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FROM ME TO THEE 
a d h d 
n i e u 
a t c 
go a 
i . t 
n r o 
g � 

The Uses 
Of Controversy 

T o  the p s ychologic ally or  inte lle c­

tually ins e c u r e, c onflic t ,  c ont r ove r s y  

o r  diffe r en c e  of opinion, i s  always  a 

thr e at . T o  the m ,  both c r itic is m  of  the 

old and r e c ommendation of anything new 
is  une quivoc a lly bad . T he y  c annot live 
with s omething le s s  than c e rtainty ,  and 
anyone who d i s turbs  the ir  se lf - imp o s ed 

s e r enity win s  t h e  name of " trouble ­
make r ,  11 �'�gadfly, 11 or  wo r s e .  

T he mis us e s  of c ont r ove r s y  are,  
of c our s e ,  not  hard to  d i s c ov e r :  the 

attack on pe r s ons  rathe r than ideas  and 
polic y ,  the s p e c ious r e a s oning u s e d  to 

w in the ar gument rathe r than to  s olve 
the c o mm on p r oblem, the va s t  gene ral ­

iz ation built on_ the flim s y  foundaho n of 

a few ins tanc e s ,  the s t rain e d  human 

r e latipns b e c ause of hurt  fe e lings,  and 
many mo r e . While the s e  r ep r e s ent 
eve rpr e s ent pitfalls , they d o  

"
not r e p r e ­

s ent the whole s t o r y . 

W hat the obj e ct o r s  to  c ontr ove r s y  

fail  t o  s e e i s  that p r og r e s s  and imp r ove -

me nt have c ome about only through r e ­

asking old quest ions and p o s ing entir e ­
ly new one s . 

W hile w e  all know that it i s  much 

e a s ie r  to  b e  c r itical  than c o r rect, we 

a:1s o know that what is even e a s ie r  is  
to  'do  nothing and s ay nothing but what 

ha s b e e n  s aid and done a lready. It i s  

the  mo s t  c omfortab le to mouth s h ibbo ­

leths to  s tudent s  and eac h othe r, neve r 
(ex c ept in pr ivate g r ipe s e s s ions ) t r y ­

ing t o  r e s tate and r evitaliz e the old 
s logan s  a n d  t he existing practices.  

But this  i s  c learly not  the  r oad to  the 
twin citie s of  Progres s and Imp r ove ­
ment, and ult imat ely the City of G od ;  
it i s  at  b e st the downhill r oad to S lum ­

be r ing C ity,  and at w o r s t  to the s lough 

of Stagnation and the pit of De c a y .  

T H E  CASE F OR C ONTROVE RSY 

C ont r ove rsy is p ot e n t i a l l y  the 

gr owing e d g e  of an ins titution or a 
move m ent , and the J ournal is  the pla c e  

t o  be build
-
ing that edge .  T ime and r e ­

fle c tion will t r im the exc ess e s  that 

might be u r g e d  and unde rtaken, and the 

w i s dom of the p r ofe s s ional c ommunity 
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will unit e t o  oppo s e  r e al departur e s  
fr om our c o mmon foundat i ons . 

C ont r ove r s y  als o enable s the gr oup 
to s e e  the alt e rnative s mo r e  c le a rly,  

to  s e e both the r e c omme nd e d  and the 

attacked in the light of each othe r .  

T h i s  plac ing o f  both in j uxtap o s it ion 
he lp s  to illu minate e a c h .  P r eviou s ly 

unacknowle dge d face t s  of the p r ob le m 
of tax fund s for C hr i s t ian s chools , for 

example , have be e n  b r ought to light by 
rep e at e d  polemic al artic le s . W hat ­

eve r we fina lly d e c ide , it w ill b e  a w i s -

.,e r choic e b e c au s e w e  have heard the )?r o s  and� laid out for u s . This  e n ­

light enment c ould not have taken p lac e 

,without c ontr ove r s y , without having 
s ome one attack p r e s e nt thinking . 

· 

The c a s e fo r c ont r ove r s y  and the 

c ons tructive ·role of tho s e  who u rge 
c hange upon us or  attack the s tatu s 

-
quo 

has b e e n  s tat e d  w e ll by S o c rate s when 
he s ay s :  

A n d  now , Athe nian s , I am n o t  go ­

ing to  argue for my own s ake , a s  
you may think, but for  your s ,  that 

you may not s in again s t  the G od by  
c onde mnmg me , who am his  gift 
to  you . Fo r if you kill me you will 

not e a s ily find a s uc c e s s o r  to m e ,  

who ,  i f  I may u s e  s u c h  a ludic rou s  
figu r e  of s p e e ch,  a m  a s ort  o f  gad ­

fly ,  given to the s tate by·God; and 
the s tat e i s  a gr eat and noble s te e d  
who is  tardy in h i s  motions owing 
to his  v e rY: s iz e ,  and r e quir e s  to  

be  s t i r r e d  into life. I am that gad ­

fiy which G od ha s attached to the 

s tat e ,  and all day long and in all 

plac e s  am always fa s tening up on 

you, ar ous ing and p e r s uading and 

r e p r oaching you . 

The  w r it e r s  for the J ou r nal c ould 

do  w o r s e  than r e ga r d  the ms e lve s a s  

beneficent gadflys p r obing the flanks 
of the C hris t ian school  movement .  A 
good s tart  has b e en made; mo r e  is  

ne e d e d . 

D .  O. 

"W ould that the c r it e r ion of a s chol ­
ar's utility wer e the numb e r  and moral 

value of  the truths which he ha s be en 
the me ans  of thr ow ing int o the gene ral 

c ir culation . " - -S .  T. C ole r dige 

" A c ade mic fr e e dom is the prin ­

c iple  .de s igned  t o  p r otect the teache r 
fr o m  haz a r d s  that tend to  prevent him 

fr om me e t ing his · obligations in . the 
pu r s u it of the t ruth . " - -Rus s e l  Kirk 

" E duc ation is  that which r e mains 

if one has  fo rgotten everything he 
le arne d in s choo l .  1 1  - -Alb e r t  Ein s t e in 
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Department editor, 
Sam Greydanus 

monEY IS THE HOOT • • • 

--Edith Pals* 

I have no s tartling lead s entenc e 

w ith which to  b e g in this a r t ic le .  Y ou 
mus t  fo r g ive me . A s  a for me r  C hr i s ­

tian s chool te ache r ,  I have s pent the 
las t  four yea r s  talking to  b r ic k - laye r s , 

c arpente r s ,  plumb e r s ,  e tc . , while en ­

gag e d  in the· home build ing bu s ine s s .  

So I w ill have few , if any, w e ll art ic ­

ulated  s tatement s and o r g aniz e d  para ­

g r aphs . But , having taught E ng li s h  for 

a b r ie f  s p e ll ,  I am s uppo s e d  to  let  you , 

the r e ade r ,  know the theme of this e s ­

s ay .  We ll , my fr iend s ,  it is MONE Y .  

*Mrs. Pals, formerly a teac her in the Christian 
school system, now works with her husband in the Jerry 
Pals Real Estate A$,ency in South Holland, Illinois. 

H ow w e ll I r e memb e r  my first 

pay-che c ks at the E ng lewood C hristi ­
an S chool e leven yea r s  ag o .  Eve ry T WO 

w e e ks for·  twelve months of the year I 
was the dedic at ed s e lf-s ac r ific ing re ­
c ipient of $90. 00, aft e r  taxe s .  I would 
then g o  home and watch  my fathe r write 

che c ks to  his .  employees , each check 

in the amount of app r oximat ely $95.00, 
ONE w e e k ' s pay . And his employe es 
d id not even have to  pos s e s s  the edu­

c at ion, the d e dication,  the s ens e of 

s at i s fact ion that
_ 
I suppos edly had . They 

w e r e ,  you s e e ,  garba g e  c ollec tors . 

I be lieve that C h r i s t ian s chool t e a ­

che r s  s houla o r g aniz e and d emand, not 
as k,  for a highe r pay s c ale . How many 
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C hristian doctors , Christian la;wyers, ·, 
and Cllfis.tian Refor;med or Reformed 
ministers clo yqu knovv; who must work 
three months a year,' as milk true� 
drivers, co�crete t�1;>9rers, and the 
like? I know 'of none.. Why then do 
C hristian sc:ho�l te�ch�rs aqow them ­
selves to be put in such a positiori? · ' -

Oh, but where can we get the 
money, you ask. And I say to you, 
where do we get th� money to purchase 
land and to construct. new school build ­
ings? 

Our constituents pay full price for 
automobiles, boats, clothes, grocer ­
ies, homes, and everything else. It is 
now about time that they learn they are 
going to have to pay full price for their 
C hristian school teachers, if C hris­
tian education is to survive. T his in­
cludes not only parents of the students, 
but all of our society which is paying 
lip service to C hristian education. As 
a non-parent, I would be happy to con­
tribute to the salaries of the, teachers .. 

I am a wee bit. ti�e'd of paying for 
the bricks, the lumber, and the elec 7 
trical equipment in the new school 
buildings. 

I am tired of being able to spot the 
C hristian school teachers 1 automobiles 
in a church or school parking lot. 

I am somewhat tired of hearing 
from some friends in the profession a-

bout th.eir Frid ay night " hamburger 
s t eaks" wh�ch w ere s uch a treat. 

I am quite tired of looking at the 
frayed . collars on t he tnen who have 

been teaching for s ome years and who 
have a growing fam ily to s upport . 

And furthermore, I am r-e�lly t ired 
of hearing that the C hristian school 
teacher i s  s upposed t o  sacrifice. 
W HY? W hy, the t eacher ? W hy not 
the minister, too, and the C hristian 
truck driver, the C hristian egg peddler, 
and the C hristian concrete cont-ractor? 
I f  there were a comparabie situation 'in 
the business world , it would be looked 
upon as organiz ed stupidity. 

Are we supposed to be inspired by· 
some intangible something ? . Ded�ca ... 
tion? Prestige? S acrifice? Or�:'i.s it 
in reality, a ·tangible nothing? · My 
friends, when your automobile needs 
tires, you mus·t pay for them with 
money. N ot dedication. Not prestige. 
N ot sacrifice. The businessman wants 
money for those tires. Even the C hris ­
tian Reformed businessman. 

In the course of building and sell­
ing new homes during the lat;>t four 
years, .l have had dealings with four 
public school teachers ·for the· · high 
schools in Harvey and Dolton, Illino is. 
T he lowest s alary wa s that ·of -the 
youngest , a man 26 years old , who was 
making $7, 500 annually. T he highes t 
was $12,000. W e  are nowhere'nea r 
t hese figure-s in the C hri s t ian high 

'·-schools in this area. Theses four·people, 
even though they were p ublic school 
teachers, were dedicated to doing a 
good job and atta ining their goals. But , 
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in add it ion to  this ,  they a r e  be ing paid 
enough mone y to maintain a r e s pe c t ­
ab le s tandar d  of living. Y e s , they  even 

have pre s t ig e ;  you s e e,  they c an af ­
fo rd t o  buy a new s uit when it i s  ne e d e d .  

M y  r e c ommendat ion i s  that a c om ­
mitt e e  be o rganiz ed in each s e ction of 
the country c ompos ed of realis tic,  

s uc c e s s ful  bus ine s s  p e ople,  s ome r e p ­

r e s entat ive s o f  the teaching p r ofe s s ion, 

and s ome inte r e s t e d  and c onc e rned 

minis te r s . T hi s  wou ld be a beg inning. 

Such an o r g anizat ion, if p r op e r ly 
ope r ated, w ould als o be ins t rumental 
in imp r oving the quality of teac hing in 

ou r s chools . We would attract  mo r e  

young p e ople into the p r ofe s s ion.  W e  

w ould then b e  able t o  ins i s t  upon our 

t e a che r s  ke eping pac e w ith the time s ,  

the lat e s t  c la s s r oom t e c hnique s ,  in 

furthe r ing the i r  own educat ion, and in 

maintaining .a mo r e  p r o fe s s ional s tatu s . 

My dear  friend s ,  how much long e r  

mu s t· a g a rbag e c olle ctor  take home 
mo r e  money than a C hris t.ian s chool 

te ache r ? 

Let u s  not c ontinue . Let u s  b e g in! 

* * * 
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QUOTABLE 
When the final de cis ion is made 

on what to teac;h and how to teach 
it, the decision must be the teach­
er• s. This is one of the conclusions 

reached in a three -year study of 

the American public schools by the 

NEA Project on Instruction. In. a 

new book titled Deciding What to 

Teach, the study group points out 

that while state and local authori­

ties have the duty to set educa­

tional policy, how that policy is to 

be implemented should be left up 

to the professionals • • • •  

--Michigan Educators Journal 

• • • • • 

Let Christian education come 
into its own. Realize that Chris­
tian education, in the day school, 
and on the collegiate level, is a po­
tent answer to encroaching Ameri­
can paganism. This means,· stop 
thinking of Christian education as 

;a luxury, and realize that it is as 
important as your jugular vein. 

Christian schools have the op­
portunity that comes once in a ci­
vilization: that of furnishing lea-

ders who can ch�nge the world. 
·Without question, a good education 

is more important in our day than 
ever before. Cliches, shallow 
thinking and unsupported statements 
find no welcome in modern minds. 
So, let us face the opportunity and 
do something about it • • • • .  

--Dr. R. Cook, president of 
NAE, in Eternity, July, 1963. 



SOCIAL 

SCIENCES 
Department editor ,  
Herm Beukema 

SOCIAl STUDIES 
STIRRINGS 

Aft e r  att ending the NationalCoun ­

c il of S o c ial Studie s C onvention and 
hea r ing the d i s cu s s ions r e lating t o 

cur r iculum r evis ions  I am c onvinced 
that w e need t o  act  ind epend ently . Lis ­
tening t o  the expe r t s  in this fie ld ex ­

p lain the ir· p r oje c t s  was v e r y  r e veal ­

ing . T hey a r e  a s  c onfu s ed as  we  ar e ,  

only on a much la:J;"g e r  s c ale. 

�our r ep res entative p r ograms of 

c u r r iculum r evis ion proj e c t s  we r e  p r e ­
s e;nted . Nat ional ,  s tate , county and 

c ity e ffo rt s we r e  exp laine d .  Many of 
the "fe atur e s  of their p r op o s als a r e  

c ommendable . T he y  s t r e s s  knowle d g e ,  

s t ructur e ,  s ·e quenc e ,  c ontinuity , d epth 

learning , p r o g r e s s  u n i t s ,  c r it ical  

thinking , analysi s ,  p r oblem s olving , 

c a s e s tudie s and t e am t e a�hing . 

Their  e fforts  t o  b r oaden the s o ­
c ial  s tud i e s  by balanc ing the thr e e  c yc le 
r epetit ion of ou r c ount r y's his t o r y  w ith 

· n o r e  emphasis  on t h e  behavio ral 

s )c ial s c ienc e s ,  e s p e c ially on the jun ­
i• r high leve l is  worthy of our c ons i ­

d �ration . T he r e i s  a move ment for 
n o r e  anthr opology ,  g e og raphy, and 
s oc ial p r oblems to enable s tud ent s to  

be  bett e r  analys is t s  and ob s e rve r s  of  
soc iety . . One c annot d i s put e the validi ­
ty of the s e  r evis ions . W:hy then do  I ad ­

vocate our adding our name to this 

long lis t of cur r ic ulum r evis ions ? 

T he ir view of man ' s o r ig in, pu r ­
pos e ,  place,  r e lations hip , and futu r e  

is  c omplete ly d iffe r e nt than our s . In 

two full days I neve r hear d the name of 

G od mentioned onc e . He doe s n ' t  fit 

into  the ir s t ructural  framewo r k .  Man 

is on e ach of the ir  four - c o rne r e d  r e c ­

tang le . How the n can our obj e c t ive s 

be the s ame a s  the ir s ? T he r e  is  a r e al 

ne e d  for a G od - c e nte r e d  cur riculum 

guide for all of ou r C h r i s tian S chools 
in the Unit ed State s and C anada . 

In c lo s ing , I· would app r e c iate o ­
p inions from teacher s involve d in S o ­

c i a 1 Stud ie s o n  a 1 1  leve ls - - c ivic s • 

( c ont'd p .  1 5 ,  c ol .  2} 
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KEYS TO AN EFFECTIVE 
INTRAMURAL PROGRAM 

A w e ll -balan c e d  p r o g ram of phys­
ical education at the j unior high and 
s enior high s chool leve ls  c ons is t s  of 

thr e e  phas e s : phys ical e ducat ion c la s s 
act iviti�s , intramurals , and ath�etic s .  

The me r it and s c op e  of e a c h  of  the s e  
p r o g rams w ith reference  t o  a C h r i s t ian 
philo s ophy of e duc ation is inc r e a s ing ly 
b e c oming a matte r  of c onc e rn in our 

c i r c le s , as  evidenc e d  by the d e v e lop ­
ment of s uc h  p r og rams in the las t d e ­

c ad e s , and by the inc r e a s e d  c onc e r n  

w ith them i n  our p r ofe s s ional me eting s 
and in the lit e r atu r e  w r itten on C hr i s ­

tian education. Athletic s ,  at lea s t  in 

c olleg e  and high s chool ,  ha s been ac ­

c ept ed  fo r yea r s  as  an ext r a - cur r icular 

p r o g ram of s p o r t s  pr oviding an active 

outlet f�>r i:ho s e s killed in c e rtain s p o r t s. 

It has als o b e e n  c ons id e r e d  a ba s is for 

c olle c t ive s chool s pirit. Well - r ound e d  

phys ical  ed1,1cat ion p r og rams have be en 

--Marvin· Zuidema* 

mu ch s lowe r  in d eve loping , and only 
r e c ently ha s appea r e d  a t r end towa r d  
e s tablis hing p r og rams that will me et 

the e duc at ional ne ed s of s tud ent s . C o ­

inc id ing w ith this trend i s  the e ffort to  
e s tablis h  or  expand the int ramural p r o ­

g ram a s  a natural  follow - up to the phy ­
s ical  edu c ation p r ogram . Fitne s s  and 
s p o r t s  activit ies  learne d  in phys ic al 
educat ion c an be put t o  u s e in the s e  p r o ­
g r ams . In this c ontext phys ic al  e duca ­
t ion be c ome s the learning pe r iod , while 

int r amurals be c ome the laborat o ry for 
activitie s learne d  in the phys ical  edu ­
c at ion c la s s .  I s ug g e s t  that w e  have a 
long way to g o  in the e s tablis hme nt of 

a w e ll -balanc e d  phys ical e duc ation pr o ­

g ram, but the s igns of  p r og r e s s  are,  

at  leas t ,  enc ou rag ing . 

ORGANIZATION AND AD MINIS ­

T RATION 

It is with the int ramural program 

that I w i s h  to d e al in this article. I 
heart ily s upport  an int r amural prog r am 

in the junio r high (and in high s chool 

and c o lle g e) as  it wa s pre s ented in the 

1964 Winte r i s s ue Of the C hris tian E du ­

c at o r s  Jou rnal . The purpos e of tbis ar ­

ticle  is not to  g ive a r ationale for intra ­

mu rals or  to  deve lop a philo s ophy of 

education in which the int ramural  p:po ­

gram can function, but t o  s tr e s s c e r ­

tain ke ys for the succ e s s ful operat ion 

of an int r amural prog ram . It i s  fe lt 

*Mr. Zuidema, A. B. Calvin College, M.A. Michi­
gan State University, is an instructor in the physical 
education department of Calvin College. 
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t.hat intramurals a r e  end o r s e d by many 
educators and teache r s , but that many 

program s  fall d own and a r e  even aban ­

doned b e c au s e  of an unfavo r able s chool 

setting or be c au s e  of poor or ganiz at ion 

and .adminis tration of the p r o g rams . 

These "ke ys" are e s s ential if the ob ­

jective s of  the pro g r am a r e  to  b e  r e a l ­

ized .  

EVALUATION OF OWN PROGRA M 

Before I pre s ent the s e  11ke ys , 11 I 
·would like to  challeng e you admini s t r a ­
tors , faculty membe r s , and s c hool  

board· memb e r s  t o  e valuate y o u r  

.. 
school's p o s ition on int r amurals . l 
would urg e thos e of you w ith intr amur al 
programs to dete rmine if the obj e ct ive s 
are be ing re alized . I challeng e you who 
have no intra mural  p r o g ram to  the e d ­

ucational value
·
s of s uch a p r o g ram in 

your junior high and high s chools.  C an 

intramura ls s e r ve to  fulfill the va r ious 

soc ial and r e c r e ational ne e d s  of  your 
pupils ? I would s ubmit that C hr is tian 

social re lationship s  and att itud e s  c an 

be  fos tered in a w e ll - or g aniz ed and 

we ll-adminis t e r ed intr amural  p r o g ram 

Chris t ian te amwork, lead e r s hip ,  fe l ­
low ship ,  r e s p onsib ility,  and humility 

are all by-p r oduc t s  of a g ood intramur ­

al  program . I would s u gg e s t  tha t  the r e  

is and mus t  be  a time f o r  r e c reat ion , 
a time when built - up ene r g y  and p ent ­

up emotions c an be  r e le a s e d . H ow 

muc h  better to  have a p r o g r am of in ­
tramurals  than have our s tud ents " run 

undiscipline d du ring noon hou r "  while 

our teache r s - -ye s ,  I know , our ove r ­

worke d t e ache r s - - a r e  enj oying tho s e 
few minut e s  ove r the c offe e cup . In 

this  r e s p e c t ,  var iou s administrat o r s  

have labe led int ramu rals the be s t  d i s ­
cip line ag ent they have . Int ra  murals , 

functioning thus , a r e  s e rving the r e c r e ­
a t i o n a l  obj ect ive . Furthe rmor e ,  I 
w ould s olic it you r evaluation of the r ole 
of int ramurals in the deve lopme nt of 
the body - - anothe r e ducational obj e ct ­
t ive . 

Much rt:;s e a r c h  on the p a rt of the 

medical  p r ofe s s ion has pointed  to  the 

ne e d  of exe r c i s e ,  particula r ly dur ing 

the fo r mative years of life . B e c aus e 
our bodie s a r e  t emple s of the Holy 
Spirit (I C o r .  6:  19), s u c h  a ne e d  be­

c ome s an important obj e c tive in C hris ­

t ian educ ation . I would als o urge  you 
to c on s id e r  the p o s s ibilit ie s  of the in ­

tramural  p r og ram as an additional 

me an s  of c ontact  betw e e n  teache r and 

s tudent by which the teache r c an learn 

about his s tudent s  in a s ituat ion whe r e ,  

often,  the t rue pe r s ona lity o f  the stu ­

dent is  r eveale d • 

THE KE YS 

What are the s e  " ke ys " to  the e s ­

tablis hme nt of an e ducat ionally benefi ­

c ial  intramural p r og ram ? A pos itive 

att itud e t oward intramurals by the ad ­

minis tration is the fir s t  " mu s t "  in the 

e s tablis hment and mainte nanc e of a 

s uc c e s s ful  int ramural p r o g r am .  

A s e c ond " mu s t" is c ompetent pe r ­
s onne l in charg e of the p r o g ram , T he 
suc c e s s  of any int r amural p r o g ram is  
dete r mine d ,  to  a la r g e  d e g r e e , by the 
expe r ienc e , inte r e s t ,  and e ffo rt of the 
pe r s on in cha r g e  of the p r og ram .  We 
heart ily (I  p r e s ume) dis app r ove of the 
p r o c e dur e of lett in g  Mr . Vande rWe rf 
o r  Mr s . Van D yke take intramu rals 
becau s e  his load is  a little light e r  than 
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that of other teachers, or because he 
played on the basketball team while he 
was in college. Such assignment is 
rarely followed when teachers are se­
lected for other curriculum duties 

which are considered vital. An intra­
mural director should have an interest 
in intramurals and a well-thought-out 
philosophy of education and physical 

·education. He should also have some 
·training and experience in intra:mural 
administration, and should be given 
time in his schedule to organize and 
conduct the program. 

The third 11must11 for the establish­
ment of a successful intramural pro­
gram is a favorable school setting. 
The time allotted to intra murals, the 
support and co-operation of the facul­
ty, the division of time between intra­
murals and athletics, and the number 
of facilities are important factors here. 
I have strong feeling that many are 
complacent and make excuses at exactly 
this point. Any qualified and trained 
educator with a, real conviction for 
intramurals, can with vision, begin in 
the framework of his pa rticular school 
setting and build from there. First, 
start the program, then demonstrate 
the educational worth of it. The utop­
ian school setting will follow. 

The fourth 11must11 condition is the 
well thought -out and well-planned or­
ganization and administration of the 
program. Organization might be con­
sidered the machinery which makes a 
program function, and administration 
is the process of conducting the pro­
gram after it has been organized. I 
submit that the success of the 1 - M  pro­
gram may be considered directly pro­
portional to the care and extensivenf·ss 

of the planning which preceeds it. And 
it is exactly at this point that many 
programs fall down. For example, the 
failure to provide qualified officials can 
undermine all the effort that goes into 
teaching respect for law and authority 
--one of the most important Christian 
moral values. Therefore, I submit 
that only a well-organized and well­
administered program can bring our 
objectives tu fruition in the lives of our 
students. Because of the importance 
of organization and administration, I 
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would like to conclude this article by 
outlining some of the 11key1 1  factors 
which must be planned for and carried 
out if the intramural program is to 
function properly . 

ORGANI ZATION OF PROG R AM 
• 

A .  Type of Organization: 
W.e would recommend a combined 
faculty and student control organ­
ization. A faculty member should 
hold the reins of the program to 
insure its educational strength, 
but students should be led to take 
an active part in the administration 
of the program . 

B . Competitive Units: 
This depends upon the age groups, 
interests, school enrollment, e­
quality of competition, and facili� 
ties. Grade and homeroom units 
usually make the best administra­
tive units, but care should be taken 
that they provide for equality of 
competition. Junior high schools 
which have three or more home­
rooms per grade can organize lea­
gues by grades and units by home ­
rooms. In the smaller j unior high 
schools the director may have to 
divid e the school into two leagues - ­
say a 7th grade league and an 8th 
and 9th grade leagues. Teams 
within each league can then be ar­
ranged by random sampling or by 
the director, or by captains ap­
pointed by the dir ector . In high 
school the homeroom unit is still 
very effective. Again, some di -

·vis ion of leagues by grade is r.e­
comme nded. A lOth grade league 
and an 11th and 12th grade league 
may be practical . 

C .  Time Allotted to 1 - M's: 
Time after school is considered to 
be the best time administr�tively 
and ps ychologically . However, 
conflicts oft!ln arise with athletic 

programs, working stud ents, and 
transportation . I n  junior h i g h 
schools such an after school pro­
gram may be feasible if a school 
does not have an athletic prog ram 
or if the athletic progr am follows 
from an intramural program . Such 
a program is followed in the Grand 
R a p i d s Christian junior h i g h 
schools and appears to be very· 
workable. The noon hour, also, is 
often long enough to carry out an 
effective intramural p rog ram in 
the junior high . In high school the 
conflicts after s chool �ne often too 
great. Consideration should then 
be given to a noon - hour program. 
Time must be allowed for eating, 
showering, and dressing . A noon­
hour program coupled with an all­
school activity period or all- school 
activity period or all-school study 
hour is one of the most effective 
d evices for the promotion of an in­
tramural program. Saturday pro­
grams may also be considered . 

D. Activities: 
Activities should follow naturally 
from the physical education pro­
gram . They should include team, 
individual, fitness·, and skill e­
vents. Team sports such as touch 
or flag football, soccer, basket­
ball, volleyball, softball, field 
hockey, and track are all naturals 
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at the junior and senior high levels. 
Individual activities like ping - pong, 
badminton, and archery are organ­
izationally possible, as are fitness 
and skill events like basketball free 

throws, softball throw for dis­
tance, sit - up contests, push- up 
contests, etc. 

E .  Point and Award Systems; 
Sys tems of awards for placement 
are not entirely necessary� Hope-
fully, participation will be for par­
ticipation 1 s sake o However, such 
s ystems usually add inc·entive. In 
planning the point· system, care 
must be taken not to weigh any ac -
tivity unfairly . If  there is a vari-
ety of activities, points can be a­
warded according to the position 
of a team or individaul. An award, 
such as a plaque with the name of 
the unit with the greatest total 
points for the year, can add incen -
tive to the program. 

F. Financing: 
If  the intramural program 1s to be 
part of the educational program of 
the school, the money should come 
from the general budget. 

G. Promotion: 
intramural bulletins and articles in 
the school paper are naturals. Al-

so, communications sent to par­
ents will aid in their understand­
ing and support of the program . 

H o  Health and Safety Considerations: 
Planning and provision for physi­
cal examinations, first aid care, 
and supervision of activities must 
be made. 

ADMINIS TRATI ON OF PROGRAM 
A. Scheduling: 

The selection of the type of compe­
tition will depend upon facilities 
and, the time allotted. Types of 
competition usually are round ro­
bin, single elimination, and double 
elimination. Any intramural hand­
book such as that put out by the 
Rawlings Company can aid the di­
rector in arranging the intramural 
scheduleo 

Bo Rules: 
Every student should learn the 
rules of each sport or fitness e­
vent in the physical education pro­
gram. Usually national rules can 
be altered slightly to meet local 
conditions. 

C .  Regulations: 
This is the key to the success of 
the program . Students must be in­
formed a b o u t  regulations, and 
those regulations m u s t  b e  en -

forcedo Nothing wrecks an intra­
mural program more than not 
spelling out these regulations or 
not enforcing th� m. Regulati�ns 
may be split into two divisions: 
activity regulations and behavior 
regulations. Such factors as play­
ing times, eligibility rules, num­
ber of participants, extra person -
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nel (timeke epe r s , e t c .) , and r e gu­
lations of tie s and for feit s s hould 
he s pe lled out b e fo r e any ac t�vity 
� e g i n s . Be havio r r e gulations 
(s uch as c lothing and s how e ring 
polic ie s )  and ins t ructions r egar d ­
itlg c onduct and s tu dent movem ent 
b e fo r e ,  during , and aft e r intra ­
mu rals s hould b e  c learly c ommun ­
icat e d  to the s tud e nt s . Then the s e  
r e gulations mu s t  b e  e nfo r c e d .  In ­
tramural p rivilege s s hould b e  ta ­
ken away fr o m  tho s e  who d o- not 
follow the s e  r e gu lations . 

D. Equipment: 
U s ually one or mor e s tud e nt s  can 
b e  as s igne d the r e s pons ibility of 
obtaining and r eturning equipment. 

E. Officials :  
I n  junio r high the offic iatin-g c an 
mo s t  e ffec tive ly b e  done by m e m­
b e r s  of the faculty. It is pr obab ly 
b e s t  to u s e faculty m e mbe r s - as 
officials only at their own volition 
rathe r than to imp o s e  the job on 
them. In high s chool,  vars ity ath..,. 
lete s ,  advanc e d  s tudent s ,  and offi ­
c ial c lub membe r s  might b e  u s ed. 

F. R e c o r d s  and R e p o rt s :  
U p - to - date s tandings s hould b e  
mad e availab le. Furthe r m o r e ,  an 
annual r ep o r t  giving a s ummar y of 

. ac tiviti�s and an 'evaluation of the 
p r ogram s hould be made .  

C ONCLU SION 

I w ould like to c onclude by c hal ­
lenging you as adminis t r at o r s  to eval ­
uat e the pos s ib le s "o c ial , r e c r e ati onal, 
phys ical , and guidanc e valu e s  of an 

int ramural p r ogram. We in phys ical 
e ducation w ould s olic it your c o-op e r ­
ation in e s tablis hing the "must" c ond i­
tions for the e ffe ctive op e r ation of a 
full-fle dge d int ramur al p r ogram. We 
w ould urge you to find c omp e t e nt p e r ­
s onne l to dir e c t  the pr ogram s .  Final ­
ly, we would ins is t upon your, e valua ­
tion-of the p r ogram.- Is it educationa1-
�.Y beneficial ? 

Fo r you t e ache r s ,  w e  _wou ld u-rge 
individual e valuatl.on of the -role o f  in ­
tramural s .  We w ould enc ou rage you 
to give your allegianc e and c o-op era ­
tion wheneve r p o s s ible. You r s uppo rt 
is ne c e s s ar y  t o  ins ur e s u c c e s s  of the 
p r ogram. A r e  you willing ? 

We phys ical e ducat o r s  and intra ­
mu ral dir e ct o r s have a mo s t  challeng ­
ing job. We mu s t  for mulat e the ob ­
je c t ive s of the p r ogram. W·e mu s t  
o rganize and adminis te r the program 
s o  that the obje ctive s ar e tangible .  We 
mu s t  e valuate the p r ogram in o r d e r  to 
d e t e rmine if the e du c at io nal obje ctive s 
ar e being met. Our s is the tas k of 
d e mons t r ating the e ducational wo rth of 
the p r ogram. A r e  we up to the tas k ? 

# # # 

SOCIAL STUDIES S TIRRING S ----- --- --- --- ----- ----- -- ----
(Cont'd from Page 9) 

ge ography, his tory a n d e c onomic s .  
Your c omme nt s  and s ugge s t ions r e ­
gar ding the above p r op o s al w ould be 
app r e cAated. :Artic le s ,  book r e vi ew s , 
s p e c ial p r oje c t s  ar e ne e d e d  t o  ke e p  ou r 
d epartment alive. Let ' s  hear from 
you I They s ay our subjec t s  ar e the 
m o s t  liked or the mo s t  d i s liked by s tu ­
d e nt s .  What the n can w e  d o  t o  impr ove 
ins t ruc tion in the s ocial s tudie s s ub ­
je c t s  t o  make the m  mo r e  meaningful -
t o  our pupils ? H. B. 
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THE. CASE 

SCIENCE· 

MATH 
Department editor, 
Roger Bratt 

FOR EARTH SCIENCE 

There is perhaps no area of science 
that has been more neglected in our 
schools than earth science. This, how­
ever, was not true around the turn of 
the century. It was fashionable about 
1900 to teach geology and related sub­
jects at the secondary school level. 
As biology, physics, and chemistry 
"grew up," earth science was sacri­
ficed and was practically forgotten un­
til it was rediscovered in the late 1940's 
by science educators in the state of New 

York. Their pioneer work started a 
revival in the Eastern stat�s which has 
slowly spread across the country with 
some notable exceptions, specifically, 

--Harlan Kredit* 

Michigan, and to a lesser degree, Illi­
nois, Iowa, and Indiana. 

What significance does . the above 
have for us as Christian s':chool educa­
tors? We need not feel obligated to 
teach earth science in our secondary 
schools simply becauseNewYork does. 
But neither should we omit it from our 
curriculum merely because we have 
received no e d u c a t·i o n  a 1 leaders)lip 
from the public schools of our particu­
lar state., whatever i t  m a y  b e. I n  

•Mr. Kredit, A. B. Calvin College, i s  teacher of 
earth science and biology at Unity Christian High, 
Hudsonville, Michigan. 
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other words, it is my contention that 
we must examine for ourselves the po­
tentialities of an earth science offer­
ing at the junior or senior high level 
rather than waiting patiently for some 
other educational body to provide the 
leadership. 

T HE NEED 

Let's examine some possible rea­
son_s for including -earth science in our 
curriculum. All of us are well aware 
of the fantastic �urns of money that 
are be'ing spent on space exploration 
and related areas. National magazines 
frequently devote many pages to this 
topic accompanied by striking pictures 
of rocket launchings, astronauts, and 
lunar surfaces. Students seem to re­
act to this publicity with a lively inter­
est in space travel and its associated 
problems. By contrast, they do not 
always seem to demonstrate this degree 
of interest. in "generalized science" at 
the ninth grade le.vel. By directing the 
students 1 interest� along "astronomi­
cal pathways, 11 one has a splendid op­
portunity to teach them a basic science 
which is timely and relevant. In addi­
tion, isn't this an exc.ellent method of 
developing an idea of the immensity of 

God's universe and man's feeble at-. 
tempts to explore a microscopic por-
tion of it? 

The word "fossil" has often had a 
rather suspect connotation for many of 
us. It has smacked of evolution and 
"anti -Bishop Usherism." T o day, I 
think we definitely have to approach 
this from a more realistic point of 
view. Fossils are real and not simply 
the bones of a horse buried in a gravel 
pit for seventy years. An earth science 
course provides a splendid opportunity 
to take a long, hard look at fossils as 
related to the age of the earth. I firm­
ly believe there is no Scriptural con­
flict with this issue, and feel our stu­
dents should be clearly aware of this. 
If we sidestep this problem by saying 
nothing, are we shaping attitudes and 
opinions which will be conducive to ra­
tional thinking in-later life? 

Demographers warn that if popu­
lation increases continue_ at the present 
rate, the world food production must 
increase drastically in order to avoid 
a colossal famine. Oceanographers 
are well aware of this impending ca-
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tastrophe and are eng ag ing in consider­
able research to deve lop a palatable 
food mate rial from the oceans. A u nit 
i n  oceanog raphy i n  a n  earth science 
cou rse can reflect this new emphasis 
on oceanog raphic research . 0 c e a n  
tid es and currents seem to have g reat 
intrinsic interest for students and can 
for m the bas is for a very profitable 
d iscussion about the relationships be­
�w een currents, plankton, and larg er 
marine organisms . 

The earthquake' in Alaska has g iven 
more imp·etus to a study of the· earth ' s 
structure which has alread y been re­
ceiving e xtensive treatment.  The Na- . 
tiona! Sci ence Foundation is helping to . 
finance an ambitious proj ec t to drill a 
hole through the earth ' s  crust into the 
next layer called the mantle. This hole 
w ill be d :i-illed from a barge or. · boat 
some distance from shore .... -probably 
o f f  t h e Southern C alifornia c o a s .t.  
Hopefully this · ·  will g reatly increase 
otir·  khowled ge of the structure of the 
earth. I believe it is imp e rative that 
we a� quaint our stud ents with this area 
of g eolog y which will become int reas :.. 
inly sig nificant in the next fe'w years. 

W eather prediction is rapidly e­
volving into a full - fled g ed science with 

the help of radar and . sate llites . T he 
T iros series satellites are helping to 
develop a · r eal understanding of the 
mechanism of we ather formation and 
how perhaps this weather can be local­
ly altered. By making meteorolog y 
pertinent to scientific progres s today, 
substantial student interest can be de­
veloped. 

Hydrologists are promulgating the 
doctrine of water conservation today as 
never before. They maintain that un� 
less we begin to take drastic s teps to 
conserve or more efficiently use the 
available water, economic growth will 
be stifled in many, q.reas. Her e  is an­
other example of a pertinent area that 
could be adequately treated 1n an earth 
science course. 

Many other example�; could be 
mentioned , but perhap� the foregoing 
will suffice. S ome of us might protes t 
that we are already ' teaching - all of the 
subjects or areas list e d  above in our 
regular general science cours e. But 
many science educ ators believe that this 
is precisely the problem . A dab of as ­
tronomy and oceanography is thrown in 
with _ protons, chromosomes, and wav­
icles, which mean·�: that hone o'f them 
is treated a<lequately. T hey 'ma.intain 
that g ene ral ' scienc e could ve ry well be 
taught durih_g the seventh and eighth 
g rad es, and then· a rigorous earth sci­
ence course could be introduced at the ' , l" 
nint4 g rade level� And, furthermore, 

· if· this sc ience course is taught as a 
proc es.s of inquiry and not as a static 
body of knowledge, , th'� ' . student would 

;·'!Je  well prepared to undertake some of 
the ' ." new" ' biology, chemistry, and 

. physics coO.rs es on a senior high level 

IMP LEM:tNTATION 
T here are presently at least three 

good earth science textbooks and labor­
atory manuals on t.he market, and more 



are beginning to appear. The Ear th 
Science Curriculum P roject ( E S CP) , 
financed by the National S cience F oun­
dation (NS F) , has written an excellent 
G eology and Earth S cience S ourcebook. 
They also wrote a textbook accompan­
ied by a lab manual which is currently 
being tested in many classrooms a­
cross the country and will be revised 
and commercially published shortly . 

Another excellent aid is the refer­
ence series on films, sources of infor­
mation, and book lists published by 
the ESCP and sold very inexpensively . 
Encyclopedia B ritannica, Time - Life 
Inc . , MacG raw -Hill, and many other 
companies have recently produced ex­
cellent films and film strips on erosion, 
space travel, glaciers, etc 0 , which are 
readily attainable. In other words, ex­
cellent materials are available, and 
many more are in the planning stage. 

Perhaps I should conclude by men­
tioning a basic problem that will have 
to be faced. Teachers of earth science 
should definitely not be " drafted1 1 to 
teach the subject since this area re­
quires academic preparation as does 
any other discipline. The NS F spon­
sored thirty - five sum mer Eart)l. S ci­
ence Institutes at colleges and univer­
sities all over the country during 1964, 
and more are planned for 196 5 . If one 
of these cannot be obtained, most uni­
versities offer ext ension courses which 
can help to prepare a prospective tea­
cher if actual resident training at a 
college is not feasible. 

It should be obvious by now that 
this pr ogram will effectively work only 
if the re is a clos e correlation in science 
teaching f r o m  grades one t h r o u g h  
twelve. This will not be easy, but it 
can be done if we are willing to really 
work at it . 

In summary, I feel that the teach­
ing of a well organiz ed course in e'frth 

science will fulfill a vital need in our 
science · curriculum. We must seri­
ously consider its inclusion; we can' t • 
afford not to. 

BOOK 
REVIEW 

- -Pa1tl D. Hoeks ema* 

BSCS PHA MPH LET SERIES , Edited by 
Dr. Walte r Auffe nber g, B iological S ci­
ence s Curr icJilum Study, Published by 
D. C.  Heath and Company, 2 85 Colum­
bus' Avenue, B oston, Mass. , each pam­
phlet approximate ly 3 5  pages. P rice: 
$ .  60 pe r copy, $ 4 .  00 per 8 is sue sub­
scription in U . . S.  

Each of the sixte en BSCS pamphlets 
presently available is designed to cover 
a specific are a of life scie nce. Out­
standing authorities write in. these a­
reas with subj ect de pth the space in a 
text would not allow . The pocket siz ed 
pamphlets have refere nces and some 
colored illustrations . They are de­
vis ed to produce an accumulative re - ·  
source for biological education. While 
the pamphlets are directed primarily 
to teachers and students of high school 
level, they will also pr ove u s eful to 
teachers of all levels of life scienceo 

G uideposts o f  Animal Navigation 
notes that migr ation is one of the most 
noticeable things animals do. The paths 

( cont 1 t p .  3 2 ,  col .  1 )  
*Mr. Hoekse ma is a m e m oer o f  the fa cult y  a t  Cen­

tra l  C hristia n H i gh Scho o l ,  Grand Rapids,  Michi gan. 



LAN G UAG E ARTS 

Department editor , 

Merle Meeler 

Only Poe In J unior H igh ? 
T HE E M BR Y O FAR MER AN D T HE 
P OE M  

" My father thinks the poem that we 
have to lea rn is silly, 1 1  says Joe one 
mo rning to his teache r o T he poem Joe 
has to learn is a sonnet by Shakespea re, 
" Poor Soul. the C entr e  of My Sinful 
E a rth . " Joe is al ready in the e i g hth 
g rade, and Pa did not need eight yea rs 
of edu cation to ea rn a living o Joe does 
not believe that he will need much ed­
ucation either ;  he wants to be a fa r m­
e r . Joe does not like poetry, he says, 
and anyw ay his aunt told him that 
Shakespe a r e  was certainly too difficult 
for the �ighth g rade .  

W e r e  Joe ' s teache r to listen to the 
whims of Pa, the knowledgeable aunt, 
and to Joe hims elf--or to any who be­
li eve t} lat the young !2an app r ec iate <?nly -

- -Richard Vander Zee* 

the simple--how impoverished the stu ­
dents would be . T hey would be depriv­
ed of much beauty that is often a con­
co r d  amidst complexity, a unity in va.­
iety . T hat one is unable to analyze or 
app rehend each pa rt in all its relation­
ships to the whole does not prove that 
one should not be exposed to the com­
plete a r t  wo rk, or that study of such 
works will necessa rily be fruitless. 

BR EAD OR O LIV E S ?  

" But, M r o Idealist, 1 1  you begin to 
mutte r under you r breath, " you are not 
suggesting that I ought to teach that 
kind of poetry to my junio r high stu ­
dents who can ' t  even write a sentence, 

•Mr. Vander Zee teaches in the j u n ior high d e part­
m e nt of  Pella Chr i stian Schoo l ,  P e l la , Io wa . He ha s 
an A. B. degr e e  fro m  Calvin College , and is c o m p lete­
i n g  his  d i ssertation for the M. A .  at  the Uni v ersity  of  

. Iowa.  
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are you? T eacher , your answer-- a  
typically pedag og ical one - -is a counter 
ques tion: W hy must our methods and 
materials be valued pr imarily from the 
utilitarian point of view ?  If man shall 
not live by br ead alone, why offer only 
bread? W hy not serve pickles and o­
lives, less nour ishing perhaps, too 
sour for some, but g reatly relished by 
other s; foods for which a taste must 
be cultivated, foods which are not eas- , 
ily digestible, and which may even 
cause some pain of indig estion, but 

wait until his students show a need for 
poetry 

'
or the one who inveigles or 

compels his students to consider a "dif ­
ficult" work and seeks to arouse a 
sympathetic vibration or appreciation 
in the human souls around him? 

ON T HE C OMP LEXITY OF C HOIC E 

W hat you are dubiously waiting for 
now, I suppose, is the simple formula 
for this i nveig ling or compelling . F or 
me to suggest how you or anyone else 
can do it would be presumptuous. That 
others have done it, and that I believe 
j unior high teachers ought to do it 
somehow, I can honestly write. 

Of the sonnet already mentioned , 
I am willing to sug g est some reasons 
that it can be taught to seventh - and 
eighth-grade students. Is this not the 
time. of life when the powers of body 
and mind enlarg e rapidly? The often 
conflicting powers of mind and body are 
felt with greater intensity than hereto­
fore. These children are growing up 
to some respo nsibility and choice .  
H ere now exist the choices between 
basketball and the pape r route, between 
baby- sitting j obs to earn some money 
for high school or college . 

foods which also can make the mouth H ow trag ic when we accept the 
water with a new healthy appetite .  norms o f  a society dedicated t o  the 

" whole man" who is merely an animal 
Less alleg or ically and circuitous- of the highest order ! How tragic when 

ly, I answer your question: Y es, I do those who fear to tax the minds of 
sugg est that we teach some very c om- youngsters are less concerned to let 
plex p oetry in the j unior high school . . them become responsible for wife and 
Abolish the consideration· of felt needs children before they g et to the late 
and consider only capacity; for how teens I The time to consider the op -
many, either young or old, feel even a posing demands of the flesh and the 
natural need for g etting up in the mor n- spirit is before the choice has been 
ing , much less for enj oying their finally made. T his choice need not be 
work ! If, however ,  a person remains spoke n to be shown. The efforts of 
in bed he will die there, and if he is a- young students who strive to control 
pathetic about his wor k, he has pro- mere1y physical urg es are ·indeed en-
bably died already emotionally and per- couraging . But many succ umb to the 
haps mentally, too . Who is the ideal - physical, the apathetic life. If you 
ist, . I ask you: the one who plans to then, with S hakespear e, as � your stu -
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dents t o  c ons ide r the b r e vity of life , 
the s pi r itual natu r e  of man , and the 
c onflic t ing c laims upon man ' s b e ing , 
you w ill b e  c onne c t ing t o  s om e thing 
s ignific ant w ithin the exp e r ienc e of 
the s tu d e nt . 

HOW HE D OE S  IT : STU D Y  OF FOR M 
Thu s  fa r w e  have c on s ide r e d  only 

the ide a s  p r e s ented in thi s s onnet , but 
the s tu d e nt s hould als o be r e c eptive t o  
the s tudy o f  it s fo r m .  Onc e  he ha s a c ­
c ep t e d  the validity of the id e a s , the 
s tudent ' s att ent ion may ling e r  to hear 
of . the p r oble m - - s o�ut iori o r  e ight - s ix 
line patt e r n  o r  even unrave l the rhyme 
s cheme . 

F o r  pu r po s e s  of c ompa r i s on and 
r e info r c e ment of the c on c ept , the s on ­
net a s  a typ e ,  I s ug g e s t  H opkins 1 
" G od ' s G r andeu r "  and Milton ' s 1 1 0n 
H i s  B lindne s s ' '  a s  quite t e a c hable . Of 
c ou r s e ,  s tudents c an not b e  exp e c t e d  

to und e r s tand by them s e lve s ;  they de ­
mand a thor ough explic ation . B y  a s k­
ing the s tu d e nt to lis t the va riou s  
me aning s o f  s eve r a l  wor d s  which Hop ­
kin s u s e s , you w ou ld b e. g iving a w o r th ­
while dict iona r y  exe r c i s e and making 
the explicat ion of the s onnet e a s ier . 
At the s ame tim e ,  you w ould challeng e 
the s tudent to d e r ive his own int e r p r e ­
tation and t o  t r y  t o  s olve the puz z le - ­
t o  unlock the me aning which i s  uniqu e ly 
c ontaine d .  

THE NATU RE OF STARVATION 

C on s ide r a l s o the idea s p r e s e nted 
in the s e  la s t  two s onnet s .  W ill the r e 
eve r be a time when natu r e  means mo r e  
t o  a p e r s on ,  o r  whe n �he t r a g e d y  of 
b lindne s s  w ill be mor e imp r e s s ive than 
when a ll the othe r s e ns e s  enla r g e  and 
the · fr e s hne s s  of p e r c eption r e mains ? 
Let tho s e  who ne e d  nou r i s hment be fe d 
w ith g ood thing s whe the r they have 
hung e r  o r  no . 

BR IDG I NG THE GAP : 
TEACH I NG l i TERATURE 

In a r e c ent is s u e  of The C h r i s t ian 
Home and S c ho o l  Mag a z ine I c omm itt e d  
mys e lf t o  a s e r i e s  o f  fou r a r t i c le s · on 
the g e n e r a l  s ubj e ct " B r id g ing the G ap 

- -Stanley M. Wiersma·* 

B e tw e e n  T e aching W r iting and Teach ­
ing Lit e ratu r e ,  1 1  the s e c ond in s t a ll ­
ment t o  b e  offe r e d  t o  The C h r i s tian 
E d u c at o r s  J ou rnal . My atte mpt is to 
b r id g e  the gap b e tw e e n  the pe r iod i c a l s  
a s  w e ll a s  b e t w e e n  te aching lit e r at u re 
and t e a c hing w r iting . 

THE MA LOD OR OF MASTE RPIEC ES 

No ma s t e rpie c e  s h.ould eve r be 
int e r p r e t e d  a s  a mas t e rpie c e ,  by iithe r 
s tudents o r  t e a c he r s . B u r d e n ing any 

*Dr. Wiersma teaches Engli sh a t  Calvin Co llege.· 
His article here is a portion o f the speech which he gave 
at  one o f  the sectiona l H1eetings o f  the Mid w est Chris­
tian Tea chers Association conv e ntion held in Gra nd 
Rapid s ,  Michiga n ,  Civic Auditoriu m ,  Nove m ber , 1 \.J64. 
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work with the title " mas te rpiece" may 
retain a g iven work in the high s chool 
cur r iculum year afte r year, but there 
is no more e ffe ctive barrier to keep 
s tud ent s from dis covering it as a great 
work for the m s e lve s . I am not s peak­
ing of the barrier that the word " mas ­
te rpie c e "  make s for the occas ional i­
c onoclas t, but for eve ry s tudent. 

. For me,  for ins tance, the word- ­
or i f  not the word, then the idea - ­
" maste rpie c e " was a barrie r when I 
fir s t  r ead Macbeth in high s chool: 

When s hall we three meet again, 
In thund e r, lightning, and in rain. 
When the hurleyburley's done, 
Whe n the battle's los t and won . 
That s hall be � re s e tting s un. 

I read and I re memb e r  thinking, "Is . 
) this play with its Witche s and nons ens e 

a mas terpiece ? " T he eerie opening 
is one of the me'thods\ by which Shake­
spea'r e  jar s u s/out of the res pectable 
world into the1 d iabo�ical �orld of Mac­
beth and his lad y • .  l It did jar, me, but 
not out of my worUl into Macbeth •,s ;  

the conc ept "mas te rp iece " was in the 
way. 

And what is a mas terpiece but a 
work made by a g e nius ? T hat word 
" genius " s tand s in the way of appreci­
ation jus t as  much as the word " mas ­
te rpiec e ": "W hy s hould I get clutched 
about Shake s pe are ' handling of Lad�,_ ' 1/ 1 I l 1 !' II Macbeth' s madne s s ?  Shake spear.e wat . 
a genius , after all. W hat elf� e  would 
you expect? " C an you not he a:r a teen -
ag:er, s ay.'it ? 

· 

ni!�n 'dENIU S AND THE T E S T  - O F­
TIME MY TH 

Of cou r s e � th·� t e e nage r, will blithe­
ly admit, no g eniu s  is  r ecognized as 
genius until aft e r  his death. T he teen­
ag e r  has learned that for an artis t to 
be accepted as a g e niu s , at leas t · one 
of his works mus t  have been accepted 
as a · mas te rpie ce; to be accepted as a 
maste rpiece  in turn requires that a 

work mus t have s tood " t h e  t e s t o f  
time. " No wonder that every genius 
is dead. 

T he " tes t - of - time" myth is another 
of the gros s violations done to the pro­
ces s of teaching literature. The im ... 
plication in the myth is that time alone 
will s elect magically which " master­
pieces ' '  ought to be preserved, while 
people g aze vapidly at TV and wait. 
The myth abs olves the s tudent from 
making any c ritical judgments, es pe­
cially on artis ts who are alive; time 
takes care of all such matters. The 
myth alienates the student from the 
only artis ts who can ever be aware of 
his s upport. A s entimental tear for 
Keats becaus e of the naughty, naughty 
publi.c which jus t ignored him is g ross­
ly mis placed when one considers some 
living " Keats " today in a similar plight. 
In s hort, tirne will s ay nothing at · all 
unless an aware puplic actively sifts 
and winnows bad writing from good, in 
the work of the pres ent as well as in 
that ·of pas t wri;ers .; \ 

-

1WHY THE MAS T E�:PlE C E  NEEDS 

Y OU R  V OTE 
I ' 

� ln b ewailing the " masterpiece" -
" genius " - " test - of - time" myth, I do not 
wis h to diminish how important dis­
criminating people are to approval of , 
any work that--:d e s e rves approval. The 
more dis c riminating people who. ap­
prove a work throughout various. his ... 
torical changes in taste and manners, 
the more likely a work is to live. A 

truly great work never has enough votes 
to ins ure its life as long as it deserves. 
Therefore, the approval- - that is, the 
vote - - of every dis criminating person 
is neces s ary, and every potentially 
discriminating pers on mus � be made 
active ly dis criminating s o  that he can 
vote rightly. 

B ut it is not enough that the vote 
be right. T he fellow who, when asked, 
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" Who is  the g r e at e s t  E ng lis h w r ite r ? " 
ans we r s ,  " I  gu e s s  Shake s p e a r e , " not 

having r ead any of the plays , ad d s  no 
s tability to  the lit e rary immortality 

which Shake s p e a r e  d e s e rve s , T hat fe l -:­
low i s  the victim o f  one fo r m  o f  the 
ma s te rp ie c e  s ynd rome . T he r ight vot e  
mu s t  b e  one o f  c onvic t ion . 

THE MANU S C RIP T APPROACH 

If  a work is  to  g a in the  app r oval 
born of c onvic t ion ,  it mu s t  not be  ap ­

p r eached as  a ma s t e rpie c e ,  but as  a 
manu s c r ipt . Let s tudents  imag ine that 

W ill Shake s p e a r e  gave the m the manu ­
s c r ipt of Macbeth ye s t e rday to look 
ove r .  Le t the m fo r g e t ,  a s  much a s  the 

languag e and the s tag e c onve nt ions a l ­
low , that i t  i s  almo s t  fou r c e ntu r ie s  

old and that it s tood the te s t  of time . 
Let the m  t r e at Shake s p e a r e  w ith s a c r i ­

le g e - -he is  not holy . Let the m be hon ­
e s t  about what they r e g a r d  a s  w e ak ­

ne s s e s  i n  the p lay;  you , the teache r ,  

can c o r r e ct ' ' the m when you have in ­

s ight which they do  not into any g iven 
p o r t ion and it s func t ion in the who le . 

But when you cannot explain what s tu ­

d e nt s  c on s id e r  weakne s s e s ,  d o  not he s ­

itate to  c all the m we akne s s e s . 

c e lebrate the t r iumph;  lit e rary tri­
u mphs a r e  the r e s ult of t o r me nt , e ve n  
fo r g e niu s , and eve ry t r iumph is a 
minor mirac le . How would the student 
want to  b e  t r e ated had he w r itten the 
s c ene  he like s in Shake s p e a re ? C on ­

s id e r ing Shake s p e a r e  a s  a pe r s on of 

like pas s ions w ith u s  is ne c e s s a r y  to 
r e s cue his wo rks from a fat e worse 
than lite rary d e ath: admiration w ith ­
out app r e c iation fo r the w r ite r and a 
lab e l  like " ma s te rpie c e s " ins tead of 

inte rpretation fo r the p lays . Only if 
the s tudent c om e s  to each work of li­
te ratu r e  as  a manu s c ript  can he dis ­

cha r g e  his r e s pons ibility of · d i s p o s ing 

his lit e rary app r oval whe re  he needs 
to  dis po s e it . 

DISC RIMINATION DE MANDS DIRT 

Making the s tud e nt awar e  of his 
r e s pons ib ility in s upp o r t ing the g r eat 
t rad ition of humane lette r s - -that is the 
purpo s e  fo r our teac hing him lite r ­
atur e .  H e  mus t  not only le arn how to 
enj oy lite ratur e ,  but how to  d is c r imin ­
ate . 

D is c r iminat ion c annot b e  taug ht 
at all by ins i s t ing that a s tud ent .  r ead 

only "the be s t  that has been  thoug ht 
and s a id . " Only the rare  palate c an 
d i s t ingu is h d i f f e r e nc e s  b e t w e e n  

O n  t h e  o t h e r hand , whe neve r 
Shake s p e are t r iumphs , let  the s tud ent s  
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best and very best. S ubj ecting our 
students only to th,e best and very best . 
( " T here is limited ti me ; shouldn't we' 
cover all the g reat wor ks we can? " )  
defeats its p urp os e .  C a:n they take the 
first steps in discri mination by arg u ­
ing the comparative merits of Macbeth 
and Lear ? S ubj ected only to master ­
pieces which they do not yet have the 
skill to discriminate from each other, 
students become calloused to g reat 
literature. "Another masterpiece, ho ­
hum . "  Brought up on what is best, 
the. · student has never been forced to 
define what makes one work better than 
others . He cannot rea lly enj oy any 
g r eat work because he cannot discern 
the qualities that make it g reat. Lack ­
ing a sense of what is inferior in liter ­
ature, he cannot know why the better 
is better. T he proverbial peck of dirt 
is more necessary in literature than 
in life . 

S tudents, I think, should be pre ­
sented with manuscripts of all kinds: 
excellent writing and g ood writing , but 
also mediocre writing and poor writing . 
T he p ieces oug ht not to be labeled, 

"The high school library research 
paper is often r iver of quoted bril­
liance damned oc.casionally by a stu­
dent- produced S andbar • I I  

- - T he Eriglish J our nal 

"Those who have cared greatly 
for any book :whatever, may possibly 
come to care, some day, for g ood 
books. T he organs of appreciation ex­
is t in them. They are not impotent. 

- -C .  S .  Lewis 

neithet:" by the tradition . nor by , the tea ­
cher .· A student mus .t becpm e free to 
mak� his ow n aesthetic j ud g ment s  on 
the,:l�asis of the manuscript before him . 

EVA.iUA T ING MANU S C RIP T S  AND ' � - · . . 
THAW ING T RADITION , 

' . . , ··· .. 
T h e ma_nuscrip t app roach, of 

course, is unp r e dicta ble . Some mas ­
terp ieces will be unexpecte dly dow n ­
g raded and others w ill unexpe ctedly 
come to the top .  Mos t fr equent ly d e ­
viations from the traditional evalua ­
tion w ill be corr ected by deepening in � 
sig ht into the works· evaluated . . . B.ut 
sometimes an over - p r aised " master ­
p iece" will be downg raded and some ­
times a deserving manu s c ript ra is,ed 
from the dead. E ven w hen hone st mis­
takes o ccur, they are to be preferred 
above a froz en trad ition of lite rary 
criticism which dictates for r equired 
reading a closed li st of maste.rp ieces . 

W e  must all do our best to see 
masterpieces as ril,anus cripts awaiting 
evaluation . Manus cripts awaiting e ­
valuation now crowd my desk, as ·u·n­
doubtedly they crown the desk of eve : y  
E ng l ish teacher. E valuaV ng m a n u ­
sc ripts: do yo� see that the -te ac h:l�g 
of literature ·and the. teaching of wr 1 t ­
ing i s  real�y the same? 

"Like a piece of ice on a hot stove 
the p oem mu s t  r i de on its own melt­
ing • • • • It can never lose its sep.se . 

of a meaning that once UI,lfolded by sur­
p rise as it went. " ., 

... -Robert Frost 

_" Any first - rate novel ,or sto:r: y 
must have in it the strength of a dozen 
fairly good stories that have been sac­
rificed to it. " 

- -W illa C ather 
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" BAN THE BAND": A W ORD OF 
C LARIFIC ATION 

In the fall issue of the C .  E .  J .  the 
provocat ive ar ticle, "Ban the Band , " 
was published neither to depr ecate band 
directors nor to r aise a riot ( as some 
would allege) . Rather , its p ur pose 
was t o  stimulate a d iscussion of the 
object ives of a .  band pr og r am in the 
C hrist ian school system and to encour ­
age an honest look at the status quo. 

Incidentally, putting this band ar ­
ticle under a pseud onym was enti r ely 
my idea, not the author• s: this pr oved 
to be poor jud gment, and, I hope, d id 
not detract from the stimulating ques­
t ions which the writer pos ed. 

An afterthought � d oes the absence 
of writt en replies mean that the· auth­
o r • s contentions "win by d efault"? 

THE ARTS IN OUR SCHOOLS 

There is a growing wor ld -wide in­
terest in the F ine Ar ts: ar chitecture, 
music , paint ing, sculpture. In these 
arenas merge universal human inter ­
ests in color , line, form, r hythm , 

Department edi tor, 
Vernon Boerman 

symbols, and t he physical embod iment 
of ideas. 

T he alert C hr istian community is 
also incr easing ly asking questions in 
the ar ts: W hat is r elig ious ar t? W hat 
is mod er n  ar t ?  W hat is C hr istian art? 
W hat is the histor ical and contempor ary 
significance of symbols, both sacr ed 
and secular ? How d oes ar t l.n its many 
forms speak meaning fully in education? 
In wor ship? In evaluating the commer ­
cial outp ut of a g r owing technology 
wher e perception and discr iminatio·n 
ar e incr easing ly impor tant for ever y 
per son? 

T his gr owing inter est i� the aes ­
thet ic d imensions of life and the g r ow ­
ing awareness of pictor ial r ealities, 
nourished by the r evolution in com mer ­
cial publishing , thr usts an exciting 
possibility on our C hr istian schools, 
it seems to me . As we become awar e 
of these for ms of expression, we will 
be in a favorable position to d evelop 
under standing s of the ar ts by which 
men speak power fully w ith one another . 

W e  should now be facing the oppor ­
tunit ies which the art s  offer in d evel-
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oping m·an ' s  work " t o  G od ' s  glor y . " 
A rath e r  high p r i o r ity rating s hould g o  
t o  the thinking - talking - w r it ing about 

the art s in ou r e d u c at i onal s ys te m . 

And - - n e e d  it be  add e d ? - - w e  mu s t  not 

s imply think -talk - w r ite , but we  mu s t  
be willing w ith manpow e r  and mon.e y 

to imple ment our ideals  when we c ome 
to reali z e  how the y w ill he lp e volve a 
mo r e  meaningful  C h r i s t ian e duc at ion . 

De aling with one limit e d  pha s e of 
the arts  in ou r s chools , thi s  s e c t ion of 

the p r e viou � J ournal atte mpt e d  to  e -
. 

valuat e the r ole of s chool band s in hin ­
de r ing or  he lping mu s ic ' s  c ont r ibution 
in the C h r i s tian s chool . In this is sue , 
w e  we lcome the c omment s  of  a parent 
who i s  c onc e rned  w ith the d e arth of 
the graphic art s in ou r s chools . 

" G ive beauty back,  beauty, beauty , 
b eauty ,  ba c k  to G_od , beauty ' s  

s e lf and beauty ' s g ive r . 1 1  

- -G .  M .  Hopkin s 

Art Instruction -- Our Growing Need 

For mo s t  of us parent s ,  the thought 
of having r e gular a rt in s t ruction on 

eve ry g rade leve l of the C h r i s t ian 
s chool s y s t e m  is c on s id e r e d  unlike ly . 
Part of our thinking i s  that s in c e  w e  
neve r had it , ou r child r en d o  not n e e d  
i t  e ithe r ;  als o ,  w e  a r e  unwilling t o  

spend p a r t  o f  ou r s chool budg e t  fo r 

thi s  " unne c e s s ary fr ill . " 

This  att itud e p r e vails  a,mong u s  
even though fo r many of u s  the r e  is  a 

Dutch anc e s t ry which ha s g iven the 

world s ome of it s g r eate s t  painte r s ; 
it is  only a frugal Dutch -Ame r ican 

he r itag e which has c au s e d  u s  to  part 

c ompany with that art is tic t r a d it ion of 
the N e the r land s .  

Y e s ,  w e  d o  allow a s p r inkling of 

" art" from year to year , but it is de ­
pendent upon the whim of each teache r ,  

and enthu s ia s m  for it may s oon b e  lo s t  

und e r  the bu r d e n  o f  r e gula r s ubj e c t s . 

Lac king an enc ount e r  w ith the a r t s , 

*Mrs. Vander Meulen is the wife of James Vander 
Meulen , a faculty member at Illiana Christian High 
Schoo l ,  Lansin g ,  I llinois. 

--Helen Vander Meulen * 

ou r child r e n  would p r obably t r e at a 

c la s s vis it to  an art  galle ry with c om
'
­

plete ind iffe renc e .  

But ,  mo r e  s e r iou s , the c r e ative 
ability which is  in eve ry child i s  allow ­
e d  t o  w ithe r .  While exe rt ing g r e at 
p r e s s u r e  in the a r e a s  of s c ienc e ,  " ne w  
Il"lath, " and ac c e le rate d r e ad�ng p r o ­
g ram s , we  have left little room for 
s e lf - exp r e s s ion and c r e ativity . 

. This  s ituation was  vivid.ly br ou ght 
home to me thi s pas t summe r . Thr e e  
o f  our children - -ag e s  10, 12, and 14 -
w e r e  enr olled in an infor mal art  c la s s 
which met w e e kly with a qualified  te a ­
che r .  B e fo r e  enr olling , the ir attitude 
was  one of g r e at r e luctan c e , with a 
fi rm c onviction that this w ould be a 
w a s t e  of p r e c iou s s umme r vac ation . 
Departu r e  for the ir  fir s t  s e s s ion wa s 
a s e c r et  w e ll - kept from the ir  friend s . 

But , the t rans fo rmation that c ame ove r 

the m was amaz ing . The y w e r e  full of 

enthu s ia s m, and we r e  p r oud of what 

the y had been able to p r oduc e .  E ach 

s uc c e e ding s e s s ion b e c ame the high . 
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p oint of the w e e k, eag e rly await e d . 

T h r ough the s e  summ e r  l e s s ons the y  

have be e n able t o  ab s o rb fo r the fir s t  

time s ome o f  the fundamentals  o f  a r t ,  
and i t  h a s  opene d a n e w  and fa s c inat ing 

w o r ld for the m .  W ith only a few s i'ITlple 

tools  the y opened the door t o  many pos ­

s ib ilitie s ;  it was a g r eat r e ve lation to  

all  of u s . 

The re  s h ould be s e r iou s c ons ide r ­
ation to  inc o rporat ing a w e ll -planned 

art  p r o g ram into the  cur r iculum of ou r 

C h'r i s tian s chools . Even though w e 
r e aliz e not all of our teache r s  can be 
exp e c t e d  t o  s har e this talent , a quali ­

fie d  ins t ructor  would be able to  c o ­
o r d inate the c omplete p r o g ram o f  the 
s chool . 

W e  d o  not exp e c t  all ou r child r e n  
to  be V a n  G oghs , but we  d o  exp e c t  a 

balanc e d  dev13 lopment of talents . W e  
not only w i s h  our child r e n  to  s e e the 

b e autie s of G od ' s c r e atio n  with clea r e r  

v i s  ion, but als o want to  b r e ak down 
bar r ie r s  to a fulle r and r iche r app r e ­

c iation of the a r t s . 

A fine p r og ram of art  e ducation 

c an c e rtainly c ont r ibut e to  the total 

mental,  ae s thetic , emot ional, and s o -

-------------- ------ ------- --�------------------

T HE P E O P LE O F  AV ON 

S o  d e e p  a s  the ir  malig nant b e auty bit 

s o  wa s he a r me d - - t o  cap the t e e th of s adne s s  
and g i ld the ir  mouths w ith g old,  not c ounte rfeit ,  

but  real  a s  rag e . If,  to  d i s a r m  the ir madne s s ;  
he le ft the ir lip s a vivid void , he knew 
the we apon wit s ometim e s  d i s cha r g e s  s ilence - ­

a s  pointe d pun s a r e  s ometime s pointle s s  to 

infe ct the vis c e ral fab r ic o f  pent violenc e .  

T hu s  he would me d itate the art  of  t e a r s :  
r e s e a r c h  in he a r t ,  and r e fe r e n c e  in brain ,  

·a s s ault a n  ima g e  to exalt his  pe e r s , 
pu r s ue the ambiguous e c s tacy of  pain . 

And this i s  all ? T he c a r d s  have neve r s hown 

how he was d e alt - - t o  deal  with g r i e f  alone . 

- -Stuart Ouwinga* 

*Mr. Ouwi n ga , A. B. C a lvin Colle ge , teaches at the 
Dutton Christia n  Schoo l ,  Dutton ,  Michigan. 
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c ial g rowth of ou r child r e n .  In addi ­

tion, a rt expe r ienc e s  can be u s eful in 

enricP,ing the > lea rning in oth e r  a c a ­

demic areas . 

Of c ou r s e , · art  ins truc tion s h ould: 

not be r e s tricted  to  tho s e  of high ac a ­

demic ability: s atis fying exp e rienc e s  
a r e  po s s ible fo r all child r e n  o f  va r ying 
artis tic and int e ll e c tual abilit ie s .  The 
need for c re ative exp re s s ion exi s t s  fo r 

all; thr ough art; young s t e rs may ex ­
pr e s s  ideas , fee lin g s ·, and r e a·c tions 

in vis ual form;� and' may be enable d · to 

develop an awarene S S  that I I  • 0 � field 

and s t r eain and tee ming s t re e t s  a r e  

' .. \ 

Dear D r . D e  B oe r ,  

LETTERS 
Y ou s tated a real

· 
p r oblem in you r 

lett e r  in the la s t  i s sue  of the J ourna l .  

W ith pe rhap s  s·ome t ongue in che ek,  
you s ug g e s t e

'
d almo s t

' a doz en und e r � 

s tandings  of  the kinds of m e c han i s ms 
of learning . T hen 

'
came you r now - t e ll ­

me que s tions : " W h1ch of the s e  p s ycho ­

log ical mechanis ms is  the Holy Spirit 

going to  us e ?  Doe s  He have a cho ic e ,  
o r  doe s H e  have a n  ' i s m '  o f  H i s  own ? " 

I know that you too a r e  awa r e  that 
" then wind blow s whe r e  it wills ; you 
hear the � ound of it ,

·· 
but you do not · 

know whe r e  it ·come s from,  o r  whe r e  

i t  is  g o ing . "  -Y ou a r e  too  aware that it 

is impo s s ible to r e s t r ict  the Spirit ' s  

work, fo r example ,
' 

in �o r king only 

thr ough " innate �d eas " or only through 

" function<His m . " G rac ious ly and p r o ­
vid e ntially , the Spirit can  and d o e s  

full o f  H im . " W ith a deve lop e d  s en s i ­

tivity , each .pe r s on may p e r c e ive beau ­

ty with new capac ity . 

E a rth ' s c rammed with he aven , 

And eve ry c ommon bus h  afi r e  

with God ; 
But only he who s e e s  take s ' off 

his  shoe s .  
( B r owning) · 

A s  pa r e nt s  w e  c a�not . s hrug our 

s houlde r s  and s ay our C h r i s tian s chools 

c annot affo r d  a fine p r o g ram of art  in :­
s truction - - r athe r '  c an we affo rd t o ' 
igno r e  thi s  impo rtant part  of our child ­

r e n 1 s e duc ation ? 

TO THE EDITOR 
w o r k  through,  and s ome t im e s  in s p it e  

o f ,  a l l  ou r p e dantic  t e r m s  and c on ..,  

s t ruct ions . 
• 

But i s  the _ pr oblem you w e r e  rais ­
ing r e a lly m e r e ly the one - e ighth of  the 

ic ebe r g ?  Is  it that you too  a r e  be.c om ­
ing a bit impatient with ' ' e ducational 

s hopta lk" about C hr i s t ian edu cation and 
that you too a r e  s t rugg ling with the 

" d i s t inct ivene s s  of C h r i s t ian educ a ­
tion" p r oble m ?  

May I the r e fo r e  s ha r e  w ith you 

s ome not ions that may b e g in to he lp r e ­
c on s id e r  the e s s entials of C hr is t ian 
educat ion? 

If a new s  r e p o rt e r  a s ke d  me :  

"What i s  C hr is t ian educatio n ? " he very 

p r obably would c ov e r  the  s to r y  by rais ­
ing the j ournali s t ic  one - w o rd e r s : Who ? 

Why ? When ? Whe re ? What ? How ? 
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And here are the notes which he might 
take fo r his story . . . . 

" C HRISTIAN E DU CATION . . .  to b e  
u nde rstood i n  terms of: 

• 
"WHO? P ersonnel, faculty . ·  . .  that 

all - e ssential but difficult-to-pro cure 
class room teacher . . . .  individual who 
has had excellent traini ng . . . .  interes -
ted in professional growth . . . .  permea -
ted with meani ngful commitment to his 
God . . . .  Has old - fashioned notion that 
a p,erson teache·s most of all by example 
ever been disproved ? 

" W HY ? Theory, rat ionale, root, 
foundation, pri ncip le, star.ting point,  
motivation . . .  �ost frequently doctrine 
of " covenant" · cited . . . .  Two observa ­
tions: this doctrine an ed ucational or 
a re li g io us pri nciple, or both? . . .  C er­
tai nly speaks to issue that parents are 
responsible fo r child ' s tr ai ning . . . .  but 
is it . root ( or should it be) o f  educa ­
tional matters such as curriculum? . . .  
Why this " c ovenant " doctri ne s t r e s s ed 
heavily for e le m enta r y  leve ls but 
s e ems to lo s e  c o g e nc y  on s e c ond a r y  
level,  and dis app e a r s  c omplet e ly in 
r ationale for a C hr i s tian c olle g e ? 
In upp e r  levels , CAUSE o r  INTENTION 
not c e ntral,  but E F FEC T o r  RESU LT: 
glory of G od and s e rvic e in H i s  king ­
dom • • • •  W or s t of all, if not rat ionale , 
s tudent s dis c e rn when life is g one out 
of a movem ent •. 

" WHEN ? Rang e ,  extent • • • •  C on ­
s is tent t o  s upport C h r i s tian e ducation 
b e g inning at the ninth g r ade ? • • • •  o r  'to 
s ay ,  at c olle g e  leve l,  s tud ent to b e  on 
hi s ow n at · a" 'public institution ? • • • •  Is 
id eal a c omp r e hens ive s y s te m ,  kin ­
dergarden thr ough unive r s it y ?  

r e ally know when they' ve been changed 
• • •  especially impo rtant fo r ext ra - cu r ­
r ic ula r activitie s whe r e  the influence 
of C hr i s t ian education may be made o r  
b r oken • • •  fo r example , tempe r - lo s ing 
coaches • • • •  C hapel:  W hy ?  What ? 
H ow ? • • • •  D ifficult r ole of apthor ity • • •  

one way r ole not s olved :  pa r ent s 
s ending note s to p r inc ipal s  allow ing 
high s chool J ohnny _to s moke • • • •  

C hr i s t ian e ducation cannot take pla c e  
i n  e ithe r ana rchy or dic�ator s hip • • • •  

r e lations hip of Old T e s tament law Jo 
New T e s tament love p e rhap s he lpful 
in s etting guid e lin e s  for b�th the kind s 
of rul e s  and the ir enfo r c e ment � 

" WHAT ? C u r r iculum, c ontent , 
c ou r s e s  • • • •  H e r e  is  ar e a  of expo sure 
to var iou s  alt e rnate yiew s  to C h r i s ­
t ianity , • s uch a s  R om<thtic i s m ,  evolu ­
t ion, Platonis m • • • •  nbne uphold cafe ­
t e r ia s tyle ( " take youf'" pic k" ) o r  straw ­
man app r oach ( i ' of c (>ur s e ,  T wain ha s 
nothing to t e ll u s  a s  C h r i stians " )  • • • •  

Then, too,  s hould health be taught ? 
D r ive r ' s training ? State history_? 
In int r icac ie s of s uch p r oble m s , idea 
of C h r i s tian e ducat ion i s  ·molded . 

"HOW ? Methodology, a-pp roach, 
p e r s pe c t ive • • • •  mos t ab s t rac't , mos t 
s ubtle • • • •  how be s t  c an s tudent at all 
levels be aided in s e e ing r e lationship s 
and making d i s t inctions from a Chris -

· tian p e r spe ctive ? • • • •  If National U ­
nion of C h r i s tian S chools s ug g e s t s  c on ­
c r ete p r opos als ( teache r s '  handbooks , 
manuals , r e s ou r c e  unit s ) ,  will ind o ­
lent o r  ove r -bu s y  te ache r s  rely too 
he avily on s uch aids ? • • • •  How can have 

· b oth individuality of C h r i s t ian ap ­
p r oach without be ing arbitrary, and 
c ommunality without falling into loc k­
s tep c onfo r mit y ?  • • • •  If too many s tu ­
dents leave too many c la s s rooms too 

. "WHERE ? Atmo s phe r e ,  c limate , many. ti mes s aying , "I  c an ' t  t ell di£ -
c onduc�,  morals , s p i r it of ins tltu - fe r e nc e , " whe r e ' s C h r i s t ian education ?  
tion • • • •  W ould ag r e e  that " C hr i s t ian - .. . . .  P erhaps a time and plac e to say 
ne s s "  of place s hould be a s  natural a s  to d is c ip line s as we ll a s  to ind ivi -
b r e athing ; . the n s tudents w ith neve r dual teache r s :  e ithe r put up or shut 
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up . F r e e ly trans lated , e ithe r c ont inue 
to d eve lop the C hr i s tian implic at ions 

of you r subj e c t ,  o r  e l s e d is c ont inue 

you and you r s ubj e ct . 1 1  

* * 

Aft e r  this reporte r ha s s c r ibb led 

his note s , the r e  are two all - impor tant 

B O O K  R E V I E W 

( C ont ' d  from p .  20) 

animals trave l a r e  d e s c r ib e d  as not 

re ally paths at all, but c hains L p r op e r  

r e s pons e s  for which in s t inct  alone c an ­
not p r ovid e the guid epo s t s . S olut ions 

are sug g e s te d  and d evelop e d . B iolog i ­
cal C locks is an examination of the na ­
tur e  of the p r e c is e  " c lo c ks " and " c alen ­

dar s "  and the r o le thes e biolog ical  

" c lock works " play in animal behavior .  

Home o s tatic Regu lation d e ve lop s the 
s teady s tate c onc ept and enable s us to 

app ly one more  c ommon d e nominato r  
t o  the dynamic a s p e c t s  of  biolog ic al 

s ys t e m s . Population G enetic s illu s ­
trat e s  the Hardy -W e inbe r g  Law . W ith 

int e r e s ting analog ie s  it shows how the 
gene fr e quency in a population c an in 

the ory r e main unchange d .  

Othe r t itle s ,  inc lud ing , P r e s ent 
Proble ms About the Pa s t ,  B lood C e ll 
Phys iology,  B iology of the C o ral  Atoll,  
S lime Mold s and R e s ear ch,  Photope r i ­
odis m in Animals , and G r owth and Ag e ,  
illu s t rat e the s pe c ific and var ie d  na ­
tur e  of the s e r i e s  and a r e  e qually ap ­
pealing . 

Clllistian Educators Journa i Assoc.  
Art Wyma . Business Manager 
64 Ea st 48th Street 
Holland , Michiga n  

que s tions left ,  D r . De B oe r :  ,When 
you an:d I c ons id e r  C hr i s tian education, 
d o  w e  omit any of the reporte r '·s s ix 

que s tions ? Do we r e ly on any one too 
heavily ? E ithe r omis s ions o r  non ­
e mpha s is  would c e rtainly lead to  d i s ­

tort ion . Le t me s p e ll out a few that 
s e e m  unfo rtunate ly out of focu s : 

1 .  WHO? Board s c an u s e this as  
a kind of ins u ranc e . 

_
T he y  s e e m  to  

s ay ,  "Aft e r  al l ,  the teache r s  a r e  all 

me mb e r s  of - - - - - - -- - - c hu r c he s ,  and 
g raduat e s  of - - - - - -:- - - - - c o lleg e ,  s o  w e  
w ill l e t  the m o n  the ir own, onc e w e  • • I t  have g ive n the m an 1nte rv1ew . 

2 .  WHY ? B y  d e fault , pa r e nt s  c a r ­
ry the load too much of the time he r e . 

P e rhap s this is why the r e lig ious mo ­

tive s and p r inc iples s e e m  mo s t  p r (? ­

minent . Why s houldn ' t  the c la s s room 

teache r be exp e c t e d  t o  fac e' the  que s ­
t ion:  W hy am . I working w ith this  

" c ompany" called C hr i s t ian education ? 

3 .  WHERE ? P r inc ipals are  u s u ­

ally c aught in the � r o s s fir e about r e gu ­
lations : par e nt s ,

. 
s tud ent s , and s taff .  

But a cha in is  s t ill n o  s t r ong e r  than 
w eake s t  link . . . .  

My point · i s  very  uno rig inal ,  D r . 

D e  B o e r ,  but I hope ve ry  c le a r :  All 
of the s e  s ix a r e a s  a r e  ne c e s s a ry fo r 

C hr is t ian education, and none_ is s uf -
'
fic ient by it s e lf • . . T he Spir it us e s  all ,  

I think, to make His " is m" pos s ible . 
All of the s e  make up the adventur e of 
C hr i s t ian e duc ation� the inte rplay of  
G od and man, of s tudent s  and teache r s  
and par e nt s  and boar d s  and s upport ­

e r s , all in the s ame obj e ctive - allow­
ing the Spirit to  blow whe r e  He wishe s . 

S inc e r e ly, 

N e lvin V o s * 

*Dr. Vos is a ssistant pro fessor of English at Trinity 
Christian College, Palos Heights, Illinois. 


