? 

A. Students enrolled before September, 1 97 7 ,  may include up 

to four course units - 1 4  semester hours - of graduate work 

completed elsewhere if the courses are applicable to the 
Calvin degree. After that date, two course units or 7 semes­

ter hours may be included. 

Q. How does the M.A.T.  tie in with requirements for a perma­

nent certificate ? 

A. The first 5 . 2  course units in an approved M.A.T.  program 
satisfies the needs of those teachers who have Michigan 
provisional certificates and must complete an 18 hour 
planned program. 

Q. Can the M . A . T. degree be earned during s ummers only ? Do 

you plan to h a ve courses a vailable in the e vening ? 

A. Although the M . A . T .  program may be completed in a single 

academic year,  the preferred schedule would have an em­

ployed teacher take courses during summers and evenings .  
T o  meet t h e  needs of teachers in Ontario, t h e  summer school 

schedule is  being modified to provide a number of M.A.T.  

courses beginning in the last week of June.  In addition. some 

M.A.T.  courses will be offered in Ontario between July 4 and 

July 22 .  

Q. Why should I choose Calvin for M.A.T. work ? 

A. Calvin ' s  M.A.T.  is different from most master' s degrees of­

fered for teachers because of its Christian perspective. its 

balance between theory and practice. and its requirement 

of some work in the classroom subj ects.  

Q. When will  a sched ule of s ummer courses be available ? /"s 
housing available on campus during the s uinmer ? What is  

tuition cost ? 

A. The prelimina ry schedule of summer classes which are ap­

plicable to the M . A . T. will be published in late February. 
Summer tuition will be $205 with a $1 5 grant-in-aid fo r mem­
bers of the Christian Reformed Church from Michigan and a 

$40 g rant-in-aid fo r out-of-state members.  Housing will be 

availa ble in college residence halls at $36 double and $52 
single fo r a three and a half week term. with family rates 

available on request.  Academic year tuition is the same as 

for undergraduates and the same scholarship and financial 

aid is  available.  

Q. To whom do I write for more information ? 

A. Information and applicat ion materials for the M . A . T .  
available from t h e  Admissions Office. Counseling 

are 

is available by contacting Dr .  Charles Miller.  , S  ,\ · .•' 

Director of Graduate Studies. / 

·-----.----";
•' l {,j' 

GRAND RAPIDS . MICHIGAN 49506 
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Meditation 
Treasures in Htaven, 1 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 6 : l9 - 24 " . . .  store up for yourse lves trea­

sures in he aven . For where y our tre asure i s, there y our heart 

wi l l  be also " (Ma t t .  6 : 20, 2 l, NIV) . 

Have you eve r h a d  to de cla re a l l  of  your a s s e t s , tha t i s, exa ctl y 
how much of thi s world ' s  good s you might have to pa s s  on to oth ­
e r s  ? Re centl y I d i s c ove re d  that wha t I ha d a s  a wil l  ha d b e e n  
illega l fo r f o u r  yea rs . I d e c i d e d  I oug ht t o  get b u s i ne s s  i n  bette r 
o rd e r . Whe n the lawyer a sked me to li s t  a pproxi ma tel y wha t m y  
a s s e t s  were , I wa s e mba rra s s e d . I ha d ve ry l ittle to d e cla re , a nd 
I s a id , a l mo s t a po l og etica ll y , " N ot much , i s  it ? I g ue s s  I ' ve 
b e e n  i nv e sti ng in people mo st of m y  life a nd m y  return o n  s uch in­
ve s tme nt s  ca n ' t b e  l i s te d . "  

H e  re s ponded s o  quietl y  tha t he startled me whe n he s a id,  " Wha t 
bette r i nv e s tme nt could you have ? M one y a nd p owe r a re s till the 
mo s t  corrupting i nflue nce s in thi s world . " Such a co m me nt pro mpt..:. 
ed me to inq uire a bit into the man' s . s en s e  of va lue s a nd h i s  inner­
mo s t  c o m mitment s . A nd he , i n  tu rn , wa s very curi o u s  a bout m y  
c o m mitme nt a nd m y  rea s o n s  for sta yi ng i n  C hri s tia n tea ching . I n  
t h e  e nd we s p e nd a mo s t  profita ble hour tog ethe r - twe nty mi nute s 
ma k i ng up m y  will a nd the re s t  of the ti me di s cu s s i ng wha t rea l l y  
count s  i n  life . 

O n  the wa y home a nd ma n y  time s the rea fte r , I ' ve come b a c k  to 
tha t e nco unte r ,  a nd I rea l i z e  how the Lord put me on the s pot tha t  
morning t o  help m e  rea s s e s s  m y  value s . I ' ve tha nke d  the Lord for 
tha t confronta tion . I ' m beg i nn i ng to s e e  tha t one of the wa y s to 
" store up trea s ure s i n  heave n "  i s  to inve st in p eople here on earth . 
P e ople - your s tudents a nd mine - " do not ru st " a s  thi ng s  do . 
People a re trea s ure s - la sting tre a sure s . And it ' s fun - sheer de ­
light - to s e i z e  opportunitie s for i nve sting wha teve r the Lord ha s 
g iv e n  i n  the hea rt s  a nd l ive s o f  othe rs . Al so , I find i ncrea s i ngl y , 
a nd no doubt ma n y  o f  you d o , too , tha t b y  ma king such inve st­
ments m y  he a rt i s  rea l l y  in m y  wo rk , for it i s  j u s t  a s  C hri s t  s a id , 
" Whe re your tre a s ure i s , the re will your hea rt be a l s o . " 

From Devotions for Teachers NeUe VanderArk . Copyright L9 ? 5  
b y  Baker Book Hous e, Grand Rapids, Mi chig an, and used wi th per­
mission .  


