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HEAR, SEE, SPEAK NO EVIl? 

A fa m i l i a r  p ie c e  of O r i e nt a l  s t atua r y  d e ­

p i c t s  th r e e  m onke y s  w ith han d s  c la s p e d  in tu r n  

ove r the i r  e a r s ,  e y e s ,  a n d  m o u t h ,  a n d  w ith t h e  

s u b s c r ip t i o n  " H e a r  n o  e v i l ,  s p e ak no e v i l ,  s e e  

no e v il" . W h a t e v e r it s m e r it s  a s  a n  exp r e s ­

s ion of O r iental r e lig ion, o r  e v e n  it s value a s  a 
mo r a l  max im f o r  a p e r s on ' s d a ily life , it s e e m s  

t o  m e  t o  be p e r n i c i o u s  w h e n  i t  i s  app l i e d  t o  

C h r i s tian e d u c at ion . 

T h e r e  i s  a m e ntality among u s  w h i c h  r e ­

g a r d s  the C h r i s t ian s c h o o l  a s  a s e c u r e  r e fu g e  

from t h e  v a r iou s f o r m s  o f  e v i l  ab r oa d  i n  this 

w o r l d . T he y  s en d  a child to,  or they t e a c h  in , 

the C h r i s t ian s c h o o l  s o  that the y may e s c a p e  
the p o s s ibility o f  e vil c ompan i o n s hip a n d  the 
p r obability o f  c onta c t  w ith ant i - C h r i s t ian s e n ­
tim e n t s  o r  vie w s . T hu s ,  c u r r i c u lum c on ­
s t ru c t i on p r o c e e d s  b y  exclu s io n; the c u r r ic u ­
lum ha s exc lu d e d  f r o m  it s ig n ifi c ant c onta c t  
w ith t h e  the o r y  o f  e vo lut ion i n  s c ie n c e ,  t h e  the ­
o r y  of C o mmun i s m  in civ i c s, and oaths in lit -
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e r atur e ,  t o  name j u s t  .a few examp l e s .  B e ­
c au s e  t h e y  a r e  e v i l ,  that i s , id e a s  and a c t ions 
o f  w h i c h  C h r i s t ia n s  do n o t  app r ove , it follow s 
that t h e y  do not b e long in o u r  b o o k s  o r  on the 
lip s of t e a c h e r s ,  ex c e p t  p e rhap s t o  d e p l o r e  
the m i n  pa s s ing . 

W hat the s e  g o o d  folk fa il t o  p e r c e ive i s  
that ex am ina t i on o f  e v i l ,  und e r  c o mp e t e nt g u i ­
danc e ,  i s  a natu r a l  and in e vitab l e  p a r t  o f  e d u ­
c at i o n , It i s  in evitable b e c au s e s u c h  evil is in 
at le a s t  two p l a c e s :  ou r c u ltu r e  and our own 
he a r t s . B e c au s e  it is ine r a d i c able f r o m  both of 
the s e ,  it cannot b e  e r a d i c at e d  f r o m  the c u r ri ­
c u lu m. T he c la s s r o om i s  a l s o the m o s t  natu r a l  
p la c e  f o r  s u c h  c onfr ontation w ith e v i l  b e c au s e 
h e r e  the r e  i s  a lw a y s  p r e s ent ?-n int e r p r e t e r ,  a 
g u id e :  the t e a c h e r. In the hom

'
e ,  in the s h op , 

in the l ib r a r y ,  in the thou s and and one int e r ­
a c t i o n s  a child ha s w it h  h i s  c u ltu r e ,  the r e  i s  
r a r e ly p r e s ent a n  int e rpr e t e r ,  a s ympath e t i c  
and r e s p o n s ib le a d u lt who c a n  h e lp t h e  young 
p e r son find , d e fine and r e a c t  t o  the p a r t i c u la r  
fo r m  o f  e vi l .  T he c la s s r o om i s  b y  fa r t h e  b e s t  
p la c e  t o  c onfr ont it . T h e s i z e  o f  the d o s e s  of 
it , the c ontext int o which it i s  p la c e d ,  the s e  
a r e  all matt e r s  fo r p r o p e r  c onc e rn on the p a r t  
o f  p a r e nt o r  p e d a g o g u e ,  b u t  p r e s ent i t  mu s t  b e , 

H o p e fully,  th i s  j ou rnal w il l  c ont inu e t o  
r e fl e c t  t h e  b e l i e f  that c op ing w ith evi l  i n  our 
c u ltu r e  and in the live s of s tu d e nt s  is a c onc e r n 
of the C hr i s t ian t e a c h e r . In the pa s t  y e a r  w e  
have h a d  a r t i c l e s on the t e a c hing of s u c h  p o l i ­
t i c a l  e v i l s  a s  C o mmun i s m ,  d r amatic evil  in 
play s s tu d i e d  o r  p r e s ent e d ,  and p e r s onal evil  in 
the f o r m  of r a c e  p r ej u d i c e . May thi s t r e n d  
c ont inu e and e v e n  g r ow .  

May w e  b e  p r e pa r e d  t o  h e a r  evil  enough 
t o  know it in ou r s ubj e c t  mat t e�e e  it c l e a r ly 
e n o u g h  t o  t e a c h  what it i s , s p e a k about it ope nly 
in o u r  c la s s e s . T o  e ithe r i g n o r e  it or t o  pla y  
the r o l e  o f  neut r a l ,  obj e c t iv e  s c h o la r s  w ithout 
b r ing ing ou r r e l i g i o n  t o  b e a r  on i d e o l o g i e s  and 
a c t ions as we t e a c h  the m is t o  abandon an im ­
p o r tant d i m e n s ion of g o od t e a c hing . D . O . 
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Government Aid for Christian Schools? NO! 
A f e w  y e a r s  a go the C h r i s t ian E d u c a to r s  

J o u r n a l  devot e d  t h e  m ajo r po r t ion o f  an i s s u e  to 
the p roblem of gov e rnm e nt a i d  fo r ou r s c hoo l s . 
Aft e r  r e a d ing t h e  i s s u e  I w a s  bu r d e n e d  by the 
opinion that the i s  sue c a r r i e d  a light t ing e of 
flavo r in favo r of gov e rnm e nt aid fo r ou r 
s c h oo l s . I the r efo r e  p rot e s t e d ,  by m e ans of a 
l e t t e r to t h e  e d ito r ,  the u s e  of t h e  Jou rnal a s  a 

p r opaganda m e d ium .  Th e  e d ito r ,  how ev e r ,  in ­

fo r m e d  m e  that I w a s  comp le t e ly w rong in my 

imp r e s s ion . W it h  thi s a c t ion of m ine in m ind I 

h e s itat e d  fo r a fu ll thi r t y  s e c ond s b e fo r e  a c ­

c e p t ing the r equ e s t  of t h e  E d it o r  of t h e  P r of e s ­

s ion - w id e  D e p a r t m e nt to w r i t e  an a r t i c le on t h e  

s ubj e c t .  

I b e lieve that a s  o f  1966 w e  hav e ente r e d  

int o a new p ha s e  o f  t h e  p roble m o f  g ov e r n m e n t  

aid f o r  ou r s c h oo l s - -a pha s e  that ha s a l l  t h e  

d ang e r s  o f  a lung c e ll in a c lo u d  o f  c ig a r e t t e  

s moke , and if w e  do not fa c e  up to t h e  p o s it ion 

w e  a r e  in , w e  s ha l l  find ou r s e lv e s a s  vulne r a b l e  

a s  the kne e  jo int of a football p l a y e r .  To s p e n d  

o u r  t i m e  t r ying t o  r e s t ru c tu r e  a c onc e p t  of 

g ove rnment , or exto lling the v i r tu e s  of the 

s choo l s y s t e m  in s o m e  fa r aw ay land , i s  like 

t r ying to re d e s ig n  a s h ip while the one we a r e  

o n  i s  s in king unde r u s . T h e ant i c s o f  s o m e  o f  

*DR. CLARENCE DE BoER 1s A PRACTICING PHY­
SICIAN IN GRANDVILLE,·MtcHIGAN. SEvERAL TIMES PRESI­
DENT OF THE BOARD OF THE NUCS, HE IS ALSO A FREQUENT 
CONTRIBUTOR• ON BOTH MEDICAL AND EDU€ATJONAL QUES­
TIONS, TO CHRISTIAN HoME AND ScHOOL MAGAZINE. 

ou r peop l e , in the pa s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  hav e b rought 

to m y  m ind an o ld to mb s tone e p itaph:  " H e r e  

l i e s the bo d y  of Jo nathan D a y ,  w ho di e d  d e f e nd­

ing h i s  r i ght of w a y .  He w a s  r i ght , d e ad r i ght 

a s  h e  s p e d  along , but h e  i s  j u s t  as dead a s  if h e  

had b e e n  w rong . "  

A ft e r  y e a r s  of debat e the gov e r nm e nt ha s 
s e t t l e d  the i s s u e  of w h e t h e r o r  no t gov e r nm e n t  
mon e y  c an b e  u s e d  fo r p a ro c h i a l  a n d  p r ivat e 
s c hoo l s . It h a s  d e c id e d  that t h e  mo n e y  c an b e  
u s e d  p rov iding w e  a c c e p t  it_ on i t s  c ond itio n s . 
T h e s e  con d it io n s  only r equ i r e  that w e s t op b e ­
ing s tubbo r n  and a c t  like the r e s t  of the A me r ­
i c an p eople . All  w e  hav e  to do i s  comp rom i s e 
ou r b e l i e f .  

P e rm it m e  t o  d e v e lop i n  b ro a d  outline the 
m a t r ix in w h i c h  t h e  above p a r a g raph ha s it s 
s e tt ing. T hi s  is a l s o the s e t t ing in w h i c h  w e  a s  
A m e r i c an C h r i s t i a n s  mu s t  fun c t io n ,  fo r all  
g ov e rnment s a r e  o r d a ined by G od ,  and we mu s t  
fun c t i on a s  C h r i s t ians und e r  one . I n  s p i t e  o f  
t h e  fa c t  t h a t  no g ov e rnm e n t ,  including ou r own , 
i s  ba s e d  on only C h r i s t ian c onc e pt s ,  t h e  r e ­
latio n s hip of ou r g ov e r n m e n t  to r e l i g ion i s  the 
r e s u lt of a long h i s to r y  o f  confl i c t  b e tw e e n 
g o ve r nm e nt s  and r e lig io n s  and b e t w e e n  t h e  var ­
iou s manife s t a t i o n s  of the C h r i s t ian r e l i g ion it ­
s el f .  

I n  t h e  150 y e a r s  b e t w e e n t h e  f i r s t  p e r ­
man e nt colon i e s in t h i s  count r y  and t h e  e s t ab ­
l i s h m e nt of ou r con s t itu t ional gov e r nm e nt, w e  
find a p o o r  re c o r d  o f  r e l i g i o u s f r e e do m. F r e e ­
d o m  w a s  p o s s ible only b e c au s e  o f  the g r e a t  open 
s pa c e s  to which one c ould go if h e  d i s a g r e e d  too 
s t r o n g l y  w ith t h e  do m inant r e lig iou s t e ne t s  o f  
t h e  c o lony . It i s  w ith t h i s  in m ind , a n d  m e m ­
o r i e s o f  the r e l i g i ou s  p e r s e c u t i o n s  of the i r  
h o m e  land s , that t h e  fi r s t  a m e n d m e nt w a s  w r it ­
t e n . 

S in c e the national c on s t itution had nothing 
t o  s ay ab out e d u c at i o n ,  the int e rp r e t a t i on of 
this a m e n d m e nt in i t s  r e la t i o n s hip t o  the s c h o o l  
ha s b e e n  c a r r i e d  o u t  p r ima r i ly by the s ta t e s .  
A s  o f  1958, 38 o f  o u r  t h e n  48 s ta t e s had s tate ­
m e nt s  in t h e i r  c on s t itut ions fo r b i d d ing the u s e  
o f  g ov e r n m e nt mon e y  fo r p r iva t e  e du c a t i on. In 
g e n e r a l  t h e s e  w e r e  put in as a d e fe n s e  a g a ins t 
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the u s e  of public fund s by the C a t h o l i c  C hu r c h 
fo r t h e  pu r p o s e of p a r o c hial e du c at ion. 

T h e  r e l i g i o u s  path o u r  pub li c  s c h o o l s  have 
t r ave le d f r om the i r  o r i g inal p o s i t i on o f  p r ot e s ­
tant d o minat i on t o  the i r  p r e s en t  a t t emp t t o  
fun c t i on in a "ne ut r a l "  atmo s ph e r e  i s  the r e s u lt 
of a g r adual un r a v e l l in g  of the m eaning of the 
fir s t  a m e n d m e nt in it s r e lat i on s hip t o  the 

s ch o o l . T h e fo r c e s  that r equ i r e d  the s e  c han g e s  

w e r e  the p e r s i s t en t  d e mand s b y  the p a r o c h i a l  

s c h o o l  p e o p l e  f o r  the u s e o f  public fun d s , a n d  

the d e s i r e  o f  the p r ot e s tant maj_o r it y  t o  m a in ­

t a in the p r ot e s tant a t m o s ph e r e  in the pub l i c  

s c h o o l  in the fa c e  of ev e r  inc r e a s ing mino r ­

it i e s  w h o  d i s a g r e e  w it h  the p r o t e s tant fa ith. 

Fq r ou r pu r p o s e  the ke y p oint in the e nd r e s u lt 

i s  the g e n e r a lly a c c e p t e d  b e li e f  that e du c at ion 

c a n  b e  s e p a r a t e d  from r e l ig ion . 

L e t  m e  now p u l l  t o g e th e r  the la r g e r  c o r d s  

w h i c h  have r e s u lt e d  in the p r e s e nt g o ve rn m ent 
a i d  b i l l s . It ha s taken about s ix t e e n  ye a r s  to 
ham m e r out the p r e s ent g ov e rnm e nt aid law s . 
W h e n  the fe d e r a l  g ove rnm e nt fi r s t  exp o s e d  it ­
s e lf a s  b e ing int e r e s t e d  in g e tt ing d eep e r  int o 
the s up p o r t  of the pub lic s c h o o l s , ·  the d e ma n d s  
o f  the p a r o ch i a l  s c h o o l  l e a d e r s  w e r e  n o t  g r e a t . 
In 1949 C a r d ina l S p e l lman s t ate d ,  " W e  a r e  n o t  
a s king fo r g e ne r a l  p u b l i c  s up p o r t  o f  r e lig i ou s  
s c h o o l s  {but w e  a r e  a s king t o )  s ha r e  a l ike in 
auxilia r y  s e r vic e s  f o r  w h i c h  the s e  F e d e r a l  
fund s a r e  s p ent i n  t h e  s t at e s . "  A s  l a t e  a s  1959 
Neil J .  M c C lu s ky ,  S .  J .  in a b o o k ,  C atholic 
V i e w p o int on E du c at i o n ,  w ith a F o r e w o r d  by the 
the R i g ht R e v e r e n d  F r e d e r i c k  G .  H o c kw a lt ,  a ­
g r e e d  in g e ne r a l  w ith the above m e n ti one d op in ­
ion of C a r d inal S p e llman . H o w e v e r ,  a fe w 
y e a r s  late r ,  d u r in g  the K e nn e d y  a d m in i s t r a t i o n ,  
the d e ma n d s  o f  the p a r o c h ial s c h o o l  p e ople 
ha r d ene d t o  r equ i r ing fu l l  inc lu s ion in any fe d ­
e r al s c h o o l  a i d  b i l l  that w a s  p a s s e d .  T h i s  w a s  
n e c e s s a r y  b e c au s e t h e y  r e a l i z e d  that any b i l l  
tha t w a s  p a s s e d  w ou l d  b e c o m e  the g u id e  fo r fu ­
tu r e  a i d  b ot h  by the fe d e r a l  g ov e rnment and any 
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s ta t e  g ov ernm ent w h i c h  w o u ld b e  in c lin e d  t o  aid 

p r iv a t e  s ch oo l s .  

Wi th b o t h  sid e s havin g r e a ched the p o int 

of no r e tu rn ,  and with both s id e s f e arin g a 

s how -d own in the c ou r t s  in r e g a rd to the c on ­

s t itut ional i s s u e ,  the g r eat Am er i c an p o lit i c a l  

man e uv er o f  c ompr o mi s e  c am e  t o  t h e  r e s c u e . 

T h e g ov ern ment w a s  wi llin g to b e gin furni s hing 

he lp f or the "n eut r a l "  s u bj e c t s  in our s c hoo l s  if 

we w ou ld vot e  f or th e bi l l. T h e C a t h o li c  l e a d ­
er s ,  r e ali zin g that this w a s  the b e s t  an s w e r  
t h e y  w e r e  g oing t o  r e c eiv e t o  th eir d e man d s , 
an d awa r e  of the f a c t  that all  a id in the f or s e e ­
able futu r e  at both feder a l  an d s t ate l ev e l  would 
b e  g r ounded in this c on c e p t  of n e u tral s u bj e c ts ,  
a g r e e d  t o  the c ompromi s e. I t  c an fit in t o  a 
c on c ept w hi c h  s e p a r at e s  natur e  an d g r a c e . 
W hat h a s  neve r  c eas ed t o  c onfu s e  me is that 
s om e  of our l e a d e r s  fell for this gi mmi c k  and 
he lp e d  pr om o t e  the c ompromi s e . If w e  c ontinu e 
t o  fa ll for i t ,  the end r e s u lt w i l l  be d eva s tatin g . 

W e  ar e now conf r ont e d  w ith thr e e  alter ­
n a t iv e s . { l) We can a d m i t  w e  hav e n e u t r a l  
s ubj e c t s , and a c c e pt the aid f r e e ly. (2) W e  c an 
r e fu s e  t o. a c c e p t  the c on c e p t  of ne utra l s ubj e c t s , 
but a c c e p t  the ai d by l o o king the other way . ( 3 )  
W e  c an r e fu s e  t h e  a i d  w h e n  o ffe r ed un d e r  the s e  
c i r c u m s tan c e s . T hi s  i s  the n a t i onal lev e l ,  and 
the s t a t e  l ev e l  (in M i c h i g an) i s  of s u c h  a natu r e  
that i t  i s  all  but impo s s ible t o  refu s e .  B y  u s ing. 
the s e c ond a l t e rnativ e  menti oned abov e w e  a r e  
a l l s t e p p in g  ont o  the tr e ad- mill with our hea d in 
the c lou d s . W e  ar e p o s it iv e  that w h e n  the t i m e  
c o me s t h a t  w e  ar e r equi r ed t o  m a k e  a mo r e  
s e r i ou s c omp r om i s e  w e  s ha l l  b e  w i s e and 
s t r ong enou g h  t o  g e t  off. Such wi sdom and 
s t r en g t h  is t o o  mu c h  to hop e  f o r. E a c h  s t e p  in 
the fall  wi ll b e  so smo o th t hat w e  s hall  neve r 
know w h e n  w e  hav e  p a s s e d the p o int of no r e ­

t u r n, P laying the ga m e  of br inkman s h ip w ith 

ev il i s  n o t  the way G o d exp e c t s  us to l ive . It i s  
c e r t ainly ju s t  th e  opp o s it e  of what w e  t e a c h  ou r 
c h i ld r e n .  Ou r b e s t  hope a t  t h i s  t i m e  i s  t o  have 
the pr e s en t  national and s t a t e  b i l l s  r u l e d  out by 
the c ou r t s. 

Ou r faith mu s t  r e main in what w e  kn ow t o  
b e  t ruth a n d  i n  G o d 1 s h e lp w h e n  w e  d e fend the 
t r uth,  not in any c o mp r om i s e  w it h  the t r uth and 
the h e lp of man . 



Government Aid for Christian Schools? YES! 
The Board of Directors of the National 

Union of Christian Schools has stated: "The 

utilization of governmental assistance for par­

ental education of children is valid and it there­
fore logically follows that the active solicitation 
of such assistance is equally valid." Yet the 
question remains: How should the aid be given? 

Most of the democracies in the world-­
such as England, Scotland, Ireland, Australia, 
sorne Canadian provinces, Holland, Belgium, 
and France, to name only a few of the promi­
nent ones--give governmental aid to independent 
schools. No two glVe it in exactly the same 
way, The best system for America would be 
the one already in effect to a great degree on 
the university level, namely, tuition grants and 

scholarships. Witness, for example, the G .  I. 

Bill, a score of state programs including New 

York State's $75-million-aid, the 1965 Federal 

College Scholarship Act, the War Orphan's Act, 

the National Science Foundation Scholarships, 

the NDEA grants, and Wisconsin's equalizing 

bill that grants students up to $500 if they attend 
an independent, but not a state (!) university. 

In line with this government aid to uni­
versity students--to all students, regardless of 

* D R, EDWI N PALM E R  HAS ATT E N D E D  H A'<VA R D  CoL­

L E G E  AN D W ESTM I N S T E R  T H EOLOG I C AL S E M I N ARY, H E RE­

CE I V E D  H I S T H,D . F R O M  THE F R E E  U N I V E R S I TY OF AM S T E R­

D A M  I N  1 9 53. P R E S E NTLY M IN I ST E R  OF T H E  GRANDVI LLE 

AvENUE CRC IN G RAN D RAPI D S, HE IS  ALSO C H A I R M AN OF 

T H E N ATI ON A L  B oA R D  OF C I TIZE N S  F O R  E DuCAT I ON A L  

FR EEDO M ,  A N ON-S ECTARIAN C I TI Z E N -ACTION G R OUP WH I CH 

S E EKS L E G I S LAT I ON FAVORAB L E  TO N ON -PUB L I C  S C H OOLS. 
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the school they attend, even if it is a denomi­
national one- -let us look at the Jr. G .  I. Bill 
for the elementary and secondary school levels. 
Surely there is no principle difference between 
grades 12 and grades 13. The Jr. G. I. Bill 
would give every child in grades l-12 a check 
equal to the average cost of educating a child in 
the government schools (approximately $500) . 
Such a check could be cashed only at an inde­
pendent school of the parent's choice. It would 
not alter one bit the control of, nor the ad­
mission to the institution. In �ther words, aid 
is given to the pupil rather than to the school. 
Before gtvtng a tuition grant, the government 
ought not to ask a school child: What is the re­
ligion of your school? But rather: Are you 
getting an education? Just as the government 
collects taxes from all regardless of race, 
color, or creed, so also it ought to give these 
monies to all school children regardless of 
race, color, or creed. 

Let us examine some of the reasons for 
this posit ion. 

THE WELFARE OF THE NATION 

A prime reason for such grants is the 
welfare of the nation. Tuition grants would sig­
nificantly improve the quality of the education 
of the child in the independent schooL Tuition 
grants of $500 to school children would enable 
chese schools to have typewriters, chemistry 
labs, language labs, better libraries, and other 
instructional materials that only the rich state 
schools can afford today. The teachers would 
have better salaries so that instead of spending 
summers as gas station attendants, they could 
improve their teaching talents. Better salaries 
would attract more qualified teachers. 

If our nation is going to have good govern­
ment and an intelligent citizenry; if it is going 
to make economic progress and scientific ad­
vancement; and if it is going to defend itself 
against aggression; then it needs well educated 
children, including the seven million who are 
now in the nation's independent schools. It 
needs to have all of its children educated, in­
cluding a third of Grand Rapids 1 children, 40% 



of Philadelphia's and Pit t s burgh ' s  child r e n  and 

n e a r ly 50o/o o f  N e w  Y o r k City ' s  c hi,l d r e n - - a ll of 

whom a r e  in the ind e p e n d e nt s c h o o l s . A nati o n  

c ann ot a ffo r d  t o  l o s e s u c h  a g r e a t  p e r c entag e  o f  

t a l e nt s imply b e c au s e  p a r e nt s  w ant a G o d - c e n ­

t e r e d  e du c a t i on .  

A r e c e n t  examp l e  o f  g ov e r nm e n t  a id b e ­

c au s e  of public ne e d  i s  the H e a d s t a r t  P r og r a m . 

P r e - s c h o o l e r s  a r e  b e ing g iv e n  a h e a d  s ta r t  fo r 

s c ho o l  by b e ing taught s u c h  e le m e nta r y  matt e r s  

a s  c o l o r  and s ha p e  r e c o g n ition. B e fo r e  the 

gove rnm e nt give s a id for t hi s , i t  d o e s  not a s k  
the c hild o r  it s t e a c h e r :  W hat i s  you r r e lig ion ? 
It c ould not c a r e  le s s  w h e th e r  a human i s t ic s e ­
c u la r i s t  o r  a C a lvini s t  o r  a nun i s  t e a c hing the 
c hild . It w an t s  the c h i ld t o  g e t  a head s f a r t  and 
the r e fo r e  it a id s  the c h i ld in a l l  kin d s  o f  r e ­
ligi o u s  a g e n c i e s and s c h o o l s . T h e r e  can b e  no 
p rinc iple d iffe r e n c e  b e t w e e n  a i d  f o r  a head 
s ta r t  p r o g r a m  and kind e r g a r t en . B a s i c a lly 
the y a r e  the s a m e . N o r  can the r e  be a d iffe r ­
e n c e  b e t w e e n  kind e r g a r t e n  and g r a d e  one . N o r  
b e t w e e n g r a d e  o n e  and t w o ,  e t c . 

F R E E D O M  O F  C ON S C IENC E 

A s  a C a lvini s t ,  t h i s  autho r b e l i e v e s that 
e d u c a t ion is- ne ve r r e ligiou s ly neut r a l  but that 
s e cu l a r  humani s m  i s  j u s t  as r e l ig i o u s  as C a l ­
vini s m  o r  T hom i s m  o r  J u d a i s m . H e  b e lieve s 

that s e c ula r i s m  i s  aga in s t  G o d - - that s il e n c e 
about G od in the c la s s r o o m  i s  a mo s t  e ffe c t iv e  
w a y  of t e a c hing child r e n  t h a t  G o d i s  not im ­
p o rtant in e d u c at i o n . T he aut h o r a g r e e s  with 
J e ffe r s on that " t o fo r c e  a man t() s up p o r t  a 
philo s ophy not hi s own i s  tyr anny . "

-
� T h e r e fo r e ,  

h e  b e l i e v e s i t  i s  m o r a lly w r ong fo r the gove rn ­
m e nt e a c h

. y�a r  t o  fo r c e  him t o  s upp o r t  w ith 
hund r e d s  o f  d o l la r s a philo s ophy o f  life t o  whi c h  
he i s  diam e t ri c ally oppo s e d r e l igi ou s ly. A n d  

the r e  i s  no mo r a l  o r  p o lit i c a l  n e c e s sity that d e ­
rnan d s  t h i s  kind o f  t r yanny; 

T h e  J r .  G .  I. B il l  w ould r e move s u c h  
ty r anny a n d  d o  it  i n  a c o mple t e ly equ itable and 
fa i r  way . B y  a llow ing the tax d o lla r t o  fo llow 
the s c h o la r ,  r eg a r d le s s  o f  his s c h o o l ,  e a c h  r e ­
l i g i ou s  s c h o o l  c ommunit y ,  inc lu d ing the s e c u ­
la r i s t ,  w ould r e c e ive it s p r op o r t i onal s ha r e  o f  
t ax e s .  

FINANC IAL EQU IT Y 

T o d a y  the s e c ular i s t  i s  g e t t ing a fr e e  
rid e . I n  G r and Rapid s ,  the ind e p e nd ent s c h o o l  
p a r e n t s  pay a t h i r d  of h i s  e du c a t ional c o s t s  i n  
a d di t i on t o  the i r  own fu ll c o s t s ,  o r  13 3o/o of the 
e d u c a tional c o s t s . T h o s e in, th e  s t a t e  s c h o o l s  
P<l-Y o n l y  66o/o o f  the c o s t s . Obviou s ly thi s i s  not 
equitab l e . We mu s t  p r o t e c t  the f� e e d om o f  the 
r e lig i o u s  human i s t in having his own s ch o o l ,  
but w e  a s k  h i m  t o  b e  willing t o  pay fo r it . T he 
P r ot e s tant , C atholic , and J e w i s h  s ch o o l s  d o  
n o t  a s k  f o r  a fr e e  r id e . N eit h e r s hould t h e  s e ­
c u la r i s t .  F o r  the g ove rnment t o  s ub s idi z e  one 

kind of r e lig iou s educ ation,  nam e ly ,  s e culari s m ,  

i s  obviou s 1 y unfai r . 

A S OLU T I ON T O  T H E  PR OBLE M O F  RELIG I ON 

IN T HE G OVERN MEN TAL S C HOOLS 

U nd e r ou r p r e s ent tax s y s t e m  ou r s ta t e  

s c h o o l s  a r e  i n  an in s o luble r e lig ious d i l e mma . 

If s e c u la r i s m c ontinu e s  t o  r eign in the s c h o o l s , 

the o r th o d ox P r o t e s t ant , C atholi c , and J e w  a r e  
o ffend e d . I f  a Judai s ti c  w o r l d - and - life v i e w  i s  
t aught , t h e  Roman C atholic i s  d i s p l e a s e d ,  and 
if a T ho m i s ti c  w o r ld - and- life v i e w  is taught th e 
P r ot e s tant i s  unhappy . It i s  mathe mati c a lly 
imp o s sible to s up e rimp o s e a sing l e  phi l o s ophy 

(CONCLUDED ON PAGE 13) 
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ARE PUBLIC AND CHRISTIAN 

SCHOOL I NFLUENCES D I SCERNABLE 

IN  ONE'S SOCIAL ATIITUDES 

A ND BEHAV lOR? 

In the la s t  a rt ic l e  w e  c o mp a r e d  r a c ia l  at­

t itud e s  h e ld by Ch r i s t ian and Public h i g h  s c h o o l  

. s tu d e nts . One o f  o u r  c on c lu s i on s  w a s  t hat 

while both g r oup s manife s te d  a not in s i g nifi c ant 

d e g r e e  of r a c ia l  t o le ranc e ,  ne ithe r g r oup wa s 

by any m e a ns " c o l o r  blind " . Mo r e  s p e ci fi c a lly,  

w e  ind i c at e d  s om e  s u rp r i s e a t  t h e  g r e at a m ount 

of r a c ia l  int o l e ranc e in t h e  a r e a  of r e s id
,
e n c e . 

T ho u g h  the l e v e l of int o l e r anc e among Chr i s t ­

ian h i g h  s tu d e nt s w a s  c on s i s t e ntly low e r  than 

a mong the Public high s tu d e nt s , in n o  ins tanc e 

w a s the d iffe r e n c e  b e tw e e n t h e  t w o  g r ou p s  v e r y  

g r e at . 

T he s tu d y  s umma r iz e d  h e r e ,  w e  b e lie ve , 

p rovi d e s  an . a dd it i onal bit of e v id e n c e  uncl e  r ­

s co r ing the la c k  o f  la r g e  d iffe r e nc e s  b e tw e e n 

C h r i s t ia n  and Pub l i c  h i g h  s c h o o l  s tu d e nt s . T h i s  

s tu d y ,  l i k e  t h e  la s t  on e ,  w a s  c on du c t e d  by t w o  

C a lv in C o l l e g e  s tu d e nt s . It d iffe r s  f r o m  t h e  

la s t  one in at  le a s t  th r e e  w a y s :  1 )  It c onc e r n s  

tho s e  a l r e a d y  g r aduat e d  f r o m  t h e i r  r e s p e c t iv e  

in s t itut i on s , ·  2)  It i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  Ch r i s t ian 

R efo r m e d  c hu r c h  m e mb e r s  cu r r e nt ly e n r o l l e d  

at C a lvin C o l l e g e ,  and 3 )  It s e e ks t o  t r a c e  t h e  

MATERIAL. FOR THIS COL.U,MN1 APPEARING AS 
A REGUL.AR FEATURE IN THIS JOURNAL., IS SUPPLIED BY THE 
STAFF oF THE sociOL-OGY DEPARTMENT oF CAL.VIN CDL.L.EGE, 

impa c t  o f  s c h o o l  exp e r i e n c e t o  b e ha vi o r  a s  w e ll 
a s  a t t itu d e . 

W e  w i l l  r e p o r t on but one of the b e hav ­
i o r a l  d im e n s i o n s  c h e c k e d ,  nam e ly r e l i g i o u s  
a c t ivity i n  c o ll e g e  and c o mmunity . It  i s  r e a d ily 
g r ant e d  that the s p e c ific b e h av i o r s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  
s tu d y  a r e  s o m e w hat s u p e r fic ial a n d  m a y  not g e t  
b e yond the " ex t e rna l s "  o f  s p i r itual life. N e v e r­
t h e l e s s ,  w e  a s s u m e  that th e y  con s t itut e at l e a s t  
a r o u g h  m e a s u r e  o f  m o r e intang ib l e  s p i r itual 
d im e n s  ion s . 

R e fe r e n c e  t
_
o t h e  fo llow ing ab r i d g e d  table 

in d i c a t e s  that , a lt h o u g h  t h e  r e lative d iffe r en c e  
b e t w e en t h e  t w o  g r ou p s  i s  not a s  la r g e  a s  w e  
m i g ht like t o  s e e  it , the C h ri s tian h i g h  g r adu ­
a t e s a r e  c on s i s t ently inc lined to b e  m o r e  a c tive 
in t h e  s e l e c t e d  r e l i g i o u s  a c t ivitie s .  This s u g ­
g e s t s  that the Ch r i s t ian h i g h  s c h o o l  i s  s uppo r ­
t ive of the Ch r i s t i an h o m e  in t h e  ma t t e r of r e ­
lig iou s b e hav i o r .  

PAR T ICIPAT ION LEVEL OF CHRIS TIAN 
AND PU BLIC HIGH SCHOOL GRADU ­
A T E S  IN S ELEC T E D  RELIGIOU S ACT ­
IVI TIES ( B a s e d  on s e lf - r e p o r t s) 

A v e . numb e r  ot w o r ­

s h ip s e r vi c e s  att e n d e d  
i n  la s t  t w o  w e e ks 

A v e . numb e r  of oth e r  
r e lig i o u s  a c t ivit i e s 
( e . g . , r e l i g ious c lub s ,  
c hu r c h  o r g aniza t i o n s )  
e ng a g e d  in within la s t  
t w o  w e e ks 

Ave. numb e r  of un ­
exc u s e d  c hap e l  s kip s 
thi s s e m e s t e r  

CHS 

3 .  3 1  

2 . 0 2 

2. 6 8  

PHS 

3 . 2 1  

1 .  9 1  

2 . 7 9  

T hu s , w e  c onc lud e that p r i o r  exp o s u r e  t o  
Ch r i s t ian e du c a t ion can b e  d e t e c t e d- -though 
r a t h e r fa intly,  in c on s equ e nt r e lig iou s ly o r i ­
e nt e d  b e havio r .  Caution mu s t  b e  exe r c i s e d ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i n  ma king g e n e r a liz a t i o n s  o n  the ba s i s 
of any one i s olat e d  s tudy . Only when a numb e r  
o f  s u c h  s tud i e s p o int in a con s i s t e n t  d i r e c t ion 
i s  c onfid e n c e  in any g e n e r a l ization j u s tifi e d . 
T h i s  s tu d y  i s  limit e d  by a l l  p o t ential dang e r s  
o f  s e lf - r e p o r t in g ,  s e l e c t ivity o f  in dic e s  o f  r e ­
lig iou s p e r fo r manc e ,  and s e l e c t ivity of s a mple. 
T h e  next a r t i c l e  w i ll

-
d e a l  w i t h  a s tudy att e mp t ­

ing to m e a s u r e  g e ne r a l  l e v e l of s p i r itual d i s ­
c e rnm e nt among C h r i s t ian h i g h  s c hoo l s t u d e nt s . 
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Many of o u r  s c h o o l s  h a v e  a d o p t e d  t h e  

p r o du c t s  o f  t h e  va r i ou s s c i e n c e c u r r i c u lum 

s tu d i e s f o r  c l a s s r o o m  u s e, While a long e r  p e r ­

i o d  of u s a g e  w il l  b e  r equ i r e d  b e fo r e  a c omp r e­

h e n s ive e v a luat ion c an b e  mad e ,  it app e a r s  that 

t h e  r e s u lt s  of t h e  r e v i s i o n s  will have fa r r e a c h ­

ing e ffe c t s  on o u r  s c ie n c e p r o g r a m s . T he in ­

c r e a s e d  e mpha s i s p.la c e d  u p o n  inv e s t i g at ion and 

c o mp r e h e n s i o n  o f  und e r ly ing p r in c ip l e s i s  h e a l ­

t h y . 

It i s  a matt e r  of p r o fe s s ional � r id e  am ong 

our t e a c h e r s  to s t ay ab r e a s t  of the c hang e s  and 

i mp r o v e m e nt s  m a d e  in e d u c at i on. T he fine r e­
putation o f  ou r s c h o o l s  a s  a w h o le r e fl e c t s  t h i s  

a t t it u d e  of t h e  in d ividual t e a c h e r s . A n d  ind e e d ,  

i f  w e  a r e  t o  r e ally e du c a t e  ou r s t u d e nt s ,  w e  

c ann o t  affo r d  t o  b e c o m e  laz y  i n  t h i s  re s p e c t . 

In Chr i s t ian e du c a t i o n ,  h ow e v e r ,  w e  c annot b e  

s at i s fie d w ith s imply ke e p ing u p  w it h  s u g g e s t e d  

SCIENCE· 

MATH 
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Roger Bratt 

inn ovat ions . We mu s t ,  if ou r e du c a t i on is t o  
s at i s fy w h a t  w e  c on s id e r  t o  b e  a G o d - g iven 
mand at e , b e  o u r  own vangua r d .  W e  mu s t  d e ­
v e lop a philo s ophy o f  s c i e nc e  a s  w e ll a s  a phil­

o s ophy o f  s c i e n c e e du c at i o n  w h i c h  w il l  b e s t  e n ­
able u s  t o  g u i d e  ou r s tu d ent s i n  t h e i r  d e ve lop ­
m e nt t o w a r d  Ch r i s t ian matu r it y  and c it iz en ­
s hip . 

T o  n e g l e c t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  and find ing s of 
h ig hly s kille d e du c at o r s  out s id e  of our s c h o o l s  
i s  s u ic id e . T o  e n c o rp o r a t e  th e i r  b e s t  w ithin a 
f r am e w o r k  e s t ab l i s h e d  t h r o u g h  exhau s t ive t r ia l  
a n d  thought on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  ind ividua l C hr i s t ­
ian t e a c h e r is a w o r thy g oa l - - a  g oa l  p e rhap s 
a t t a in e d  only t h r o u g h  s he e r  m e n t a l  labo r .  

, 
Ou r 

e du c a t i o n  mu s t  b e  uniqu e  and t h e r e fo r e  the 
bu r d e n  of thoug htfu l  d e v e l o p m e nt r e s t s  w it h  u s  
t e a c h e r s . 

R. B. 

SCIENCE CURRICULA: 
A NEED FOR CREATIVITY 

-- Gordon 
Kamps* 

T h e  launc h ing o f  t h e  fir s t  Sputnik b r ou ght 

t o  a head a g r e at d e a l  o f  d e b a t e  c on c e rning s c i ­

e n c e  c u r r i c u l a  in the U n i t e d  Stat e s .  S o on n e w  

* 
MR. GoR;:,O:� KAMPS, A.B. CALVIN CoLLEGE• M.S. 

NEw MEXICO HiGHLANDS UNIVERSITY• IS INSTRUCTOR OF 
CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS AT CALVIN CHRISTIAN HiGH IN 
GRANDVILLE. MIC>-IIGAN, HE HAS BEEN A PARTICIPANT IN 
NUMEROUS NATIONAL SciENCE Fou'<DATION INSTITUTES IN 
THE FIELD OF CHEMISTRY. 

c u r r i c u l a r  app r oa c h e s  w e r e  b e in g  w r it t e n  and 
t r i e d . C o n s id e r ab l e  s upp o r t  wa s g iv e n  t o  the 
va r i o u s  p r oj e c t s  by the fe d e r a l  g o v e rnment via 
the N a t i onal S c i e n c e Foundation, T o  d a t e  t h e s e  
app r o a c h e s a r e  b e ing u s e d  in a n  inc r e a s ing 
numb e r  of s c h o o l s . Mo s t  s c ie n c e t e a c h e r s  a r e  
aw a r e  o f  t h e  p ione e r ing w o r k  o f  t h e  C o lumbi a 
T e a c he r s  C o l l e g e  S c i e n c e Manp ow e r  P r oje c t  
( K - 1 2  s c i e n c e c u r r i c u lum) a n d  t h e  Phy s i c a l  
S c ie n c e S t u d y  Committ e e  ( PS S C  � - phys ic s) , fol -
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low e d  by t h e  C h e m i c a l  Bond A p p ro a c h  (CBA) 
and the ·Ch e m i c a l  E du c a t ion M a t e r ia l s  Study 
(CHE MS) in c h e m i s t r y ,  and t h e  B io lo g i c a l  S c i ­
e n c e  Cu r r i c u lum Study' s  ( B SCS) th r e e  v e r s ions 
in b iolo g y .  A c companying the s e  e ffo r t s  have 
b e e n va r io u s  n e w  app ro a c h e s in math e mat ic s 
and in s c i e n c e c u r r i c ula in g ra d e s  K - 9 .  In the 
wake of t h e s e  g roup e ffo r t s  have come num e r ­
ou s r e vi s ions o f  t r a d itional t ext s by fa m i l i a r  
autho r s  and n e w  t ext s fo l lowing t h e  line of t h e  
n e w  mat e r ia l s . T extboo k s al e s m e n  mo ve d in , 

MOV! 

PSSC? "· 

b a it ing t e a c h e r s  w i t h  th e i r  offe r s  of book s  

w h i c h  " combine t h e  b e s t  of CBA and CHE MS " . 

To the d i s c e r n ing t e a c h e r t h i s  i s  like t r y ing to 

b l e nd o i l  and w a t e r, 

What w a s  w rong with t h e  t r a d it ional 

cou r s e s ? Why s u c h  r a d i c a l  c hang e s ? A r e ­

v i e w  o f  what othe r s  have to s a y  r e g a r d ing t h i s  

po int s u p  t h e  fol low ing: 

1. T r a d i t ional t ex t s  w. e r e  t r ying to cov e r  too 

mu c h  g round , R e v i s io n s  r e s u lt e d  in r e du c in g  

the cov e r a g e  in c e r t a in a r e a s  in o r d e r  t h a t  

m o r e  mat e r ia l  r e la t e d  t o  r e c ent d e v e lop m e n t s 

cou ld b e  a d d e d .  

2, Labo r ato r y  wo r k  had b e co m e  an e x e r ci s e 

in fo l low ing d i r e c t ions . 

T h e  n e w  app roa c h e s fo r t h e  mo s t  p a r t  

e mp ha s iz e  ba s ic p r in c ip l e s o f  t h e  s c ie n c e  in ­

v o lv e d  and the p roble m - s o lving m e t ho d s  of 

c la s s ro o m  t e a c hing and labo r a to r y  wo r k , In 

s umma r y ,  s c i e ntific th inking i s  e mp ha s iz e d, 

C RE A T IVE T EACHERS AN D CU R R ICU LU M 

I fe e l  that one o f  the r e a so n s  why m ajo r 

r e v i s ions and s u c h  r a d i c a l  n e w  app ro a c h e s to 

the t e a c hing of s c i e n c e have b e co m e  n e c e s s a r y  

is that s c ie n c e t e a c h e r s  a r e  not a s  c r e at iv e  in 

the dev e lop m e nt o f  t h e i r  cou r s e s  as they s hould 

b e . This i s  not to s ay that s c ie n c e t e a c h e r s  

a r e  not c r e a t iv e; many a r e ,  but mu c h  o f  ou r 

c r e at ivity i s  s p e nt in t h e  g a d g e t r y  of s c i enc e o r  
i n  t h e  d e v e lopment o f  some p e t  p r oj e c t rath e r  
than i n  t h e  c o nt inuou s r e a p p r a i s a l  o f  the cou r s e  
o f  s tudy w e  a r e  t e a c hing . 

T h e  n e w  cu r r i c u la a r e  ex c e l l e nt examp le s  
o f  what the c hanne ling of the c r e ative e ffo r t s  o f  
a g r oup of t e a c h e r s  c a n  a c co m p l i s h .  W e  might 
not e  that in mo s t  in s tanc e s  the init iative fo r 
c h an g e  c a m e  from colle g e  t e a c h e r s , a lthou g h  
the s e  n e w  a p p roac h e s soon found a w e a lth o f  
s uppo r t among high s c hoo l t e a c h e r s . W e  s hould 
ap p r e c iate and s e e k  mo r e  of t h i s  s t imulat ion 

from our coll e g e  t e ache r s , but s hould we a l ­
w a y s  r e ly on it ? 

O n e  of t h e  g r e at e s t e ffe c ts o f  the s e  c r e a ­
t iv e  e ffo r t s  i s  o n  the t e a ch e r h im s e lf: c aught 
up in the s p i r it of chang e and fe e ling of p e r ­
sona l involve m e n t ,  not b e fo r e  exp e r i e n c e d ,  h e  
b e c·a m e  a mo r e  e nthu s ia s t ic t e a c he r .  

E N T HU S IAS T IC T EACHE RS AND CU RRICULU M 

C e r t a inly one of the p r im e  r equ i s it e s  o f  
good t e a c hing i s  e nthu s ia s m .  A t e a c h e r c an 
ha r d ly b e  e nthu s ia s t i c  about a s ubj e c t  o r  about 
t e a c h ing it unle s s  h e  b e co m e s a c t iv e ly invo lv e d  
i n  t h e  s tu d y  o f  t h e  s ubj e c t it s e lf a n d  i n  t h e  d e ­
v e lop m e nt of a cou r s e  of s tu d y. I qu e s t ion 

w h e th e r  t h e  new enthu s ia s m ,  s up po s e d ly g e n­
e r at e d  on t h e  p a r t  of the s tu d e nt s  fo r the n e w  
cu r r ic u l a ,  i s  g e n e r at e d  b y  t h e  n e w  app ro a c h  it ­
s e lf o r  by t h e  n e w  enthu s ia s m  of t h e  t e a c h e r .  I 
fe e l  that 

·
one of t h e  majo r r e a so n s  why t r a d i ­

t ional cou r s e s  w e r e  un s at i s fa c to r y  w a s  that the 
t e a c h e r wa s not as enthu s ia s t ic a s  h e  m i gh t  
have b e en .  T ru e ,  one c anno t b e co m e  e nthu s i ­
a s t i c  about t e a c hing a cou r s e w h i c h  do e s  not 
command e nthu s ia s m ,  but I fe e l  that the n e w  
c u r r ic u la c an ,  in a f e w  y e a r s ,  b e co m e  j u s t  a s  
wo rn and ill - taught a s  the t r a d it ional cou r s e s  
s o m e time s  w e r e  unle s s  t he s e  c u r r i c u la a r e  

cont inuou s ly s u bj e c t e d  to p e r sona l ,  c r eat ive 
r e ap p r a i s a l  and r e v i s ion on the part of t h e  
t e a c h e r .  Only in t h i s  way c an h e  r e ma in e n ­
thu s ia s t i c  in h i s  t e a c hing . 

CHRIS T IAN T EACHE RS AND CU RRICU LUM 

Do I m e an to s a y t h e n  that it make s little 
d iffe r en c e what cou r s e  of s tu d y  i s  u s e d  as long 
as t h e  t e a c h e r ha s involve d h im s e lf c r e at i v e ly 

in it and i s  en thu s i a s  t i c  about it ? H a r d !  y� C e r ­
ta inly , d iffe r e n c e s  in ind ividual t e a ch e r s ,  in ­
d ividual s c hoo l s ituation s , e du c a t i onal ba c k -
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gr ound of the s tudent s ,  and voc at ional oppo r ­
tunit i e s w i ll affe c t  the c u r r ic u la and r e s ult in 
d iffe r ing c ou r s e s  in d iffe r ent s c h o ols , but c e r ­
t a inly the r e  s hould b e  s o m e  main s t r e a m  of pur­
p o s e in the t e a c h ing of  s c ie n c e  in the Ch r i s t ian 
s chool .  The new cu r r i c u la as w e ll as the old 
s hould be c a r e fu lly s tu d ie d  w ith r ega r d  to this  
purp o s e . 

One o f  the ma1n obj e c t ions  t o  s om e  of the 
t r a d it ional t ext s was that t o  a g r e at extent they 
w e r e  e a r th - c e nt e r e d ,  mat e r ia lly - c ente r e d  c u r ­
r ic u la ins t e a d  of G o d - c e nt e r e d, The e du c at ional 
id e a l  w ith the C h r i s t ian pe r s p e c t ive w a s  s ub ­
o r d inat e d  t o  voc at ional d e Tnand s .  This  i s  a l s o 
t rue  of the n e w  curricula ,  a lthough i.n d iffe r ent 
ways . One of the g-r e a t e s t  s t imuli  of  the new 
c u r r i c u lum d e ve lopment  was the ne e d  for  more 
and b e tt e r  s c i e n t i s t s . This  i s  an imp o r tant 
g oa l ,  but ou r g o a l  as C h r i s t ian 

more  than produc 

Spiral nebula in  Andromeda Photo by H. Lambert 

GOVERNMENT AID 

FOR CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS--YES 

of life upon a p lu ra l i s t ic  nation and s at i s fy a ll .  
It i s  fa r b e t t e r t o  r e c ogniz e that w e  a r e  a p lu r a l ­
i s  t ic nation , not  t o  fav o r  financ ia lly the philo ­
s ophy o f  s e cu la r i s m ,  and t o  l e t  e ach have h i s  
own s chool  m o n e y  t o  g o  t o  the  s c ho o l  of  his 
choic e . W h e n  that i s  d one , then the s tate  
s ch o o l s  can fol low the philo s ophy o f  s e cular i s m  
and s y s t e matic ally e liminat e all  m e an ingful r e ­
fe r e n c e  t o  G o d ,  and no one w il l  b e  offe n d e d . 
U nti l  the n ,  the p r obl e m  w i ll n e v e r b e  s o lve d .  

Such  tuition grant s w ould  not  violate the 
p r inc iple o f  s epa rat ion of  c hu r c h  and s tate any 

s c ie nt i s t s  or even mo r e  and b e t t e r  C h r i s t ian 
s c ient is t s .  I fe e l  w e  have b e e n  i n  e r r o r ,  fo r 
in s t anc e ,  in ou r st r e s s  on the v o c at ionally u s e ­
fill t r iad of  bio logy ,  chemi s t ry ,  and phys ic s .  
W e  s h ould  p la c e  g r e at e r  e mpha s i s  on a s t r onomy 
and ge o l ogy. The s e  c ou r s e s  a r e  not w ithout 
th e i r  vocat ional d im e n s ions in o u r  a g e  of s pa c e ,  
but w e  ne e d  o n  o c c a s ion t o  l ift o u r  s tudent s '  
e y e s a n d  mind s f r o m  t h e  mic r o s c opic  a n d  s ub­
m i c r o s c op i c  to the mac r o s c op ic , f r om that 
which  is 

. 
infinit e s ima lly s mall  to  that which i s  

infinit e s imally la rge . 

I s u s p e c t  that in too  many o f  ou r c ou r s e s  
o f  stud y ,  n e w  a n d  o l d ,  the c ommand to s ubdue 
the e a r th r e s ult s in an ende avo r t o  g a in mas ­
t e ry ove r it rath e r  than a ba lanc e of this  e ffo rt  
w ith the e nd e avo r t o  g a in an app r e c iation for 
that which is b e yond man' s r e a c h  and c ontrol . 
T hi s  e n d e a vo r  d e mand s a s tu d y  o f  the frontiers 
of s c ie n c e  as w e ll as the h i s t o r y  of s c ience  be ­
c au s e  the front i e r i s  whe r e  the s c ie nt i s t s  are 
p r e s e nt ly gra s p ing w ith the unknown . F o r  this 
e ffo r t  of b r inging t o  the s tu d e nt s ' m ind s the 
s t ruggle of the s e  frontie r s  we mu s t  p r a i s e the 
new cu r r icular  e ffo r t s .  F o r  the lac k of e ffort 
in exis t ing c u r r icula to p r e s ent s c ienc e to the 
s t u d e nt s '  mind s as a s tudy of the work of G od 
we mu s t  a s  C h r i s t ian t e a c h e r s  take a mo r e  
crit i c a l  look at  o u r  c u r r icula r  offe r ing s and be ­
c om e  m o r e  a c t ive and enthu s ia s t i c  in the d e ­
ve lopment of ou r c ou r s e s  of s tudy . C BA o r  
C HE MS o r  ? T h e  ans w e r  t o  s ome extent at 
l e a s t  s hould b e  MOV ( My Own Ve r s ion) . 

m o r e than d o  the nume r ou s unive r s ity tuition 
grants  and s c hola r s hi p s  of  the s tate s ,  F e d e ra l  
s c hola rship s ,  W ar Orphans ' g rant s , NDEA 

grant s or the G .  I .  B ill . 

N e ith e r  w ould s u c h  a bill  invite g ove r n ­
m e nt c ont r o l .  T h e  gove rnm e nt ha s g rant e d  and 
c ont inue s to gr ant hund r e d s  of m illions under 
the  G .  I.  B ill  and s tate  tuit ion g rant s , and i t  
ha s not attempt e d  t o  c ont r ol the ind e p endent 
unive r s it i e s at a ll .  A s  a matt e r  of fa c t ,  with ­
out g ove rnment a i d ,  the g ove rnment ha s c on-. 
t r olled  indep e nd e nt s c hools  by it s policy of 
making the m  pay d ouble . T he powe r to  tax is  
the p ow e r  t o  d e s t r o y .  And by making the ind e ­
p e n d e nt school  c ommunity pay twic e and the 
s e cu la r i s t  le s s  than onc e ,  it  ha s e ffe ctive ly 
c u rtaile d the numb e r of ind ependent s chools and 
the qua l ity of the i r  in s truction.  
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SCIENCE OR NATURE STUDY? 
S c i e n c e i s  a s tu d y  of natu r e, H ow e ve r ,  

s c i e n c e ,  b y  it s meth o d  o f  ob s e r vat ion and m e a ­

s u r e me n t ,  i s  limit e d  to the s t u d y  and d e s c r ip ­

tion of the phy s i c a l  and b i ot i c  a s p e ct s  of obj e ct s  

and e v e nt s  i n  t i m e  and thr e e  - di m e n s i onal s p a c e . 

T hi s  d o e s not me an that oth e r  a s p e ct s  of natu r e  
c ann o t  and s hould n ot b e  stud i e d  u s ing oth e r 
method s .  

NAT U R E  AS AES T HE T IC AND REVE LA T I ON 

T he a e s thetic a s p e ct of natu r e  i s  one 
w h i c h  is r e a l  and yet out s i d e  the d o ma in of s c i ­
e n c e b e c au s e b e aut y  i s  not phy s i c a l  ( a lth ou g h  it 
may have a phys i c a l  a s p e ct) n o r  c a n  it b e  quan ­
t if i e d .  B e auty in natu r e  may r e s i d e  in c o l o r s ,  
s t r u c tu r e s , o r  s hape s of obj e ct s  and o r g an i s m s , 
o r  it may be found in c e rtain r e lat io n s hip s ob ­
s e r ve d in natu r e ,  s u c h  a s  the r e lat i o n s hip b e ­
t w e e n  s t ru ctu r e  and fun c ti o n ,  b e tw e e n  g r oup s of 

o r g an i s m s , o r  b etw e e n o r g an i s m s  and t h e i r  

phy s i c a l  e n v i r onment . Oft e n  thi s , a e s thetic a s ­

p e c t  of natu r e  i s  b e s t  d e s c r ib e d  in t e r m s  of the 

e mot ion s which are c onveye d ,  s u c h  a s  fe a r ,  

aw e ,  m aj e st y ,  p ow e r ,  g ai ety , t e nd e r n e s s  o r  

loneline s s . T he a r ti s t ,  p o et a n d  t h e  mu s i c ian 

s tu d y  this a e s th e t i c  a s p e c t  of natu r e  and it i s  

the i r  t a s k  t o  c onve y an e m ot ion o r  id e a  of r e ­

lation s hip . W or d s w o rt h ,  in a p o e m  ent it l e d  

" D affo d i l s " ,  d e s c r ib e s  h i s  feeling aft e r  ob s e r ­

v ing a pano r a ma of flo w e r s: 

A p o e t  c ould not but b e  gay 
In s u c h  a j o cund c o mpany :  
I g az e d-- and g a z e d - -but little thought 

W hat w e a lth the s how t o  m e  h a d  b rou g ht .  

V iva l d i  in h i s  c ompo s ition " T h e  S e a sons" a t ­
t e mp t s  to c onve y  an e m ot i on of the j oy of s p r ing , 

* Goc.oor-: VAN HARN, A.B. CALVIN CoLLEGE, PH.D, 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS, IS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF 
BIOLOGY AT CALVIN CoLLEGE, 

--Gordon Van Harn* 

the d e p r e s s in g  heat of s u mme r ,  the happy au ­

tumn h a r v e s ,t ,  and the c ru e l g la ci a l  w ind s o f  

w int e r. P ai nting s w hi c h  d e p ict natu r e  i n  it s 
va r iou s p a rt s  a r e  fa mHi a r  t o  e v e r y one. T h e  
w o r k  o f  the a rt i s t s  t e stifi e s t o  t h e  study of a n  
a e sthetic a s p e ct o f  natu r e . 

N atu r e  a l s o s e r v e s a s  a manife station o f  
G od' s activit y  o r  a s e lf - r e ve lat ion o f  G o d .  T hi s  
r e ve lation of t h e  unive r s a l ity of G od' s a ction in 

c r e at e d  r e a l ity is oft e n  c a l l e d  g e n e r a l  r e v e la ­
t i o n .  T he P s a l m i s t  r e c og n i z e d  � h i s  r e v e lat i o na l  
a s p e ct o f  natu r e  and w r ot e :  

T he young lions ro a r  aft e r  t h e i r  p r e y ,  
A

'
n d  s e e k  the i r  food f r o m  G od .  

T h e  s un a r i s e t h ,  t h e y  g et t h e m  a w a y ,  
And -lay the m  d ow n  i n  the i r  d e n s . 
Man g o eth forth unt o  h i s  w o r k  
And to h i s  lab o r  unt i l  the e v e n ing, 

0 J e ho vah , how manif o l d  a r e  thy w o r k s !  
In w i s d o m  h a s t  t h o u  m a d e  th e m  all: 

T he e a rth i s  fu l l  of thy r i c he s . 
P s alm 1 0 4 : 21- 24 

B e r kouw e r  e mpha s i z e s  the c la r ity w ith which 
the natu r e  - p s a l m s  po rt r a y  the s c r iptu r a l  c o n ­
c e pt ion o f  G o d' s s e lf - r e ve lation i n  natu r e . T hi s  
r e v e lat ion o f  G od ' s  activit y i s  i n  the ve r y  
" c r e atu r e line s s" o f  natu r e  and t h e  natu r e -

_
p s a l m s  e mpha s iz e  that the c r e at io n ,  c ont r o l  
a n d  maint e nanc e of t h i s  c r e atu r e line s s i s  b y  the 

G o d of s a lvat i o n . In othe r w o rd s , it i s  not a 
d e ifi c at i on of natu r e ,  but a r e ve lat ion of G od 
th r o u g h  natu r e ' s  ve r y  c r e atu r e l ine s s. T h e s ig ­
ni fic anc e of this  f o r  the C h r i s t ian s c h o o l  cu r r i ­
c u lum i s  that t h i s  r e ve lat ion c an only b e  r e ­
c o g n i z e d  in a c ont ext of faith in C h r i s t. T he 
G od of s a lvation i s  the G od r e v e a l e d  in natu r e . 
C a lvin' s  d e s c r iption of t h i s  i s  in te rm s  of the 
" g la s s e s " o f  faith whe r e b y  one c an kno w  G o d  in 
this book o f  natu r e . 

T he e mpha s i s  on the a e stheti c and the 
r e ve lat ional a s p e c t s  of natu r e  s hould not b e  in 
p la c e  of the phy s i c a l  and the b i o t i c , but s hould 
b e  a p a rt of,  or in a d d ition t o ,  the s c i e ntific 
study o f  the phys i c a l  and b i ot i c  a s p e c t s  of na ­
tu r e . T he s c i e nt ific s tu d y  of the phy s i c a l  and 
b i oti c ha s b e e n  ext r e m e ly imp o r t ant in d e ve l ­
op ing c onc e p t s  and p r o d u c ing infor mation w h i c h  

- 14 -



influ e nc e s  man' s  a ctivity in ou r c ont e mp o r a r y  

s o c i et y .  T h e s e  c on c e p t s a n d  info r m at i o n  h e lp 

man r e c o gn iz e  h i s  r e lat i o n s h ip to the envir on­

m e nt; f o r  examp l e , man ' s d e p e nd e n c e on na­

tu r e  f o r  fo o d ,  c lothing and life , a s  w e ll a s  he lp­

ing man to r e c o g n iz e  h i s  r o le in COjlt r o lling na­

tu r e  in s u c h  a ctivit i e s a s  d om e st i c at i on of an­

i m a l s , ha rne s s ing w at e r  p ow e r ,  c ont r o ll ing 

c r op s , and c u r ing d i s e a s e s . S c i e nt ific c o n­

c e pt s of natu r e  have l e d  to t e chnolo g i c a l  ad­

vanc e s  w h i c h  make our w o r k  e a s i e r  and ou r life 

· m o r e  c o mfo rt ab le . S c i e n c e mu s t  b e  tau g ht in 

o r d e r  t o  s ho w  ou r c h i ld r e n  the ap p r o a c h  t o  an 
und e r standing of the phys i c a l  and b i ot i c  a s p e c t s  
o f  natu r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  g iving othe r s ,  w h o  w i l l  

not c ontinue i n  s c i e nc e ,  a n  und e r stand ing o f  the 
p r o c e d u r e s  the s c ient i s t  u s e s  and the type s of 
an s w e r s  w h i c h  the s c i e nt i s t  g iv e s . 

In s u mma r y ,  natu r e  ha s va r io u s  a s p e c t s  
( a e sthet i c , r e ve lat o r y ,  phys i c a l - b iot ic) w h i c h  
r e qu i r e  the u s e  of d iffe r e nt m etho d s  o f  ap ­
p re a c h e s f o r  s tu d y  and exp r e s s i on . One m e thod 
i s  the s c i e ntific method which i s  limit e d  t o  the 
th r e e  - d im e n s ional s p a c e  and t i m e  e l e m e nt of 
the phy s i c a l  and b iot ic, T he a rt i s t  d o e s n ot u s e  
c ont r o l l e d  exp e r im e nt s , n o r  a r e  h i s  ob s e r va ­
t i o n s  f o r  the p u r p o s e  of g iving m e c hani s t i c  ex­
p lanat i o n s  of natu r a l  p r o c e s s .  T hi s  c onc e p t ion 
o f  natu r e  and s c i enc e l e ave s the qu e st i on o f  how 
c ou r s e s  in which natu r e  i s  the obj e ct of stu d y  
?hould b e  o r g aniz e d  a n d  tau g ht .  T w o  app r oa c h e s 
to a cu r ri c u lu m  a r e  o r g anizat ion on the ba s i s of 
the method o f  s tu d y ,  i . e. a r t ,  s c i e n c e ;  o r  on 
the ba s i s o f  obj e ct of stu d y ,  i . e .  natu r e  stu d y ,  
s o c ia l  s t u d y  a n d  B ib l e  study . 

T W O  A P PR OA C HE S  

T he f i r s t  app r o a c h ,  d iv i s ion o f  s ubj e ct s 
a c c o r d ing to ':method of s tu d y ,  e mpha s iz e s  the 
d iffe r e n cfi!IS b et\v e e n  the a rt i s t  and the s c ient i s t, 
An a d vant a g e  of t h i s  method i s  that e a c h  s ub ­
j e ct c a n  b e  ve ry r e st r i ct e d  in o r d e r  to be t r u e  

t o  the app r oa c h  of t h e  s c ient i s t  and a rt i s t . T h e  
d i s a d vant a g e i s  that thi s · app r o a c h  c a n  r e s u lt in 
va ri o u s  d i c hot o m i e s s u c h  as s c ie n c e  and a rt, 
s c i e n c e  and r e l i g i o n ,  s c ie n c e and s o c ial s tu­
d i e s  b e c au s e  e a c h  is taught in i s olation f r o m  
the othe r. T h e s e  d i c h o t o m i e s  o f t e n  r e s u lt i n  a 
c h o i c e  of one o r  the othe r; c on s e quently s o me 
s tu d e nt s  t e nd· t o  d e nig r a t e  s c i enc e and a r g u e  
that s c i e n c e  only p r ovid e s t e ntat ive limit e d  an ­
s w e r s  w ith the imp l i c at i on that the an s w e r s  
have litt le valu e, Oth e r s  tend t o  ab s olut iz e 
s c i e n c e  a s  the only m ethod f o r  obta ining info r ­
mat i o n  of value, Ove r e mpha s i s  on the a e s ­
thet i c  o r  r e v e lato r y  a s p e ct s  at the exp e n s e o f  
the othe r a s p e ct s  o f  natu r e  may b e  ind i c ative of 
a s e nt i m e ntal or p i o u s  ant i- s c ienc e att itu d e . 
One a s p e ct of natu r e  i s  not s up e r i o r  to anothe r 
b e c au s e  a study of all  a s p e ct s i s  ne c e s s ar y  t o  

und e r s t and natu r e  a n d  e a c h  method i s  b e s t  fo r 
the study of a p a rt i c u l a r  a s p e ct of natu r e , 

T h e s e c ond app r o a c h  inv o lve s o r ganiza ­
t i on of the c u r r i c u lum on the ba s i s of obj e ct 
stud i e d .  In this c a s e ,  natu r e  i s  the obj e ct of 
s t u d y  and the m e t h o d  i s  not s p e c if i e d  so all  a s ­
p e ct s  of natu r e  c an be stu d i e d  u s ing va r i o u s  
method s ,  s u c h  a s  that o f  the a rt i s t  and s c ien­
t i s t . T he w e d d ing of the r e v e lat ional a s p e c t  a s  
s e e n  i n  the a e sthet i c  and the phy s i c a l - b io t i c  a s ­
pects of nature i s  not an unhappy one but rather 

Photo by H. Lambert 
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a d e s i r a b l e  one f r om the p oint of vi e w  of o u r  

c onc e pt i o n  o f  natu r e . T he o r g ani z ation o f  

c ou r s e s  on the b a s i s  of the obj e ct o f  s tudy in ­

s te ad of on the ba s i s of m ethod of s t u d y  i s  not 

unu s ual at t h e  e le m e nt a r y  l e v e l; f o r  examp l e , 

B ib l e  i s  tau g ht and not the o l o g y ,  s o cial s tu d i e s 

and not s o c io la"g y ,  the r e fo r e  natu r e  study c ou l d  

b e  t a u g ht r at h e r t h a n  s ci e n c e . 

EXA M P LE S  O F  S E C ON D  A P P R OA C H  

O n e  o f  t h e  u s ua l  natu r e  s t u d y  e x e r ci s e s  

c a n  b e  u s e d  a s  an examp l e . Many c la s s e s  c o l -
le c t  l e a v e s in the autumn o f  e a c h  y e a r . V a ri o u s  
a s p e ct s  of autumn l e av e s c ould b e  s tu di e d .  T he 
s c ientific app r o a c h  c ou l d  b e  u s e d  to inve s ti g at e  
one of the follow ing p r ob le m s : W hat i s  the di f ­
f e r e n c e  i n  c o l o r  b etw e e n  s u mm e r  and autumn 
l e ave s ?  W hat is the stimulu s  for t h e  fa ll o f  
leave s ?  I s  it t e mp e r atu r e ,  s e a s on ,  o r  s ho rt 
light p e r i o d ? W hi c h  typ e of l e a f  fa l l s  fi r st ?  
Oak, map l e , e l m ,  o r  all  at the s am e  time ? 
W hat a r e  t h e  s t r u ctu r a l  t yp e s  of l e ave s and how 
c a n  the y b e  g r oup e d ?  T he a e s t h eti c  a s p e ct c a n  
a l s o b e  s tu di e d . I t  i s  n ot un c q m m on f o r  le ave s 
t o  b e  u s e d  a s  a d e c o r ativ e  m o t if in c la s s r o o m s  
a n d  h o m e s .  C ol o r e d  a n d  fa lling l e a v e s e li c it 
e mot ions and c al l  to mind a c t i viti e s s u c h  a s  
burning leave s ,  c h i ld r en build ing mountains of 

le ave s ,  and s p o rt s men · huntin g ,  whi c h  a r e  all  
a s s o ciat e d  with autumn leave s ,  In ot he r w o r d s , 
autumn le ave s can r ai s e  qu e s tions f o r  s ci e n ­
ti fi c  study but t h e y  a l s o stimu lat e the a e s t heti c  
s e n s e a n d  b ring t o  mind c u ltu r a l  a c tiviti e s  
a s s o ciat e d  with th e m ,  

T h e s tu d y  o f  w ate r 1 s  a l s o a n  o r dina r y  
s ci e n c e  p r oj e ct .  I t  i s  u s e d  p rima ri ly to s h ow 
the c hang e of stat e  in matt e r  f r o m li qui d to g a s  
a n d  li qui d t o  s o li d , T hi s  i s  w a t e r  i n  r e lati on t o  
t e mp e r atu r e  a n d  p r e s s u r e . I t  c ould a l s o b e  
studi e d  i n  t e r m s  of it s r o l e  i n  bi o l o gi c a l  o r g an ­
i s m s . C a n ani m a l s  and p lant s  liv e  without 
w at e r ?  C an s e e d s  g e r minate without w at e r ?  
W h e r e  d o w at e r  d r op le t s  on wind o w s  c o me 
fr om ? W ate r in r e latio n  to our c ont e mpo r a r y  
c u ltu r e  i s  a l s o impo rtant fo r p ow e r  for e l e ct ri ­
c; it y ,  t r an s p o rt by boat ,  r e c r e ati onal fi s hing . 
W a t e r in a ru s hing rive r ,  w at e r in a c l e a r  b lu e  
lake , a n d  wate r in t o r r e ntia l  r ain can all  r e ­
s u lt in diffe r ent e m oti ona l r e s p on s e s . S o  w at e r  
studi e d  s ci e nti fi c a lly,  a s  a s ou r c e  o f  b e aut y ,  a s  
a t o o l  in o u r  c ont e mp o r a r y  c u ltu r e  c an b e  stu ­
d i e d  a s  a unit , I am s u r e  t he s e  example s can 
b e  imp-r- ov e d and othe r s  can b e  a d d e d ,  but the 
e mpha s i s  is t o  s how man in r e lati on to hi s e n ­
v i r onm e nt. 

T h e s e  i d e a s  a r e  not exp r e s s e d f r o m  a 
b a c kg r ound of know l e d g e  in e du c ational p rinci ­
p l e s and p e da g o gi c a l  t e c hnique s .  T hi s  wi ll b e  
l e ft fo r s o m e one e l s e to j u d g e. T h e b a s i s  fo r 
t h e s e  id e a s  i s  the c on c e ption that natu r e  ha s 
many a s p e ct s , s o m e  of w hi c h  c an b e  studi e d  
u sing t h e  s ci e nti fi c  metho d , In o u r  c ont e mp o r ­
a r y  s o ci e t y  the r e  i s  a t e n d e n c y  to d e ni g r at e  o r  
ab s o luti z e s c i e n c e and one w a y  t o  gua r d  a gainst 
b o th i s  t o  d e v e lop a p r ope r c on c e p ti on of natu r e  
and r e c o g ni z e the p r o p e r  and imp o rtant r o le o f  
s c i e n c e  and t h e  a rt s  in the s tu d y  o f  natu r e . 

C o n>; e nt w 1th p l e a " u r e  and r e fu s e unw i ll ­
inJ:;, y ,  but let e v P r y  .,. ,  fu s e d b e  � r r e vo c able . 
Let no 1mpo rturity move you . Let the N o  once 
utt e r e d  be a w a l l  u f  b r d. s s  a J:;, a in!'; t w h 1 c h  the 
c t ild wi a have t o  exhau s t  • i s  ,; t .,. e n g t h  o n l y  f ive 
o r  ..; ix ti r'l e s  b e fo r e  h e  < e s e s t r ying t o  ov e r ­
t u �  ... i t . . . • T he w o r s t  t r <J.inin6 of all i s  t o  
h • ave h lm wave r lnf, b e tw e e n  h i s  own wi ll and 

u r s . - - J e an J .  Rou s s eau 
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REV I EW--fifty Sym bols 

of t he Chr ist ian fa it h 
--C al v i n S ee rve l d* 

T h i s  p a c ke t  o f  5 0  s ym b o l s  pub li s h e d  by 

N .  U .  C .  S .  t o  b e  u s e d  in B ible s tu d y  w ith c hild ­
r e n  i s  a g o o d  b e g inning . P o int ing the young t o  
S c r iptu r a l  pa s s ag e s  and r e lat ing t h e  ex e r c i s e 
t o  a vi s ua l  obj e c t  make s g o o d  C h r i s t ian e d u c a ­

t i onal s e n s e .  T he b o nu s  o f  int r o d u c ing the b o y s  
and g i r l s  t o  d e s ig n s  t r a d it i onally a s s o c ia t e d  
w it h  C h r i s t ian m o t i f s  i s  a l s o valuable . 

P r o f .  B o e v e ' s  w o r k  h e r e  ha s the s ob e r ,  
un s e nt i m e ntal line that i d e n t ifie s mu c h  g o o d  
m o d e rn a r t . T h e  p r e s entation i s  not c lutt e r e d  
but , w ith g r e a t  e c onomy , little i s  m a d e  t o  s ay 
mu c h .  T h e r e  may b e  a h int of B y z antine int e r ­
e s t  b ehind the s e  s ymbo l s , but the flat , ic onic 

e l e m e nt that g o e s w it h  E a s t e r n  e c c le s ia s t i c a l  a r t  
w o r k  ha s happily b e e n  g i v e n  m o r e  imag inat ive , 
int e r p r e t ive play . 

S o me of the 
s olid ly d e e p ,  

* CALVIN SEERVELD, PH.D. FREE UNI VERSITY O F  
AMSTERDAM, IS PROFESSOR O F  PHILOSOPHY AT T RINIT Y 
CoLLEGE , PALOS HEI GHTS, ILLINOI S ,  AN D THE AUTHOR OF 
SEVERAL ARTICLES AND A BOOK ON THE SUBJECT OF CH R I S­
T I AN I TY AND THE ARTS. (A CO � NCI DENCE--THE SAME MAIL 
THAT BRO UGHT H I S  REV I EW ALSO BRO UGHT A NOTE FROM THE 
NUCS OFFICE THAT THE ARTIST W AS RE-DOING SOME 0 ,7 

ANIMAL SYMBO'-.S FOR FUTURE EDITION s .) FIFTY SYMBOLS 
oF THE CHRIST I AN FA I TH ,  BY EDGA R BoEvE,  1 s  P UBL I SHED 
BY THE NUCS ($2 , 25)-- PERMI SS I ON GRANTE.o TO REPRO-
DUCE REPRESEN TATIVE SVMBO!....S WITH TH I S  REV I EW .,  

g inality t o  r ew a r d  a s e c ond and thi r d  look, 
w h i l e  the s ymbol i s  c l e a r  and f o c u s e d  at one 
g lanc e .  

N o .  3 1  i s  a c r onke ly g o o d  vine and 
b r an c h e s ;  it looks t o u g h ,  w o e b e g one , live and 
inte r e s t ing a ll t o g e the r - - no t  bad for the bond 
b e t w e e n  C h r i s t  and me as a b e li e ving c hild . N o . 
4 7 p,u t s  c halic e ,  g r ap e s  and w h e a t  t a s s l e j o y ­
fu lly t o g ethe r ;  the r e  i s  p e r s p e c t ive , animation,  
e n ou g h  s ub s tanc e t o  the p i c tu r e  for a t e a c he r t o  
t e ll s t o r ylike a b o u t  what it a l l  means . N o .  34 
t h r ow s t h e  s t a r r y  h e a v e n s  at y o u  i n  the i r  t w ink ­
ling imm e n s ity,  and the angula r ,  o d d - s hap e d  
p lane s i n  t h e  d e s ig n  c a t c h  s o me o f  the mys t e r y 
A b r ah a m  and h i s  d e s c e ndant s mu s t  have s e n s e d  
w h e n e v e r the y looked u p  n i g ht s ,  r e m e mbe r ing 
G o d' s p r o mi s e of G e ne s i s 1 5 : 5 .  ( N o . 35 by c on ­
t r a s t  i s  p a llid and unex c it ing i n  c onc e pt i on . ) 

N o .  1 5  on the mu s t a r d  s e e d  and it s t r e e  of faith 
c o mbine s an almo s t  b i o l o g i c a l  d iag rammatic , 
g e o m e t r i c pat t e r n  a r ound the oval of a s e e d  w ith 
light , a i r y  fant a s y ,  a g o s s a m e r  web of a t r e e ;  
t h e  d e s ig n  d e li ghtfu lly talks the la ngua g e  o f  b oth 
e a r th and h e a ven . And s y mb o l s  s u c h  as N o s . 
11 and 4 6  a r e  hone s t ,  p r o fe s s ionally fine , o r i -
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g inal p r e s entat ions of old s ymb o ls mad e  new 
and r e l e vant fo r the t w e ntieth c entu r y . 

T h e  animals , how e ve r ,  in the s ymbols  
a r e  c on s i s tently d i s appo int ing . Maybe the  in ­
e le g ant b e a s t  me ant to  be  a d e e r  (N o .  2 7) c ome s 
off p o o r ly b e c au s e the agoniz e d  .c ry ing o f  P s alm 
42 i s  m i s r e a d  as a matt e r  of " p ie t y  and a s p i r ­
at ion" ( c f .  a c c ompanying booklet  of explanation) , 
T he e a g le , ox and lion ( N o s . 2 - 4) for the e van ­
g e li s t s  a r e  not animalic enoug h ,  fie r c e ly v i r ile 
and biblic ally g r and the way Job d e p i c t s  ani ­
mals ; he r e  th e y  have a ba rnya r d ,  z o o ,  d o me s ­
t i c a t e d  quality that i s  fa ir  enough for  s t o r y ­
books but not w o rthy o f  the s t r ength o f  J ohn , 
Luke , and Ma r k .  T he " vi c t o r ious lamb" ( N o . 
8) ha s too much t e d d yb e a r  c ha r a c t e r  t o  p o int 
one to the aw ful ,  g lor ious lamb of G od .  

T hat i s , the anima l s  epitomiz e a w e a k ­
ne s s  that pla gue s a numb e r  of t h e  s ymbol s : a 
c onte mplative s oftne s s  and limp s implic ity that 

Creat ive D ramat ics--

s e e m s  s ome what un r e al ,  child i s h  a n d  " my s t i ­
c a l "  rathe r than e a r thily . r e al(iike the INRI 
b oa r d ,  N o . 2 3 ,  i s  forthr ightly  r e al) and c lo s e  
t o  a child like p e r c ept ion . F o r  c ont r a s t  c f .  
C onc o r d ia ' s A r chbooks for child r e n  ( o r  even 
the mo r e  s tanda r d  illu s t r at ions in Anne de 
V r ie s '  C hild r e n ' s B ible , Dutch o r  E ng l i s h  e d i ­
t ion) which have a vib rant dynamic and hum o r  
that c apt ivat e s  child r e n ' s att e nt ion a n d  b r e athe s 
the moving , holy,  r ou g hhewn s p i r it of t he S c r ip ­
tu r e s .  

T he s e r ie s  of  c r o s s e s  ( N o s . 3 8 - 4 5 ) may 
b e  info r mat ive but they rate low , it s e e m s  to 
me,  if the a im i s  to  " e n r ich p e r c eptions  and 
vivify d ivine ( ? ! )  h i s t o r y . " 

C hr i s t ian e ducato r s  may hope N . U . c . s . 
explo r e s  fu rthe r the s e  matt e r s  of  s ymbol ,  bene ­
fitting from the expe r i e n c e  and advanc e s  mad e 
by ou r Luthe ran b r othe r s  in C h r i s t .  

# # # 

an integ ra l pa rt of the c lassroom -- Nan cy Van der Hei de* 

" Oh,  that fa r - out s tuff may be all r ig ht 
onc e  in a while , but I ' ll  s t i c k  t o  the fundamen ­
tals : r e a d  in 1 ,  w r it in 1 ,  and 1 r ithme tic . " 

" l  don ' t have time for that non s e n s e . " 

" I ' m not c r e at ive . How c an I hand le it ? "  

" My c la s s j u s t  i s n ' t  c r e at ive - - they c ould ­
n ' t  exp r e s s  the m s e lve s . "  

P e rhap s you ' ve he a r d  o r  mad e  c omment s 
s imila r t o  tho s e above . Let  me a s s u r e  you , 
none of the above comment s  a r e  t r u e . 

E ve r ywhe r e  w e  turn today,  w e  r e a d  that 
A L L  child r en and adult s a r e  c r e at ive to  one d e ­
g r e e  o r  anothe r .  T he Janua r y  i s s u e  of C h r i s t ­
ian Home and S c hool  has an a rt i c le about c r e a ­
tivit y .  Each r e c ent i s s u e  o f  the W e e kly Read ­
e r  T eache r ' s  E d ition d e a ls w ith c r e ativity and 

* . 
N ANCY VAN D E R  H E I D E ,  A . B .  CAt.v i N  Co t.t.E G E ,  HAS 

TAUGHT AT Ev E R G R E E N  PA RK AN D B Ax r E R  CH R I S T I AN 

S C H OOLS AN D I S  NOW T EACHI N G  S EC O N D  GRAD E AT OAK D A L E  

CH R I S T I AN ScHOO L. I N  GRAN D RA P I DS ,  

it s pla c e  in t h e  c u r r iculum . T he Ins t ructor  of  
F e b ru a r y ,  1 9 6 6 ,  has an a r t i c le on c r e at ivity 
and the culturally d e p r ived child . What is s aid 
the r e ,  how e ve r ,  i s  app licable to  all type s of 
child r en ,  

C r eat ive d r amatic s i s  app ropr iate t o  all 
leve ls  of t e a c h ing and s houldn 1 t be  thought of  as 
a fa r out o r  an is o lat e d  thing . It r e s u lt s in new 
ideas  and applic ations of lea rning in all s ubj e c t  
a r e a s  and c a? b e  r e ad i ly appli e d  to  ariy typ i c a l  
c u r r iculum . All  memb e r s  of the c la s s room a r e  
e n c ou r a g e d  t o  think, b e c au s e e a c h  r e s p on s e  is  
a c c e ptable and  of value . G ood id e a s  a c c epted  
in  c r e at ive p lay lead to  good id e a s  in  d i s c u s s ions 
in the c la s s r oom . T h e  f r e e d o m  expe r ienc e d  in 
c r e a t ive p lay s pu r s  on p r oble m s olving and en ­
hanc e s  c r e at ive thinking . C hild r e n  with such 
expe r ienc e s  a r e  not afraid  to  ventu r e  an opin ­
ion . T h e y  d o  not w o r r y  about s ome one s aying , 
" Oh ,  no ,  that ' s  w r ong . " Rathe r ,  the y a r e  
p r a i s e d  for g o od thinking and a r e  s killfully le d 
t o  d i s c ove r s olution s . 

T e ache r s  u s ing c r e at ive d r amatic s d i s ­
c ove r that the y have a new fr e e d om ,  too , N e w  
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id e a s  a r e  unc ove r e d  that s t imulate the m in im ­
ag inative t e a ching ; and thu s the c r e at ive p r o ­
c e s s  is c ontinuou s .  

But whe r e  s hall w e  b e g in ?  H e r e  a r e  j u s t  
a few s u g g e s tions f o r  u s ing c r e at ive d r amatic s 
in va r iou s s ubj e c t a r e a s . T he s e  have b e e n  u s e d  
i n  s e c ond g rade  c l a s s e s ,  but w ith a little lm ­
a g ination you c an adapt the s e  id e a s  t o  you r own 
g rade  le ve l ,  o r  think up new id e a s , 

BIBLE 

B ible s t o r i e s  and B iblical  t ruths can be  
mad e real  and  r e l e vant by u s e  of c r e ative role  
p laying . T he s t o r y  of the  s hephe r d s  t e nd ing  
the i r  s he e p  in the  d a r k  night out s id e  B e thle ­
h e m  len d s  it s e lf w e ll t o  c r e at ive d r amatic s .  
S e t  the mood by s to r y - t e lling . " How lone ly the 
s hephe r d s  felt out the r e  in the d a r kne s s ,  W hat 
was that noi s e ?  How d o  you think the y fe lt ? 
C ould you s how b y  you r  move m e nt s  and act ions 
what it w a s  like ? W hat was that ? T he ang e l  i s  
s p eaking from he ave n .  S e e  how b e w ild e r e d  the 
s hephe r d s  a r e . I c an t e ll from R o n ' s exp r e s s ion 
that he is s o  afraid . D o  you he a r  that s ing ing ? 
S e e  the j o y  on s o me fac e s  a s  the y l i s t e n . What 
s hall the s he phe r d s  d o ?  Oh , the y ' r e  g oing to ­
w a r d s  the c it y ,  T he y  want t o  s e e  w hat ha s hap ­
p e ne d .  T he y  a r e  d o ing what the ang e l  told the m 
to  d o . " 

E v e r y  time I d o  this  with a g r oup of chil ­

d r en ,  I enjoy wat c hing the i r  s en s e of j ?y and 
wond e r  a s  the y b e c ome tho s e s he phe r d s  of long 
a g o . 

O r  t r y  this : a s k  s ome one to p lay he i s  
Paul making his  s p e e ch a t  t h e  top of t h e  s t a i r s  
to  t h e  ang r y  J ew s . T he w o r d s  m a y  be  c o nte m ­
p o r a r y ,  but the d r ama o f  the s ituation will  b e  
v e r y  r e a l .  

O l d  T e s tament s t o r ie s p r e s ent many op ­
p o rtunit i e s  fo r r ole p laying and d ialogue s itu ­
ation s . One ep i s od e  I r e me mb e r ve r y  vivid ly 
happ e n e d  aft e r  the s t o r y  of J o s hua ' s  s i e g e  of 
J e r i cho had b e e n  t old . S o m e  child r e n  s a id 
the y w ould like to p lay that the y w e r e  in s id e  
the c ity a s  the s o ld ie r s  m a r c h e d  s ilently a r ound 
each day . T he anxitie  s and t e n s  ions built up a s  
the s ie g e  c ontinu e d , and t h e  fe a r  a n d  chao s a s  
t h e  " walls c ame tumblin ' d own" me ant much 
more aft e r  we had been through it � ( T he b e auty 
of it all i s  that aft e r  onc e b e g inning w ith c r e a ­
t ive d r amatic s ,  the c la s s will  c ons tantly a s k, 
" May w e  p le a s e  play this  p a r t  of .  the s t o r y ? " 

T he y  s e e  many m o r �  o c c a s ions for exp r e s s ion 
than I d o . )  

LANG UAG E ARTS 

Languag e art s i s  a p e r fe c t  p_la c e  to  inte ­
g r ate  c r e at ive d ramatic s .  C r e at ive play can 
make r e ad ing b e c ome a s ubj e ct which live s ,  and 
it leads  to inc r e a s e d  g r owth in r e ad ing abilit i e s  
a n d  s kills . T hr ough d ramatic play,  w o r d s  a r e  
learned m o r e  r e ad ily and c omp rehens ion o f  
s t o r ie s  can be  r e info r c e d .  P laying charact e r s  
i n  a s to r y  c an he lp u s  und e r s tand the i r  fe e ling s 
and mot ivation s , and w e  can the n bette r unde r ­
s tand ou r s e lve s ,  

S p e a king in play s g ive s opp ortunit i e s  fo r 
imp r oving c l a r ity  of exp r e s s ion , s p e aking to be  
und e r s t ood , and  und e r s tand ing the  mood and 
c ha r a c t e r of the s t o r y , V o c abula r y  e n r i chment 
c ome s from d i s cus s ion of w o r d s  which a r i s e in 
a s t o r y  or po e m .  C hild r e n  d i s c ove r new ways 
of s a ying thing s .  

P laying a s to r y  o r  looking for new s itu ­
ations in a s to r y  o r  poe m c an lead t o  c r eat ive 
w r it ing . R e c ently we have be en s tudying the 
s o lar s ys te m . Mu ch talk c e nte r e d  a r ound the 
moon and the goals  of our c ountry  to  r e ach the 
moon . We did c r e at ive play in c onne c t ion with 
this . F ir s t  we playe d g e tt ing r e a d y  for our 
t r ip :  putting on our s pa c e  s u it s , g e tt ing s e ttled 
in the capsule , the blas t - off, and the w e ightle s s  
t r ip .  W e  landed  r ight on the moon,  and ven ­
tu r e d  out of ou r s p a c e  s hip . S in c e  w e  d i s c ov ­
e r e d in our s tudy that the moon ha s n o  g ravity 
and no a i r ,  we t r i e d  t o  walk the way a moon 
a s t r onaut w ould walk . W e  explo r e d  and ima ­
g in e d  the d i s c ove r i e s  that might be made on the 
moon . 

Aft e r  the c r e at ive play w a s  d one in s e v ­
e r al s e s s ions , w e  d e c id e d  to make moon c rea -

WALKING ON THE 

MOON IS VERY 

DIFFERENT FRO M 

W ALKING ON 

EARTH ! 
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t:Llr e s  which in no w ay r e s e mb l e d  e a r t h  p e op l e . 
W hat fun it w a s  making b o d i e s w ith many le g s ,  
no le g s ,  unu s ua l  s hape s �  T hen w e  invent e d  d e ­
s c ription and adventu r e s  for our c r e atu r e s ,  and 
w r ot e  the s e  ideas d ow n .  The a c c ompanying 

C R EAT U R E S  A R E  

C L.OTH , A N D  

T H E  

D E S C R I PT I ON S  

pictur e s  iliu s trate the p lay and the r e s u lt s  o f  
this p la y  i n  a r t  and w r it in g  f o r m s . 

L it e r atu r e  s ha r e d  and liv e d  p r o vid e s  r e a l  
s t imulu s f o r  w r it ing . T hi s  p o e m  i s  a n  examp l e : 

B R OOMS 

On s t o r my d a y s  
W he n  t h e  w ind i s  h i g h  

T a ll t r e e s  a r e  b r o om s 

S w e e p ing the s ky .  

T he y  s w i s h  the i r  b r anc h e s 
II1 bu c ke t s  of rain,  
And s w a s h  an d s w e e p  it  
B lu e  a g a in ,  

- - D o r othy A ld i s  

" H ow tall c an you b e ? C an you b e  a s  tall 

a s  a t r e e  that s w e e p s  the s ky ?  Yfhat d o e s  the 
t r e e do when it is a s t o rmy day ? How d o e s  the 

r a in make you fe e l  w h e n  it fal l s  on you in hu e ­

ke t s ? W hat happ e n s  w h e n  the b lu e  s ky c o me s  

and the s t o r m  h a s  p a s s e d ove r ?  C an you think 

o f  s o me thing a t r e e  m i g ht do on a windy d ay ? " 

T h e  follow ing p o e m  i s  a c la s s c r e ation 

a ft e r  such p r e vious exp e r i enc e :  

T HE T RE E S  ARE PAIN T ING U S  

T he t r e e s  a r e  pa inting u s , 
T he y  s lap the i r  pa int b r u s h e s t o  and fr o - ­
S o m e t im e s they ma ke m i s t ake s 
And put mus t a c h e s on ou r fa c e s . 
T he t r e e s  g e t  w at e r fr o m  the r a in ,  
B lu e  f r o m  the s ky ,  white fr o m  t h e  c loud s ,  
Y e llow f r o m  the s un ,  
A l l  c o lo r s  f r o m  the r a inb o w s ,  e v e n  g o ld , 
In the fall w h e n  c o lo r s  a r e  s c a r c e  

T he y  u s e  the m s e lve s . 

T he b o ok, T he S nowy D a y ,  by E z r a J a c k  
Keat s i s  v e r y  s t imulating fo r c r e ative exp r e s ­
s ion b e c au s e  it d e ve lop s  a w a r e n e s s  of b e auty in 
w int e r  and he lp s  us und e r s tand ou r fe e ling s a ­
b out thing s w e  love . It r e m ind s u s  of expe r i ­

e nc e s  w e  a l l  have had w ith s no w , How e a s y  then 
f o r  the t e a c h e r t o  a s k , " How c ould w e  u s e  our 
expe r ie n c e s f o r  a s t o r y  of o u r  own about the 
s now ? " 

S OC IA L  S T U DIES 

S o c ia l  s tu d i e s p r e s e nt s  anothe r rich fie ld 
f o r  c r e at ive p la y . B e c oming c h a r a c t e r s  of the 
pa s t  in h i s t o r y  w ill make tho s e  p e ople mo r e  
r e a l  and un d e r s tandable , Familiar nat i onal 

h � r o e s like W a s hing t o n ,  L in c o ln ,  L indb e r g h ,  

and Dani e l  B o one p o r t r ay e d  w ith und e r s tanding 

and c ha r a c t e r i z a t ion w i ll m e a n  mu c h  more than 
a m e r e  t ext - b o ok s tu d y . 

T h e  s tudy of he lp e r s  in the c o mmunity 

many s ituat ions for d ramatic 

I .l U S T  D I S C OV E R E D L.OTS OF GOL.D , I • M GOI N G  TO COV E R  I T  

• U P  S O  N O  ON E E L.S E  K N O W S  I T I S  H E R E ,  
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T H I S  C A P S U L. E  R I D E  

I S  V E RY U N C O M F O RT-

AB L. E ,  B UT F E E L.S 

GOO D ! 

polic�man, the fireman, the p o s tman,  the milk ­
man, the d o c t o r ,  the nu r s e ,  a pilot , a s p a c e  
m a n  a r e  j u s t  a f e w  that c ould b e  p laye d .  

Indians and c owboys out of the pa s t  a r e  
exc e llent for  u s e  i n  c r e at ive d r a matic s .  P e ople  
of othe r lan d s  can b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  and playe d 
in d ramatic s ituat ions and b e c om e  r e a l .  

ART 

A r t  app r e c iat ion,  s e n s o r y  awa r e ne s s ,  and 
art p r o du c tion a r e  inc r e a s e d  t h r ou g h  c r e at ive 
d r amatic s .  Afte r p laying s c e ne s f r o m  s t o r ie s ,  
paint a happening in the s t o r y ,  o r  make a rt i c le s 
s u g g e s t e d  in s t o rie s :  c a s t le s ,  fa iry  thr one s ,  
fai r i e s  the m s e lve s ,  figu r e s  out of c lay,  pap i e r  
m a c he, and mobile s .  T he movement i n  c r e a ­

t ive d r a matic play c a r r ie s  ove r into exp r e s s ion 

in the g r aphic a r t s . B oth rhythmic move m e nt 

and pantomime a r e  u s e fu l for  fre e ing the child ' s 

expr e s s ion of the figu r e  in pa int ing and c r ayon 
w o r k .  Mood s of d iffe r ent s e a s ons , t o o ,  c an be  

d r amatiz e d  and then p o r t rayed  on pape r w ith 
m o r e  fr e e d om aft e r  s u c h  playing . 

PHY SIC A L  FITNESS 

C hild r e n  find it muc h  mor e fun t o  d o  phy ­
s ic a l  fitne s s  when plain old exe r c i s e s  a r e  
d r e s s ed up by t h e  u s e  of c r e at ive d r a matic s ,  
C hild r e n  love t o  b e  w indow s h<!-d e s  that a r e  
pulle d u p  and down,  o r  pop - c o r n  i n  the pan , o r  
m ountain c limbe r s  c limb ing a r op e , o r  t r e e s  
b e nd ing in the w ind , And the phy s ical  exe r c i s e s  
a r e  j u s t  a s  b e ne fic ial when done in this  enjoy ­

able manne r .  

S C IENC E 

S c ien c e ,  
for c r e ativ�ty . 

t o o ,  c a n  p r ovid e opp o r tunit ie s 
T he goal  of mod e rn s c ienc e is  

to  t e ac h  c r e at ive thinking u s ing the  fac t s  dis ­
c ove r e d , Aft e r  w e  have s tu d i e d  about s e e d s , 
w e  c an p lay what w e  have learned ab out how 
s e e d s  g r ow ,  T h e  s e e d s  mu s t  b e  planted ; they 
are d o r mant , but w ith t iny p lant s s he lt e r e d  in ­
s id e . Suns hine , rain and air  c an be  p layed by 
the c hild r e n .  ( T he y  a r e  not t r oubled about be ­
c om ing any of the s e  thing s . )  D r amatic p lay in 
s c ie n c e  can b e  utiliz e d  w ith s tudie s of any unit : 
c hang e s  of s e a s on s , s ound , s imple mac hine s ,  
l iving thing s ,  and phys ical  c on c e pt s . It i s  lim ­
it e d  only by the bound s of imag ination of t e a c h ­
e r  and child r e n .  

P e rhap s the g r e at e s t  boon in the u s e o f  
c r e at ive d ramatic s is  the f r e e d o m  i t  encou r ­
ag e s  and ins t ills  in the c h ild . He want s to ex ­
p r e s s  hims e lf by mov e m e nt ,  by a c tion,  and by 
w o r d s . When w e  b e g an a d i s c u s s ion of ou r b e s t  

known plane t ,  the ea rth,  the s e  w e r e  the obs e r ­
vat ions mad e  w ithout he s itation by m y  s e c ond 
g r a d e r s :  

I t  1 s b e autifu l .  
It ' s  r ound , 
It ha s lot s of p r e tty c r eatu re s .  
T h e r e  is  no end . 
T hing s s tay on the e a r th b e c au s e  of g ravit y .  
T he e a rth is  p a r t  o f  t h e  s o la r  s y s t e m .  
I t  ha s atmos phe r e . 
It ' s  a pla�et . 
It ' s  G od ' s .  ( P s alm 24)  
W e ' r e s t ill d i s c ove r ing thing s about it . 
It ' s  bumpy . 
It ' s  mo s t ly wate r ;  s o me land , 

I r e c o r d e d  thes e and othe r c omment s a s  
t h e y  w e r e  g iven b y  the c la s s ,  Almo s t  all w e r e  
e a g e r  to  g ive a n  id ea , T he lis t shows s ome 
have r e ad and ab s o r bed  fa c t s , but many i d e a s  
a r e  exp re s s e d w ithout fa ctua l ba c kg r ound . 

T he oppo rtunitie s a r e  limitle s s ;  the c r e a ­
tivit y i s  the r e . V e ntu r e  out,  t r y  your wing s ,  
and you will  have the g r e at e s t  r e w a r d  you can 
expe r ience  in teaching . 
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De partme nt E di tor , 
M e r l e  M eeter 

ORGAN I Z I NG L I TERATURE 8Y  THEME = 

A DEFENS E -- D onal d O ppewal* 

A qu i c k  look at s e ve r a l  l it e r atu r e  antho l ­
og ie s fo r s e c onda'r y E n g li s h  c l a s s e s  s h

,
ould c on ­

vin c e  anyone that they p r e s ent an almo s t  be ­
w i ld e r ing a r r ay o f  ans w e r s  to the qu e s tion:  
How i s  lite r atu r e  most  e ffe c t ively o rganiz ed  for 
t e a ching ? What e ve r the v i r tue s or vic e s  o f  the 
high s c hool l ite r atu r e  antholo g y ,  c e rta inly it  
c annot be  s a id of them that they r e fle ct  any c on ­
s is t e nt pa r y - line p o s it ion on thi s qu e s t ion . 

A little r e fle c t ion by a C h r i s t ian t e a che r 
may lead in e ithe r of two d i r e c t ions : 1 )  It 
r e ally d o e s n ' t  make any d iffe r e n c e  which o f  the 
alte rnative s a r e  c ho s e n b e c au s e a g iven p ie c e  
o f  l ite ratu r e  c a s t s  it s own s p e ll w ithout help o r  
hind r an c e  from the s e le c tions  that c o m e  b e fo r e  
o r  a fte r it ; o r ,  2) T e a che r s  and pub li s he r s  
have d iffe r ent obj e c t ive s i n  m ind when they 
make thi s  choic e .  T he fo r me r alte rnat ive r e ally 
abandons t o  c;hanc e o r  t o  p r a c t i c a l  c on s i d e r ­
ations the matte r of s e qu e n c e  and o r g aniz ation . 
W hile s ome teache r s  may a c tua lly ope rate  in 
this fa s hion,  none , I bel ieve , w ould a r gue that 
it is be s t  t o  p r o c e d e  a r b it r a r ily, follow ing only 
the whim of the day or w e e k .  If  the t e a che r 

take s the othe r alte r nat ive , name ly that 1n 
c h o o s ing fo r one a r r an g e ment of  lit e ratu r e  ove r 
anoth e r  he i s  r e a lly making a c h o i c e  of one s e t 
of obj e c t ive s ove r anothe r ,  then he mu s t. fa c e  at 
le a s t  two fu r the r que s t ions : 1) W hat a r e  the 
obj e c t ive s of  the d iffe r e nt o r g anizat iona l  
s c h e me s ? a n d  2 )  Which c an be  d e fend e d  a s  
mo s t  e ffe c t ive i n  a c h ieving t h e  maj o r  obj e c t ­
ive s of C h r i s t ian e ducat ion ? T he fir s t  d e mand s 
a pu r e ly d e s c r iptive ans w e r ,  and the s e c on d  
o n e  an  e va luat ive one . 

A L T E RNA T IVE ORG ANIZ AT IONS 

T h e r e  a r e  at  le a s t  thr e e  o r ganiz ational 
patt e r n s  which may b e  u s e d  to  o r ganiz e lite r ­
atu r e  for  t e a c hing pu rp o s e s . E a c h  o f  the m ha s 
a log ic of it s ow n ,  and for  e a c h  a plau s ible d e -
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fe n s e  c an b e g ive n . T he thr e e  patt e rn s  may b e  

c alle d 1 )  the c h r onolo g i c a l ,  o r  h i s t o r ic a l  
a r rang e me nt ,  2 )  t h e  fo r molog i c a l ,  o r  l it e r a r y  
typ e ( g e n r e )  a r r ang e m ent ,  and , 3 )  t h e  p s ycho ­
log ic a l ,  o r  th e matic  a r rang e m e nt . 

In the c h r onolog ical  a r r ang e me nt ,  the  
l o g i c  which g ove r n s  s e qu e n c e i s  that  of  t im e . 
T h e  g u i d ing a s s umption i s  thi s : W hat i s  w r it t e n  
fi r s t  s hould b e  s tu d i e d  fir s t .  H e n c e ,  anywhe r e  
from a d e c a d e  t o  s e ve r a l  c entu r i e s  c an b e  s e ­
le c t e d ,  and the p ie c e s  of l i te ratu r e  line d up for 
s tudy in the o r d e r  in which w r itt e n .  The whole 
s pan c an b e  s ub d ivid e d  int o  s m.a l l e r p a c ka g e s 

and lab e l e d  w ith t ime s ignatu r e s  ( e . g . , 1 9th 
C e nt u r y) o r  epoch lab e l s  ( e . g . , P o s t - C ivil  
W a r) , w ith the p ie c e s  w ithin e a c h  a r r ang e d  a ­
g a in in c h r onolog ical  o r d e r .  

In the fo rmolog ical  a r r ang e ment the l o g i c  
which g ove r n s  b o t h  c h o i c e  of c ont e nt a n d  s e ­
qu enc e i s  the fo r mat o r  type int o which the lit ­
e ra r y  p ie c e  i s  c a s t .  T he g u id ing a s s umption i s  
thi s : W o rks s imila r i n  fo r m  o r  s t r u c tu r e  s h ould 
b e  s tu d i e d  t o g e the r ,  Some l it e r a r y  type ( e . g . , 
s onne t) can b e  s e le c t e d  and example s ,  i r r e ­
s p e c t ive  of when w r it t e n ,  can b e  pla c e d  in j ux ­
tap o s ition . T he p ie c e s  w ithin e a ch unit a r e  
c ha r a c t e r iz e d  b y  s imila r ity i n  fo r m . 

In the p s ycholog ical  a r rang e me nt the 
log ic  which · g ove r n s  what w o r ks can b e  g r oup e d  
i s  that of  t h e  p s yche , t h e  p e r s onal d im e n s ion o f  
t h e  lea rne r .  T he guiding a s s umpt ion i s  that 
tho s e w r iting s which  touch our c ommon human 

natu r e  at s imilar p o int s s hould be s tu d i e d  t o ­

g e the r .  T h e r e fo r e ,  s ome unive r s al  human p r o ­
ble m ,  s om e  e n du r ing and s ig n ific ant kind of hu ­
man s ituation ( e ,  g . , w a r ,  loyalty) c an b e  s e ­
l e c te d ,  and p i e c e s  of  lit e ratu r e  c ho s e n  fo r t h e i r  

abili ty  t o  illuminate s ome fa c e t  of that  the m e , 
R e g a r dle s s  of when w r it t e n ,  o r  in what l i te r a r y 
fo rm they a r e  c a s t ,  w r it ing s in which this  
the m e  is  p r ominent c an b e  pla c e d  next t o  e a c h  
othe r to  c o mp r is e a t e a ching unit . T h e  s e ­
qu e n c e w ithin the unit i s  g ove r n e d  by s om e  p s y ­
c holog ical  o r d e r ,  s u c h  a s  c ont r a s t ,  s o  that op ­
p o s ing vie w s  on the s ame the m e  a r e  u s e d  t o  il ­
lumine both e a c h  othe r and the total  the m e  by 
b e ing p lac e d  next to  e a c h  othe r .  S im ila r ity in 
impa c t  on the p e r s onality of  the l e a rne r is what 
d e t e r m in e s both the c ont e nt and the s e quenc e of  
the t e a c hing unit , 

T HE CASE FOR EAC H A L T E RNA T IVE 

The c a s e fo r each of the s e  may b e  s t at e d  
i n  t e r m s  o f  which obj e c t ive s o f  t e a c hing lit e r -

atu r e  p r e d om inat e by . v i r t u e  of the o r de r in 
which they a r e  taught . T h e  follow ing b r i e f  
l i s t ing a s s um e s  that many obj e c t ive s ,  s u ch a s  
v o c abula r y  e n r ic h m e nt ,  e n c ou r a g ing w o r thy u s e  
o f  le i s u r e  t im e ,  e t c . a r e  a c h i e v e d  e qua lly w e ll 
b y  all  t h r e e .  T he fo c u s  h e r e  i s  on the diffe r ­
e n c e s ,  and it s hould b e  e vident that no one o f  
the s e  o r g ani z ational s ch e m e s c an a c hieve a l l  
t he s e  e qua lly e ffe c t iv e ly .  

S o m e  obj e c t ive s enhan c e d  b y  a c h r ono ­

l o g i c a l  o r d e r ing o f  lite ratu r e  a r e :  

1 )  t o  r e la t e  l it e r atu r e  t o  it s c u ltu r a l  s e t ­
ing ( e . g . , C ivil  W a r  p o e t ry) 

2) t o  s how how w r it e r s  inevitably r e fl e c t  
t h e  t ime s i n  which t h e y  live 

3) t o  s e c u r e  d e e p e r  unde r s tand ing of 

othe r c u ltu r e s  and t i m e s ( e . g . , the 
V i c t o r ian mind) 

4) to s how the c hang e and d e v e lopment of 
l it e r a r y  fo r m s  ( e . g . , from d ia r y  to 
p e r s onal e s s ay) 

S o m e  obj e c t iv e s p e culia r ly w e ll - s u i t e d  
t o  a fo r mo l o g i c a l  o r d e r ing of l i t e r a r y  w o r k s  
a r e :  

1 )  t o  s h ow how d iffe r e nt w r it e r s  u s e  the 
s a me or s imila r s tyle s and lit e r a r y  
c onv entions ( e .  g . , Shake s p e a r e an and 
Ita lian s onne t fo rm) 

2) t o  analyz e the s t ru c tu r e  of a g iven 
fo r m  ( e .  g . , Japane s e  haiku ,  lim e r ic k) 

3 )  t o  ma s t e r  lit e r a r y  d e vi c e s  which c on ­
s i s t e ntly app e a r  in lit e ratu r e  ( e .  g . , i ­
r ony , a llit e r a t ion) 

4) to r e c ogniz e  the c ha r a c t e r i s t ic s  of the 
maj o r  lit e r a r y  typ e s  ( e .  g . , ly r i c  
p o e m ,  e p i c , p e r s onal e s s ay) 

S o m e  obj e c t ive s mo s t  e a s ily a c h i e v e d  by 
a p s ycholog i c a l  o r d e r ing o f  lit e r atu r e  a r e :  

1 )  t o  make lit e ratu r e  r e l e vant t o  the live s 
o f  the l e a r n e d  

2)  t o  s h ow t h e  unive r s a l t ruths e mbo d i e d  
i n  all lit e ratu r e  

3 )  t o  s t imulat e the s tu d ent t o  d e velop a 
p e r s onal phil o s ophy o f  life 

4) to a c h ie ve the v i c a r i ou s  exp e r ienc e of 
life in it s va r iou s d im e n s ion s 

Any p r a c t i c ing t e a c h e r o f  Eng lis h c ould 
p r o du c e  m o r e  obj e c t ive s ,  or va r iations on the s e  
s ta t e d  above , T he s e  a r e  m e r e ly illu s t rat ive . 
P e rhap s s o me of t h e m  n e e d  e labo rat ion to s how 
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why they a r e  p e c u l ia r ly app r o p r ia t e  t o  the o r ­

g anizat ional s ys t e m  und e r  which the y a r e  li s t e d .  

H ow eve r ,  s in c e the p u rp o s e  o f  the thr e e  lis t s  i s  

only t o  s how that s e qu e n c e it s e lf a ffe c t s  obj e c ­

t ive s ,  p e rhap s the m e r e  l i s t ing i s  enough . 

A t  this p o int the s h r e w d  t e a c h e r might 

w i s h  t o  s id e s t e p  the p r ob l e m  o f  making a c h o i� e ,  
and t ry t o  e ffe c t  a s ynthe s i s  o f  the m .  While 

thi s might s e e m  t o  b e  the way o f  t aking advan ­

tag e of the b e s t  in e a c h  s che m e , the c h o i c e 

c annot b e  thu s e va d e d . If one d e c id e s , fo r ex ­

amp l e , t o  a r ran g e  mat e r ia l  u nd e r  thematic 

head in g s ,  but then w ithin the unit t o  a r r ang e 

s e le c tions in c h r onolo g i c a l  o r d e r ( e .  g . , a unit 

c a ll e d  " T h e  E volution o f  the Idea of F r e e d o m" ) ,  

one make s imp o s s ib l e  the u s e  o f  any p s ycho ­

log i c a l  p r in c ip l e  f o r  d e t e r mining what s e l e c t ion 

follow s whic h . It i s  thu s not a r e a l  s ynthe s i s ,  

but a c ho i c e  o f  one ove r the othe r ,  b e c au s e s e ­

qu e n c e w ithin the unit a s  w e ll a s  the lab e l  at the 
head of the unit mu s t  unit e t o  make it the matic 

or his t o r ic a l  in natu r e . 

ORG ANIZAT ION AN D C HR IS T IAN OBJ E C T IVES 

Made awa r e  o f  s om e  alte rnat ive s and the 
p lau s ib l e  c a s e f o r  e a c h ,  the C h r i s t ian t e a c h e r 
now mu s t  make his c ho i c e  by d i s c ov e r ing what 

d e e p e r  i s s u e s ,  if any, lie b e n e ath the s u r fa c e  

o f  e a c h  a lt e rnative . And unle s s  h e  i s  w illing t o  

s e t t l e  t h e  qu e s t ion on s u c h  p r a c t i c a l  g r ound s a s  

the p r e fe r e nc e s  o f  s tu d e nt s , the e a s e o f  t e s t ing , 
o r  what othe r s cho o l s  a r e  d o ing , then he mu s t  
s e e k fo r  s om e thing in h i s  C h r i s t ian c o mmitment 

that w ill a s s i s t  him in his c hoic e . He mu s t ,  t o  
p u t  i t  b r i e fl y ,  philo s ophiz e about this e d u c a ­
t ional qu e s t ion . 

It ha s a lw a y s  b e e n  t h e  c on t e nt i on of C h r i s ­

tian e d u c at o r s  that t h e  obj e c t ive s of e du c at ion 

s hould be not only int e lle c tu a l  but m o r a l ,  tha t  

e du c ation s hould c h a lleng e a n d  chan g e  the h e a r t  

a n d  not s imp ly fu rni s h  a n d  f i l l  t h e  m ind , o r  

s imply t r a in in t e chniqu e . A c h i e ving a c o mmit ­

m e n t  t o  a C h r i s tian w a y  of life , and not j u s t 

c omp e t e n c e  in c o l le c t ing c on c e p t s i s  the p r i ­
m a r y  g oa l  o f  C h r i s t ian e du c a t ion , S c o r e s  o f  
c onvention s p e e c h e s and othe r p r omotional 

p i e c e s  atte s t  to this e mpha s i s . 

T hi s  e du c at ional e mpha s i s h a s  b e e n  
g r ound e d  i n  m o r e  fundamental the olog i c a l  c on ­
c e pt s . T he i s m  ha s always p la c e d  a P e r s on a t  
t h e  h e a r t  of life , while o th e r  s y s t e m s  of thought 
have p la c e d  Id e a  or T hing in the c e nt e r ,  and 
have mad e maj o r  cu r r ic u lum d e c i s ions a c c o r d ­
in g l y . S c h o o l s  found e d  on C h r i s t ian p r in c ip l e s  
a r e  thu s s a id t o  have a G o d - c e nt e r e d  c u r r icu ­
lum ,  while othe r s  a r e  I d e a - c ent e r e d or T h ing ­
c ent e r e d . 

If it be a s ke d  why P e r s on ,  and it s e ffe c t  
o n  p e r s on ,  s hould b e  t h e  r e g u lat ive p r inc iple 
fo r all c u r r i c u lu m  ma king , it c ou ld b e  j u s t ifie d 
at t h e  m o s t  ba s ic ,  m e taphy s i c a l  leve l .  S om e  

phil o s ophie s ,  s u ch a s  mat e r ia li s m  find that 
r e ality i s  b a s ic ally matt e r ,  phys i c a l  entitie s ;  
othe r s ,  s u c h  a s  id e a l i s m and r e a li s m ,  find the 
c ommon d e n om inat o r  to be id e a ,  e s s e nc e ,  o r  
law , i . e . , non - p h y s i c a l  entitie s .  T h e s e  a lt e r-
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native s w e r e  a l r e a d y  p r e s ent in G r e e k  and R o ­
man c u ltu r e ,  but C h r ist ianity p r e s e nt e d  a thi r d  
a l t e rnative . W h e n  S t . Paul c a m e  to Athens and 
s p oke t o  the philo s ophe r s ,  he c a m e  w ith a -d o c ­
t r ine of b e ing that w a s  s o  s t r an g e  to them that 
it w a s , w e  a r e  t o ld , fo o l i s hn e s s  to t h e  G r e e ks 
and c onfound e d  the w i s e .  T hi s  w a s  b e c au s e  he 
p r o c la im e d  a m e taphy s i c o f  P e r s on and c on ­

c e pt o f  t ruth in which r e a l ity and man ' s  r e la ­
t i o n s hip t o  it i s  d e fin e d  not s o  m u c h  a s  kno w ing 

id e a s , o r  e v e n  kn ow ing that s o m e  id e a  e x i s t s , 
but a s  kno w ing a P e r s on and " w alking in the 

t r uth" . J e s u s  w a s  d e c la r ing t h i s  w h e n  h e  s a id : 
" I  am the w a y ,  the t ruth,  and t h e  life . "  

If  it c an s u c c e s s fu lly b e  a r g u e d  that the s e  
a r e  r e a l ,  and not m e r e ly v e r b a l ,  d iffe r e nc e s  
b e t w e en C h r i s t ian the o l o g y  and oth e r  non - th e ­
i s t i c  out looks , and if it c an be a r gu e d  that the s e  
r e a l  d iffe r en c e s  s hould a ffe c t  e du c at ional e m ­
pha s e s ,  then w e  a r e  r e a d y  t o  apply ou r t h e o l o g y  
t o  ou r s p e c ific e du c a t ional qu e s t ion . Lite r ­
a tu r e  t e a c h e r s  n e e d  t o  a s k  w h i c h  of the alte r ­
native o r g an i z a t ions mo s t  e ffe c t iv e l y  w ould 
r e a c h  the h e a r t  o f  t h e  s tu d e n t ,  w ould c onfr ont 

him m o s t  d r amat i c a lly w ith that w h i c h  w ill e n ­
g a g e  h i s  m ind , w i l l ,  and e m o t i o n s . It mu s t  b e  
the kind o f  o r ganiz ation w h i c h  w ill make the 
l e a r n e r  not only � and unde r s tand opp o s ing 
outlooks on man , e v i l ,  e t c . , but a l s o fe e l  p e r ­
s onally the tug o f  opp o s ing ba s i c outlooks . It i s  
o u t  o f  t h i s  enc ount e r  that p e r s onality i s  s hap e d  
and the h e a r t  i s  c hang e d .  

G iven the a l t e rnativ e s s t a t e d  e a r lie r ,  one 
c an note that r e g a r d l e s s  of the o r g an i z a t ional 
s c he me , each p i e c e  of lit e ratu r e  ha s ,  all  by it ­
s e lf, _::o rn e  p ow e r  t o  eng a g e  the h e a r t . B e c au s e  
l it e r atu r e  inevitably d e a l s  w it h  p e o p l e  in a c tion,  
the r e  i s  s o m e  c a ptur ing of the e motions , s o me 
s w a ying of the w ill iiwolv e d  when r e a d ing it . 
N o t  e v e n  the d e ad lie s t  nit - p ic ke r t e a c h e r c an 
r e du c e all lit e ratu r e  to examp l e s of t h i s  o r  that 
t e c hniqu e ,  or this or that hi s t o r i c a l  phenome ­
non . 

T HE C A S E  F OR THE T HE MA T IC 

T h e r e a l  qu e s t ion i s  the follow ing : W h i c h  
of the s e  o r g an i z a t i o n s  it s e lf make s t h e  v i t a l  
h e a r t - c onta c t  c e nt r a l  in s t e a d  of p e r iph e r a l ,  d i ­
r e c t and p e r s i s t e nt in s t e a d  o f  a c c id e ntal and 
c o inc idental ? W h i c h  of t h e m  m o s t  p e r s i s t e nt ly 
u s e s  p e r s on a s  it s p o int of r e fe r enc e ?  T h e an ­
s w e r  i s , I b e lieve , the t h e ma t i c  a r r ang e m e nt . 
And this is in pa r t  b e c au s e the type of r e lation ­
s hip s c on s  i s  t e ntl y taug ht in the oth e r  two o r -

g an i z a t ions n e g l e c t  the p e r s on d imen s ion, the 
h e a r t  d i m e n s ion . 

T he p r im a r y  r e lat ions hip s that a r e  c on ­
s i s t e ntly s t r e s s e d in the c h r on o lo g i c a l  a r rang e ­
m e nt , f o r  examp l e , a r e  tho s e  that ex i s t  b e t w e e n  
t h e  p ie c e  of l it e ratu r e  a n d  1)  the p e r s onal life 
and id e o log y of the w r it e r ,  2) the s o c io - c u l ­
t u r a l  m i li e u ,  a n d  3)  t h e  r e lig i o - philo s oph i c a l  
a l l e g ian c e s  of t h a t  t i m e . Oth e r r e lation s h i p s  
can b e  d r awn, b u t  a r e  e ith e r  p e r iph e r al t o  o r  
d i s ruptive o f  the s e  p r im a r y  c on c e r n s . T he 
l e a rn e r ' s  p s yc h e  ( h e a r t )  c an be d r awn s ignifi ­
c antly int o the s e  r e lation s hip s only if he c an 
" l ive int o" the h i s t o r ic a l  e p o c h ,  and ident ify 
p e r s onally w ith e a c h  of this whole c omplex of 
r e la t i on s hip s . T hi s  is a feat not s o  mu c h  im ­
p o s s ib l e  a s  imp r obable of a c h i e v e m ent in one 
c la s s  p e r i od a day . 

In the g e n r e  app r oa c h ,  the maj o r  r e la ­
t i o n s h ip s  examined a r e  t ho s e that foc u s  o n  the 
s t ru c tu r e  of the p i e c e  it s e lf :  the unity of the 
e le m e nt s , like mood , s e tt ing , theme , tone , 
imag e r y ,  and rhythm . T h e  c h i e f  r e lation s h ip s  

a r e  tho s e  w ithin the p o e m  o r  p ie c e  it s e lf,  w ith 
all  othe r c onne c t ions p e r iphe r a l . W hile the 
l e a rne r may b e  d r awn int o p o e m  and it s m e an ­
ing s thr ough the e le m ent s o f  s t yle , the o r gan ­
i z ational p r in c iple d o e s  no;· e n c ou r ag e it , T h e  
a e s th e t i c exp e r i enc e c a n ,  fo r t h e  mom e nt , s o  
w e d  f o r m  and c ontent that t h e y  a r e one , but to ­
m o r r ow the r e  is anothe r p i e c e  of s imila r c ra ft ,  
but a qu ite diffe r ent fo c u s  in the c ont ent . L o s s 
of c ont inu ity in the c ontent r e s u lt s ine v itably in 
l o s s of c ontinuity in the p e r s onal - involvem ent 
d i m e n s ion . 

In the the matic app r oa c h ,  the unive r s al 
hu man exp e r i enc e whic h i s  c on s is t ently the 
fo c a l  p o int p r ovid e s  the c ontinuous p o int of c on ­
n e c t ion b e t w e en the l it e ratu r e  and the l e a r n e r ' s  
own c on s c iou s ne s s . W h e n  d iffe r e nt s e le c t ions 
g ive d i ffe r ent s lant s on the s a me the m e ,  the 
l e a rne r mu s t  c h o o s e  which way he s hall allow 
h im s e lf t o  b e  pulle d ,  thu s eng a g ing h i s  whole 
e g o .  A ll othe r r e lation s hip s  that a r e  taught b e ­
c o m e  in s t rumental to a c h i e ving this p e r s onal 
involv e m e nt . Out of this  enc ount e r w ith p e r s on 
i s  t o  a r i s e the enc ount e r  w ith P e r s on .  If ou r 
e du c a tion i s  t o  be G o d - c e nt e r e d  e a c h  s ubj e c t  
mu s t  m a k e  it s o w n  p e culia r  c o nt r ibut ion, and 
the t h e m a t i c  a r r ang e m e nt w ould s e e m  to do it 
b e s t .  

SA M P L E  O F  A T H E MA T IC U N IT 

If the the mat ic a r r ang e m ent i s  to achieve 
the d e s i r e d  obj e c t ive of t h i s  enc ounte r w ith 
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p e r s on ,  if it i s  to chang e the h e a r t  and not j u s t 
add to the fu r n itu r e  of the m ind , the unit s of in ­
s t ru c tion mu s t  b e  c a r e fully bu ilt . Many an ­
tholo g ie s c ontain thematic unit s w ith s e l e c t ions 
s o  lo o s e ly r e lat e d  that the unit exh ib it s  ne ithe r 
int e lle c tu a l  bite n o r  a fo c u s  on a unive r s al hu ­
man exp e r i e n c e  ( e .  g . , the m e s like " T hi s  is A ­
m e r ic a "  o r  " T r e a s u r e s  F r o m  Ou r H e r ita g e " ) . 
T he y  a r e  exampl e s of c at c hy g immic kry rathe r 
than c o mmitment to a p e d ag o g y . T he follow ing 
i s  an a t t e mpt to s ke t c h  the outline of a d e fe n ­
s ib l e  thematic unit . While it w ill b y  no m e a n s  
b e  t e achable a s  i s , it c onta in s  both s ug g e s t e d  
c ont e nt and s e qu e n c e . 

T he the m e  is " T he Many Fa c e s  of W a r . " 
T he c ontent i s  s e l e c t e d  f r o m  tho s e  available in 
B oo k  T h r e e ,  P ilot S e r i e s ,  publi s h e d  by the 
Nat iona l  U nion of C h r i s t ian S c h o o l s  in 1 96 4 ,  
and d e s i g n e d  fo r u s e  i n  t h e  ninth g r a d e . T h e  
unive r s a l human exp e r i enc e i s  that o f  c onfl ic t ,  
m o r e  p a r t i cu l a r l y  the kind o f  c onfl i c t  r e s ult ing 
in v i o l e nc e b e tw e en g r oup s . App r o p r i a t e  fo r 

inc lu s ion i s  any s e l e c t i on in w h i c h  the c ha r ­

a c t e r s - - u r  w r it e r  him s e lf - - exhibit a s tanc e t o ­
w a r d  w a r :  why w e  hav e  it , what it d o e s t o  

p e ople , h o w  t h e y  fe e l  about it , e t c . T he s e ­

qu e n c e i s  f r o m  tho s e  g l o r ifying w a r ,  s t r e s s ing 

the h e r o i s m ,  e x c it e m e n t ,  and c o u r a g e ,  t o  tho s e  
that d e p l o r e  w a r ,  s t r e s s ing it s ho r r o r ,  d e g ra ­

dation,  and mi s e r y .  B e tw e en the s e  t w o  ex ­
t r e me s a r e  tho s e  which e qu iv o c a t e  o r  r e fl e c t  
a mb i g u o u s  r e a c t ions t o  w a r . 

U s in g  mat e r ia l  fr o m  Pilot S e r i e s ,  B o o k  
T h r e e ,  one might s e l e c t  the follow ing t o  c o m e  
fir s t :  

1 )  " T h e  D e s t ru c t ion o f  S e nnache r ib "  b y  
L o r y  B y r on 

2) " T he C ha r g e  of the L i g ht B r ig a d e "  by 
T e nny s on 

3) " Duty,  Hol}.o r ,  and C ount ry" by G en .  
Mac A r thu r . 

All of the s e  s t r e s s  the g lo r y  o f  w a r, , an d in 

s om e  fa s h ion le ave the imp r e s s i on of a d m i r ­

a t i on fo r tho s e  who fight . N ext m ight c o m e : 

1 )  " T he W h i s tle B low s "  by E rn i e  Pyle 
2 )  " T h e  Battle of the A nt s "  b y  H e n r y  

T ho r e au .  

B o th o f  the s e  t e n d  t o  r e fle c t  the ambiguity of 
man 1 s attitud e t o w a r d  w a r , o r  a neut r a l ,  fa c ­
tua l . s t anc e on the p a r t  of the w r ite r .  F inally : 

1 )  " 1  D i e  at Dawn" by Ke e s  X.  
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unab a s h e dly p o r t r a y s  the n e g at i v e . s id e  o f  w a r ,  

and s t r e s s e s  only s u ffe r ing , inj u s t ic e ,  and 

c ru e lt y . S h o r t  p o e m s  or e s s ay s  c ould e a s ily b e  

r e p r o du c e d  t o  lengthen the t o t a l  l i s t  o r  t o  bal ­
anc e  the e mpha s e s . 

T h e  s e qu e n c e he r e  d e p ic t e d  c ould b e  r e ­

v e r s e d ,  w ith tho s e  that s how the g l o -ry o f  w a r  

p l a c e d  at t h e  end . Should t h e  t e a c h e r w i s h  t o  

highlight the ambiguity o f  man ' s  ( pa r t i c u la r ly 
C h r i s t ian) fee l ing towa r d  it , the final s e le ct ions 
c ould be tho s e  he r e  d e p ic t e d  as b e ing in the 
m i d d l e . A l l  of the s e  are p o s s ible w ithin the 
c onc ept of a thematic unit . 

It s hould be a d d e d  that c o mmitment t o  
thi s s e qu e n c e  d o e s  n o t  r e qu i r e  t h e  e limination 
o f  attention t o  h i s t o r i c a l - c u ltu r a l  b a c kg r ound or 
t o  lit e r a r y  d e vic e s  in a g iv e n  s e le c t i on . It d o e s 
m e an that the y a r e  taught only a s  enc ount e r e d  
and a s  the y a r e  in s t rumental t o  und e r s tan d in g  
the c ontent of t h e  the m e . T h e y  b e c o m e  s ub ­
p o ints in the unit out l in e ,  n e v e r maj o r  h e a d ing s .  

SU M MA RY 

T h e the s i s ha s b e en advan c e d  that o r g an ­
lz lng lit e ratu r e  int o the matic unit s is s up e r io r  
t o  othe r fo r m s  on t h e  g r ound that i t  enable s 
t e a c he r s  m o r e  e ffe c t iv e l y  t o  a c h i e v e  tho s e ma ­
j o r  g oa l s  of C h r i stian e du c at ion t o  which the y 
a r e  c ommitt e d  b e c au s e  of the i r  the olo g y .  An 
example ha s b e e n  inc lud e d  t o  s ho w  that not all 
thematic antho l o g i e s w ould exhibit the p o s ition 
take n he r e . 

---- ------------.lfl 

Photo by H. Lambert 



SOC I A L  

S C I E N C ES 

D epartme nt e ditor, 
He rm B e ukema 

COMMUN ISM 
AND THE CLASSROOM 

- - Fre de r i c k  N o h f* 

A ft e r  d e a ling w ith b r oad c onvi c t ions and 
c o nc e rn s  in a p r evious  a r t i c le·, we t u r n  now t o  
t h e  que s t ion :  H o w  c a n  t h e  C h r i s t ian e l e me n ­
t a r y  s c hool  t e a che r h e lp pupils  t o  explo r e  C o m ­
muni s m ?  B e fo r e  ans w e r ing t h i s , thr e e  cau ­
t ions  n e e d  to b e  u r g e d ,  

F i r s t ,  the t e ache r mu s t  know what the 
1 s s u e  i s  all  about . T o  t e a c h  from a s matte r ing 
of fa c t s  s et in a hig hly e motional  ba s e  i s  t o  d o  
the pup il ,  t h e  c hu r ch and the nation a d i s s e r ­
vic e . Like the i c e b e r g ,  the one - e ighth that 
s how s mu s t  have a s o lid s e ven - e ig hths  unde r ­
ne ath . 

T he t e a che r mu s t  a l s o r e m e mb e r  that t.he 
C hr is t ian s c hool  d o e s not  ex i s t  t o  t r a in ant i ­
C om mun i s t c a d r e s .  I t s  f ir s t  pu r p o s e  i s  t o  h e lp 
c hu r ch and home nu r tu r e  a g e ne r at ion that s e t s  
i t s  hope in G od and that i s  e qu ip p e d  t o  b e  a l e a -

* M R , N o r� L. E D I T O R  oF LuT;; E RAN S C H O O L  M A-

T E R I A L S ,  H E R E  C O M P LET E S  H I S  D I S C U S S I ON OF C O M M U N I S M  

B E G U N  I N  T H E  F E B R U ARY 1 96 6  I SS U E  OF T H E  CH R I S T I AN 

E o u C AT O R S  J ou R N A L ,  

ven and a w itne s s  in all  i t s  r e lations to the 
w o r ld . All  t e a ching , including that about C o m ­
muni s m , mu s t  take it s pla c e  w ithin this  frame ­
w o r k .  

T hi s  s u g g e s t s  that t h e  t e a c h e r avo id  in ­
t r od u c ing a p r o g r am that i s  ba s i c a lly one of a nt i ­
c ommun i s t in d o c t r inat ion,  which s tate s all  c on ­
t r a s t s  in bla c k - and - w hite t e r m s , and which 
typ i c a lly c ompa r e s  d e mo c r atic  p r inc iple s w ith 
c ommuni s t  p r a c t ic e s . A m o r e  d e fens ible app ­
r oa c h  i s  one which s t r e s s e s  the obj e c t ive s tudy,  
c o mp a r i s on ,  and e valuation of  c ommun i s t  and 
non - c om muni s t  h i s t o r y ,  b e l i e f s , and p r a c t ic e s . 
T hi s  app r o a c h  i s  the one outlin e d  in T e aching 
About C om muni s m :  G u i d e line s fo r Junior  and 
S e n i o r  H ig h  S c hool  T e a c he r s ,  publi s h e d  in 1 9 6 2  
b y  the Ame r i c an L e g ion in c o ope r ation with the 
N a t i onal E du c at i on A s s o c iat ion ( available f r om 
the Ame r i c an L e g ion,  P .  0 .  B ox 1055, Ind iana ­
poli s , Ind . 4 2 606, 50 c e nts . )  

F inally,  the t e a c he r  mu s t  r e c ogniz e that 
any t r e at m e nt of  C om muni s m  on the e lemen ­
t a r y  level  can be only that -- e le m e nt a r y .  " T he 
highly c ha r g e d  w o r d s  of the cultu r e - - ' d e mo ­
c r a c y , ' ' C ommuni s m ,  1 ' love , ' ' p r e j u d i c e ' ,  and 
s o  f o r t h - - c annot be s e r i ou s ly analyz ed  1n 
s c ho o l . " 1 E ve n  the ale rt  e ighth g r ade r is  g o ing 
to have mu c h  to  l e a r n - - and unle a r n - - c on c e rning 
C o mmuni s m  in the y e a r s ahe a d . 

But  that s o mething c a n  be  d one ( o r  at 
le a s t  be gun) g o e s  almo s t  wit hout s a ying . T he 
mo s t  imp o r tant vehic le s f o r  explo r in g  C om ­
muni s m  a r e  the r e lig ion and s o c ial  s tudie s c u r ­
r iculum s . T he way the s e  c u r r ic ulum s can be 
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u s e d  at the s e ve r a l  s c h o o l  le v e l s  i s  the next 
t o p i c . 

KIN D E RG A R T EN AN D PRIMARY G RA D E S  

T he kind e r g a r t e n  and p r im a r y  g r ad e s  of ­
fe r litt le r e a l  oppo rtunity fo r d i r e c t  o r  in d i r ­
e c t  in s t ru c t i on about C o m muni s m .  T hough a 
c h ild may o c c a s ionally a s k  a T V  - in s p i r e d  qu e s ­
t i on about Rus s ia o r  C hina o r  about the la t e s t  
bomb t e s t ,  
the five t o  
ins t r u c t ion . 
the t e a c he r 

the natu r e  and exp e r i e n c e  leve l o f  
e ight ye a r  - o ld p r ohibit s ig n ific ant 
P r obably the g r e a t e s t  c ont r ibu t i o n  
can make a t  t h i s  le v e l  i s  t o  d o  t h e  

b e s t  po s s ible j o b  w ith the p r e s e nt r e lig i on and 
s o c ia l  s tu d i e s c ou r s e s ,  s e e king always to build 
in s i g ht s ,  att itud e s ,  and w a y s  of l iving t hat w i ll 
s e rve the pup il w e ll in the ye a r s  t o  c o me . A ­

m ong the s e ,  the following a r e  of p a r t i c u l a r  im ­

p o rtanc e ,  not only f o r  the lat e r c onfr ontat ion 
w ith C ommuni s m ,  but a l s o w ith human i s m ,  
s c i e nt i s m ,  and othe r s e c u la r  fa it h s : 

l )  G o d is r e a l ;  the s p i r it u a l  w o r ld is a s  

r e a l  a s  the mate r ial . 

2) Man , c r e a t e d  and r e d e e m e d  by G od ,  
ha s a n  inhe r e nt d i gnity and w o r t h .  

3) Man ' s pu r p o s e  i n  life i s  t o  g l o r ify h i s  
C r e at o r ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by 
d o ing good t o  all men, w h o e v e r and 
whe r e ve r  the y may b e , 

4) Man w a s  b o r n  t o  live in c o m munity ; he 
c annot live a l one and s t ill  be a m an . 
Int e r d e p e n d e n c y  i s  a fa c t  of life . 

5 )  Man ' s natu r a l  t e n d e n c y  i s  t o  r e b e l  a ­
g a in s t  G o d and t o  abu s e  G od ' s  c r e ­
a t i on . T h i s  c o mp e l s  the C h r i s tian t o  
s e lf - d i s c ip l ine , t o  fo r g ivene s s ,  t o  
s ome t im e s  cho o s ing b e tw e e n  the le s s e r 
of t w o  e v i l s , and not inf r e qu e nt !  y t o  
c r o s s - b e a r ing . 

6) Man ha s an e t e rnal d e s t iny and i s  ul ­
timately a c c ount able t o  G od .  

7) G od s t ill rule s H i s  c r e a t i o n ,  having 
made C h r i s t  the L o r d  of the unive r s e . 
T he man w h o m  G od ha s c a lle d int o H i s  
king d o m  ha s nothing t o  f e a r ;  " in e v e r y ­
thing G od w o r k s  fo r g o od w ith tho s e  
who love H im , 1 1 ( R o m . 8 : 2 8 ) 

IN T E R ME D IA T E  G RADES 

T e a c h e r s  in the int e r m e d ia t e  g r a d e s w i ll 
f i r s t  s e e k  to s t r e ng t h e n  and to a d d  to the foun ­
dations la id in the p r imary g r a d e s ,  w ithout 

p a r t i c u la r  r e fe r e nc e t o  C o mmuni s m ,  At the 

s a m e  t im e , s om e  inc id ental t e a c h ing about 

C o mmuni s m  is p o s s ible . · F o r  examp l e , m i s ­

s ion s tu d i e s c a n  ind i c a t e  the in r oad s of C om ­

muni s m  ( w ithout , how e v e r ,  making fe a r  o f  

C o mmuni s m  the m o t ive f o r  m i s s ion w o r k) . 

T he r e lig i on le s s on s  t r e at in g  the F i r s t  C o m ­

man d m e nt c a n  b e  illu s t r a t e d  b y  not ing the man ­

m a d e  g o d s  of the C o mmun i s t c r e e d ,  a c r e e d  

w h i c h  ha s b e e n  p h r a s e d  t h i s  w a y :  

I b e l i e v e  i n  man - - the almight y - - c r e at o r  of 

all w o r k s , and in t e c hno log y - - w hich rule s 

ove r all - - b e g ot t e n  iU: the human mind - ­

b o r n  o f  s c ie nc e - - s u ffe r e d  und e r  ba c k ­

w a r dne s s - - r e s u r r e c t e d  i n  ou r t i m e - ­

r a i s e d  t o  the highe s t  value - - s o  that it w i l l  

one day j u d g e  the living and the d e a d  

p e op le s . 

I b e l i e v e  in the g o od s p i r it in man - - in the 

ruling c la s s ,  the c ommunion of men of 

g o od w ill - - in a b e t t e r life - - in a g lo r iou s 

futu r e ,  and in the p e r manenc e of matt e r . 2 

S o c ia l  s tu d i e s le s s on s  a l s o a ffo r d  opp o r ­
tunit i e s  fo r inc id ental ins t ru c t i on . T he w e e kly 
c u r r ent e v e nt s  p ap e r c a n  be a s t a r t ing p o int fo r 

p r ofitab l e  t e a c hing in all g r a d e s . A g a in ,  a s  the 

fifth g r a d e r t r a c e s  the d e v e lopment of h i s  na ­

t i o n ,  d iffe r e nc e s  b e tw e e n  g ove r n m e nt in a d e m ­
o c r a c y  and i n  a C ommuni s t  s t a t e  c a n  b e  p o int e d  
out . T he n ,  t o o ,  a s  the s ixth g r a d e  g e o g raphe r 
j ou r n e y s  a c r o s s the c ontinent s ,  s p e c ia l  att e n ­
t i o n  c a n  b e  g iven t o  the life and t i m e s of C o m ­
mun i s t  - c ont r o lle d a r e a s . 

U P P E R  G RADES 

T h e upp e r - g r a d e  t e a c h e r ,  know ing that 

for many c h i ld r e n  the ye a r s  of int e n s ive C h r i s ­
tian e d u c at ion w i ll s o on be ove r ,  w i l l  s e e k  t o  

int e n s ify t h e  d e ve lopment of C h r i s t ian in s ig ht s  

and c onvi c t ion s . Whe r e  app r o p r i at e , he w il l ,  
l i k e  the m i d d l e  - g r a d e s t e a c h e r ,  a l s o take time 
t o  make inc i d e nt a l  r e fe r e nc e t o  C o mmun i s m ,  

H o w e v e r ,  h e  ne e d  not s t op w ith in c id e ntal t e a c h ­
ing , f o r  many of h i s  pup i l s  a r e  now c apable of 
hand l ing d i r e c t ,  e l e m e nt a r y  in s t r u c t ion about 
the C ommuni s t  move ment . 

U nf o r tunat e l y ,  the C h r is t ian s c h o o l  t e a c h ­
e r  inte r e s t e d  in s c heduling , s ay ,  a th r e e - t o  
s ix - w e e k  unit o n  C ommun i s m ha s almo s t  n o  
g r ad e d  r e s ou r c e s  w r it t e n  f r o m  a C h r i s t ian 
v i e w p o int t o  d r aw on. T hi s  c omp e l s  him to u s e  
mate r ia l s  having a s e c ular o r i e ntation, ad apt ­
ing and s upple m e nt in g  them whe r e  ne c e s s a ry . 
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T hough s u c h  modifications a r e  s e ld o m  e a s y  t o  
make , they a r e  p o s s ib le . 

' 
T he t e a c he r may b e g in h i s  s e a r c h  for c u r -

r e nt mate r ials  by exa mining h i s  s oc ial  s tu d i e s 
text s ,  e s p e c ially h i s  c ivic s text s . Some may 
c ontain one or mo r e  chapte r s  t r e at ing a s p e c t s  
of  t h e  C ommuni s t  que s t ion . If s o , the s e  c ould 
b e  m a r k e d  a s  " mu s t "  c hapte r s ,  w ith s p e c ia l  
att ention b e ing g iven t o  expanding t h e  s tudy by 
u s ing s ome of the mat e r ials  l is t e d  be low . 

If the available t ext s p r ovid e no s olid 
c o r e  of  info r mation,  one of the follow ing s p e ­
c ial  t ext s may be c ons id e r e d �  

E dna McC aull B ohlman, D e mo c r a c y  and 
I ts  C omp e t ito r s  ( C o lumbu s , 
E .  Me r r ill B ooks , Inc . , 
$ 1 .  2 8 ,  c loth, $ 2 . 2 0 . 

Ohio : C ha r le s 
1 9 6 2 ) , pape r ,  

S c hle s ing and B lu s tain,  C o mmuni s m : 
What It I s  and How It W o r k s  ( N e w  Y o r k: 
T he Mac millan C o . , 1 9 6 3 ) ,  $ 1 .  7 2 . 

W hat Y ou Should Know About C ommunis m 
and W hy ,  E d it ion I ,  G ra d e s  6 - 9  ( N e w  
Y o rk :  S c hola s tic  Magaz ine s ,  Inc . , 1 9 64) , 
5 0  c e nt s . A s e t of e ight  c o r r e late d c olor  
films t r ip s , C ommuni s m :  W hat you Should 
Know About It and W hy ,  i s  available from 
McG r aw -Hill T ext Film s , New Y o rk,  
$ 4 8 . 5 0  the  s e t ,  $ 6 ,  7 5  e a c h . 

A FINA L U RG EN T  W ORD 

C ommuni s m  ha s s om e t ime s b e e n  c alled a 
C h r i s tian he r e s y .  W ith this  in mind , Bende r ­
lite r � in ind s u s  that : 

the c hu r c h  mu s t  p r o c laim it s faith in 
G od ' s  s av ing g ra c e  a s  a r e volutiona ry 
fo r c e  in  hi s t o r y .  In thi s r e s p e c t  C o mmun ­
i s m ,  the he r e tic , i s  oft e n  t r u e r t o  it s ta s k  
than the C h r i s tian fa ith f r o m  which C om ­
munis m b o r r ow s  it s u r g e n c y .  C ommuni s m  
p r o c laims the end in r ing ing tone s and 
c alls youth t o  the ta s k .  T he fa c t  that the 
chu r c h  s e e s  i ts  goal  beyond h i s t o r y  rathe r 
than w ithin h i s t o r y  all  too  oft e n  c au s e s  
the c hu r c h  t o  los e it s u r g e nc y .  3 

C e rtainly p a r t  of eve r y  C hr i s t ian teach ­
e r ' s  c alling i s  to r e mind the c hu r c h - - and p a r ­
ticularly the youth who al s o  a r e  the chur c h - ­
that the hou r i s  late . T he w o r ld that w a it s  to  
be  w on for its Lo r d  c annot w a it unt il  tomo r r ow .  

In ou r day one of the chu r c h ' s ene mi e s  has o ­
pe nly laid his  c a r d s  on the table . T hu s  the u r ­
g e nc y fo r the chu r c h  to find i t s e lf ,  to take a 
m e a s u r e  of the e n e my,  and then to  p lung e into 

its w o r k  b e c ome s even g r e at e r .  For the s t i ­

mulation of thi s kind o f  u r g e nc y  the C h r i s tian 

e l e menta r y  s c hool t e a ch e r  . find s hims e lf in a 

highly s t r at e g i c  p o s ition . 

1
Ma r t in Maye r ,  T he S chools  (New Y o r k:  

Harpe r and Row , 1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  3 4 9 . 

2 F r om an E a s t  G e rman New s pap e r ,  a s  
r e p o r t e d  in T he Luthe ran W itne s s ,  8 0  ( Oc t ob e r  
3 1 ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p

-
. 24 .  

3Rachel  Hend e r l it e ,  F o r g ive ne s s  and 
Hop e :  T ow a r d  a T h e o logy for · P r ote s tant C h r i s ­
t ian E du c at ion ( R i c hmond , Va . : John Knox 
P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  1 1 0 .  

RECOMMENDED: 
INTRAMURALS FOR ALL 

- - Pete r D uy st* 

In the Fall  of 1 9 6 3 ,  the G rand Rap id s  
C h r i s tian junior  high s chools  inaugurated  a new 
athlet ic  p r og ram . For lac k  of an offic ial t itle , 
w e ' ll c a ll it the Int ramu ra l -Inte r s c hola s t ic  P r o ­
g ra m .  

F o r  s ome time w e  had ob s e rved  c e rtain 
inad e qua c i e s in ou r old p r o g ram,  mainly, that 
the p r o g ram w a s  g e a r e d  fo r p a r tic ipation by 
only the fe w highly s kille d . At the u r g ing of  the 
Ad mini s t rat o r s  1 C ounc il ,  the athle t ic  league 
c o mp o s e d  of  r e p r e s entative s from C r e s t on,  
Mayfi e ld ,  S e ymou r ,  Oakdale , S outhw e s t ,  Syl ­
van, and W e s t s id e  appo int e d  a c ommitt e e  to 
work out a new p r o g r a m .  It w a s  adopted  in the 
S p r ing of  1 9 6 3 ,  and w e nt into e ffe c t  w ith the 
s chool year 1 9 6 3 - 6 4 .  

B a s ic ally, the new p r o g r a m  allow e d  t ime 
fo r mo r e  int r a  mu rals . In s e ve ral  s chools , the 
p r im e  afte r - s chool t ime was u s e d  s p e c ifically 

* P
1
ET E R  D uysT, A . B . ,  CA LV I N  CoL L E G E ,  M .A .  

U N I V E R S I TY OF M I CH I GAN , I S  A S O C I A L  ST U D I ES AN D PHY­

S I C AL EDUCAT I ON T EACH E R  AT S E 'W' M O:.J R  CH R I ST I AN ScHOOL 

I N  GRAN D RAP I D S ,  M I CHI GAN , 
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and exclus ive ly fo r t e a n< p r a c t ic e . Int ra  mu r a l s  
i n  mo s t  s c hools  w e r e  r e l e g at e d  t o  a s ho r t  noon ­
hou r ,  o r  p e rhap s , none a t  all . T o  d o  thi s , the 
s po r t  s e a s on s  w e r e  s h o r t e n e d .  F o r  examp l e , 
in s t e ad of s ix flag - football game s ,  fou r w e r e  
p laye d .  A t  the s am e  t im e ,  w e  fe lt the n e e d  t o  
a c qua int o u r  s tu d e nt s  w ith mo r e  s p o r t s  f o r  play ­
ing exp e r ie nc e .  W e  int r od u c e d  s oc c e r  in the 
fall  of  the y e a r  for  both boys and g i r l s . V olley ­
ball  w a s  ad d e d  for boys  t o  fill  the  gap b e tw e e n  
the b a s ketball  and s oftball s e a s on s . 

A t  S e ymou r ,  the s p o r t  p r o g r a m  for boy s 
follow s this  p r o c e du r e , F o r  thr e e  w e e ks afte r  
s c hool  op e n s  in the fal l ,  the boys  play a r ound ­
robin int ramu r a l  s c he dule  of flag - footba l l .  
E a ch t e a m  p lays  five o r  s ix g a me s :  Fo llow ing 
tho s e  th r e e  w e e ks , a s c hool  t e a m  is c ho s e n  
which plays fou r g am e s  w ith othe r l e a g u e  me m ­
b e r s . ( S o m e  s chools  w ith long e r  noon - hou r s  
c o nt inue int ramu r a l s  d u r ing the int e r s chola s t ic  
s e a s on . ) A ft e r  football ,  we  p lay intramu r a l  
s o c c e r  for a c ouple w e e ks , d e p e n d ing u p o n  the 
w e athe r .  T h r e e  int e r s chola s t i c  s oc c e r  game s 
a r e  p laye d aft e r  a s c hool  s oc c e r  t e a m  i s  c ho s en .  

B y  the middle  of N ove mb e r ,  w e  have fin ­
i s h e d  our fa ll s p o r t s , and a r e  r e ad y  to  b e g in 
ba s ke tball . In our a r e a ,  b a s ketball  i s  the " king 
o f  s p o r t s , "  s o  we allow s ignific antly m o r e  t i m e  
fo r it . Ou r int r a mu ra l  s e a s on la s t s  fo r five o r  
s ix w e e k s . N ot unt il  C h r i s t mas  vacation d o  w e  
p i c k  ou r t e a m s  and not unti l  aft e r vac at ion d o  
w e  b e g in o u r  int e r s chola s t i c  s c he du l e . T hi s  
ha s s om e  d rawba c ks . S in c e  w e  b e g in o u r  b a s ­
ketball p r a c t i c e  mu c h  late r than othe r . a r e a  
s chools , w e  mu s t  turn d own offe r s  o f  s c r immag e s  
and e a r ly s e a s on p r a c t i c e game s .  B y  the t im e  
w e  have a t e am a n d  a r e  r e ad y  t o  p l a y ,  othe r 
s chool  t e a m s  ( out s id e  our league )  have r e a che d 
mid - s e a s on p r ofic iency and w e  u s ually have t o  
" take ou r lump s "  i n  p r a c t ic e  gam e s . Howeve r ,  
a s  our s e a s on i s  s h o r t e r ,  w e  r e a c h  p e a k  a t  o r  
n e a r  the e n d  o f  the s e a s on ,  which le s s e n s  the 
p o s s ibility of  having " end - of - the - s e a s on d o l ­
d rum s "  that s om e  t e ams exp e r ien c e . In b a s ­
ketba ll ,  w e  p la y  the s tate  - limit e d  quota o f  t e n  
g a me s .  

B e tw e e n  bas ketball  and s oftball ,  boys  play 
volleyball . Ou r boys have taken to  this  s po r t  
and have mad e  i t  into a vig o r ou s  int e r s chola s - · 
t i c  a c t ivit y .  T hr e e  w e e ks of int r a  mu r a l s  a r e  
follow e d  by thr e e  w e e ks ( four g a m e s )  of  int e r ­
s chool  c ompetition . 

S o ftball and t r a c k  follow the s ame p lan . 
Our inte r s chola s tic  t ra c k  p r og ra m  c on s i s t s  o f  

thr e e  t r iangular m e e t s  p lu s  a me e t  f o r  e a c h  
g r a d e  ( s e ve nth,  e ighth,  a n d  ninth) in j u n i o r  
high ,  which  w e  cal l  t h e  " A ll - C ity  �e e t . " 

T he g i r l s  1 athletic  p r o g r a m  at S e ymour 
i s  s im i l a r  t o  t h e  boys ' p r o g r a m ;  and in two 
s p o r t s  ( b a s ke'tball  and s oftball) i s  c ondu c t e d  in 
c onjunc t ion w ith the boys ' inte r s chola s tic  p r o ­
g ram . In a d d it ion ,  our g i r l s  p a r t i c ipate in s o c ­
c e r  and volle yball  1n the fall ,  and one t r a c k  
m e e t  i n  t h e  s p r ing . 

T hi s  n e w  Int ramu r a l - Int e r s chola s t i c  P r o ­
g ram w o r ke d  out s u c c e s s fully the fi r s t  two s e a ­
s ons i t  w a s  t r i e d . I t  i s  now be ing c ontinu e d  
du r ing this  s c hool  y e a r  of 1965-66. 

W ithout a d oubt , the new p r o g ram ha s e n ­
c ou r a g e d  mor e int ramu ra l s . F o r  s ome s c hools , 
it w a s  s o me thing ne w .  In othe r s ,  int ramurals  
w e r e  g iven new imp e tu s . At S e ymou r ,  int r a ­
mu rals  b e came the ba s i s f r o m  which the s c hool 
t e a m s  w e r e  c ho s e n .  E v e ryone was g iven an 
opp o r tunity to  p lay in int r a mu r a l  s p o rt s ,  r e ­
g a r d le s s  of his  d e g r e e  of s ki l l .  T ho s e who a r e  
m o r e  highly s killed mu s t  p lay w ith t h e  ave r a g e  
a n d  be low ave rag e . U s ually the y take t h e  lead . 
Oft e n  they h e lp the le s s e r able t o  a c h i e ve s o me 
d e g r e e  of  p r ofic ienc y .  It ha s p r ove d t o  be  g ood 
exp e r ie n c e for  them to a s s ume this  kind of lead ­
e r s h ip . 

W e  b e l ieve  that the r e  a r e  oth e r  b e ne fit s  
t o  b e  d e r ived  from ou r new p r o g r a m .  T he wide  
va r i e t y  of s p o r t s  that  we  p a r t i c ipat e in allow s 
our s tu d e n t s  to b r oa d e n  the i r  int e r e s t s . T he 
s chool  fa c ilit i e s and c o a ch ' s t ime a r e  u s e d  by 
all  the s t u d e nt s , not  just  a fe w who have out ­
s tanding athl e t i c  talent s . 

Int e r s chool  athle t i c s a r e  put in the i r  p r o ­
p e r  p la c e  fo r the junior high leve l .  I n  the p y ­
ramid - s hap e d  t r iang le that i s  s ometime s u s e d  
t o  d e s c r ib e  t��e total phy s ical  e du c ation p r o ­
g r am , int e r s chola s tic  s po r t s  a r e  at the peak,  
built upon the found ation of the r e qu i r e d  phy ­
s ic a l  e du c at ion p r o g r a m  and the middle - g round 
o f  the volunt a r y  int r amu r a l  p r og r a m . 

T o  b e  s u r e ,  this  n e w  p lan i s  not w ithout 
it s p r oble m s . S c h e d u ling is one of the m .  It  i s  
m o r e  d ifficult t o  s c hedule a limit ed  numbe r o f  
g a m e s than a r ound - r ob in s c he dule . It was  f e lt 
b y  s om e  that a l imit e d  s c hedule d e p r ive s the 
m o r e  highly s kille d of p r op e r deve lopment . 
S o m e  c oache s p r e fe r r e d  j: o  c onduct p r a c t i c e  
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s e s s ions w ith a fe w rathe r than ad mini s t e r  a 
c o mp r e h e n s ive int r a m u r a l  p r o g r a m . 

B u t  ob s ta c le s c an be ove r c o me . W e  b e ­
l i e ve that the r e s u lt s  aft e r  t w o  y e a r s  w a r r an t s  
a c ont inuat ion o f  the exp e r i ment . W e  r e c o m ­
mend it t o  othe r s c h o o l s . 

CHR IST IAN  
TEACH I NG Of 
S OC IAL S TUD IES 

--J ohanna Last* 

T e a c he r s  m a y  b e c o m e  a l l  ab s o r b e d  in 

ta s k  a s s ignment s  and ta s k  a c c o m p li s hm e nt s 1n 

the i r  r e s p e c t ive c la s s r o o m s . H o w e ve r ,  the r e  
a r e  t im e s  w h e n  the y t o o  a r e  in s p i r e d  t o  l o o k  a t  
a c e r t a in a r e a  of c u r r i c u lum a n d  a s k, " W he r e  
a m  I and the s tu d e nt s  g o ing ? "  W he n  I look a t  
the lar g e s t  o f  the t ext b o o k s  i n  the fifth g ra d e , 

w h i c h  you have g ue s s e d  is g e og raphy, then I t o o  
s o m e t im e s j o in my c ol l e a g u e s i n  s ig h s  and 
c o mp la int s s u c h  a s , " H ow d o e s  a t e a c h e r t e a c h  
a l l  that and h i s t o r y  b e s id e s ? "  T he r e s u lt may 
b e  that the t e a c h e r  s t r ive s the m o r e  to " c ove r 
mat e r ia l " . 

Y e s ,  the r e  is t o o  mu c h  t o  c ove r .  How ­
e ve r ,  b e fo r e  w e  e ve n  think about that P <\ r t  of it , 

the r e  i s  a fa r m o r e  p e n e t r at in g  qu e s t ion the 
C h r i s t ian int e r m e d iate t e a c h e r of g e o g r aphy 
and his t o r y  oug ht t o  b e  as ki�g h i m s e lf • .  It is 

not tne que s t io n ,  " H ow c an I c ov e r all  this ma ­

t e r ial ? " T h e  qu e s t ion that p r o d s  me on i s , 

" W hat is the highe s t  and loft ie s t  g oa l  I c an a s ­

p i r e  to in the t e a c hing of the s e  s ubj e c t ? "  P e r ­

hap s s o me one w ould p h r a s e  it d iffe r e ntly, but 

for me this g o a l  i s  t o  he lp the c h i l d  s e e  man in 

his p r o p e r  r e lat ions hip t o  G od .  T h e S c r iptu r e s 

r e ve a l  c l e a r ly that man ' s p la c e  on the e a rth i s  

unde r G od .  T hi s  m e an s , among othe r th ing s ,  

that ou r t e a c hing may n e v e r b e  man - c ente r e d . 

G od mu s t  be in the fo r e g r ound , G od mu s t  b e -

* J oH AN N A  LAs T ,  B . S .  W E S T E R N M I C H I GAN U N I V E R-

S I TY, H A S  T A U G H T  I N  S E V E RA L  CH R I ST I AN S C H OO L S  I N  

M I C H I GA N ,  AN D I S  P R E S E N T LY F I F T H  G RA D E  T EA C H E R  I N  

Cu T L E RV I L U. E ,  M I C H I GAN . 

c om e  g r e at in the live s of our c h i ld r e n  s o  that 

he and his fe llow man c an take the i r  p r ope r 

p la c e  und e r  G od .  

How d o  w e  hope t o  a c h i e v e  this ? T e ac h ­

e r s  a r e  individuals and you will  d o  this d iffe r ­

e ntly fr om y o u r  fe llow t e a c h e r .  It i s  s o me thing 

t o  w h i c h  we mu s t  fir s t  of all b e  s e n s itive . A ­

w a r e n e s s  of this fundament a l  t r uth is the fir s t  

s t e p  in t r an s m it t ing it . T h e  s e c ond thing i s  t o  

p r e p a r e  ou r le s s on s  with this a s  the main in ­

g r e d i ent and all the othe r ing r e d i ent s s u c h  a s  

factual d e ta i l s , voc abula r y  w o r d s , map c on ­

c e pt s ,  e t c . , all b l e nd e d  t o  g ive d i r e c t ion t o  the 

w h o l e . T hi s  r e qu i r e s  know l e d g e  of the S c r ip ­
tu r e s .  T he C h r i s t ian t e a c he r mu s t  know mu c h  
c o n c e rning w h a t  S c r iptu r e  s ay s  a b o u t  G od .  
Know le d g e  of G o d and w o rks i s  p a r am ount . T he 
S c r iptu r e  i s  our text for this knowle d g e .  T h e  
B ib l e  h a s  mu c h  t o  s ay a l s o c on c e rning t h e  r e ­
lat i o"n s hip of man t o  H i s  G o d . : T he S c r iptu r e s  
p r ov i d e  u s  w ith the thru s t ,  the p e rvading e m ­
pha s i s  o f  our t e a c hing , and f r o m  the r e  w e  p r o ­
c e e d  t o  he lp c h i ld r e n s e e  G o d for what He i s . 

In t i m e , c ons i s tent planning , t e a c hing , and 
p r a y ing with this one pu r p o s e  always b e f o r e  u s , 
c hild r e n  w ill not s e e  y o u ,  the t e a c h e r ,  s o  mu ch 
any mo r e ;  the y ;'�' i ll s e e G o d .  I s  the r e  g r e at e r 
mot ivat ion fo r a C h r i s t ian t e a c he r ?  I s  the r e  
g r e at e r  s e c u r ity anywhe r e  f o r  the c hild ? 

S o m e  of you may s a y ,  and r i ghtly s o , that 
this i s  s t ill only the o r iz ing . I f  we a r e  c onvinc e d  
that thi s i s  a w o r thy g oa l ,  then how d o e s one d o  
t h i s  and n o t  s e e m  piou s ( in t h e  w r ong s e n s e )  o r  
fana t i c , o r  one who t a c ks r e lig i on on to e v e ry ­
thing ? A g a in ,  thi s i s  a matt e r  of the ind ividual 
as w e ll as the g r a d e  lev e l .  In the fifth g ra d e , 
w e  b e g in ou r y e a r  in the s tu d y  of U n it e d  Stat e s 
g e og r aphy w ith the qu e s t ion,  " W hat do you think 
g e og raphy i s ? "  In the c ou r s e  of the d i s c u s s ion 
w e  fo r mulate a d e finit ion that w ill r e a d  s o me ­
thing like this , "G e og raphy is the s tudy of the 
g ift s which G od ha s g iven to p e op le in a c e r ­
t a in a r e a . It is a l s o a s tu d y  of how the p e ople 
u s e  the s e  g ift s . "  T h r oug hout the s tudy of the 
a r e a ,  we c o me b a c k  to this d e finit ion . We a s k  

qu e s tions a s  t o  what the s e  g ift s a r e . T he y may 

inc lu d e  s u c h  thing s as fe rt ile s o i l ,  leve l land·, 
w a t e r w a y s , s c enic b e au t y ,  harb o r s , s u itable 
c l imat e ,  e t c . T h e n  w e  look t o  s e e  what man 
has d one w ith the s e  g ift s . A lw a y s  the s tud ent 
is mindful that G o d fir s t  mu s t  g iv e ,  then man 
u s e s  and d e v e lop s what G od g ive s . I r e aliz e 
our d e finition d o e s  not g ive s t r e s s  t o  man ' s ad ­
j u s t m ent to h i s  envi r onment,  and the ways in 
w h i c h  man c hang e s  h i s  envir onment , but the s e  

w ill not b e  n e g l e c t e d . Ou r main obj e c t ive is t o  
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c r e a t e  an . e mpha s i s  which is not man c e nt e r e d ,  

but a n  e mpha s i s  which thr ou g h  the w o r k  o f  the 

H o ly S p i r it w i ll make this c h i ld s e n s e s o m e ­

thing of the g r e atn e s s ,  b e n e fi c e n c e ,  and g e n ­

e r o s ity of H i s  G od .  

T hi s  e mpha s i s  w i l l  make lit t l e  imp a c t  on 
the c on s c iou s ne s s  of the child if it is a now - and ­
then ins e r t i on in o u r  l e s s on p lanning . Ou r g oa l  
t o  m a k e  child r e n  s e e . G od mu s t  b e  inc o r p o r a t e d  
int o c la s s  d i s cu s s i o n ,  r e v i e w , t e s t ing , p r o ­
j e ct s ,  and e v e n  bul l e t in b o a r d s . 

In the unit t e s t  g iv e  the child oppo r tunity 
t o  w r it e  d own the r e lations hip s h e  s e n s e s  b e ­
tw e e n  the w o r k  which the p e op l e  d o  in a p a r t i ­
c u la r a r e a ,  and what G o d has g iven t o th e m .  
L e t  him t e ll i n  a p a r a g raph how h e  fe e l s about 

the way p e ople have made u s e  o f  G o d ' s  g ift s . 
At s om e  p o int a s k  s o m e  of the m t o  talk o r  w r it e  
about ou r r e s pons ibility in the u s e  of fo r e s t s , 
wate r ,  s c e n i c  b e auty,  m in e r a l s , s oi l ,  e t c . 
S o m e  of the s tu d e n t s  a r e  able t o  make s o m e  
p o int e d  ob s e r vat ions if the y  h a v e  b e en guid e d  in 
the i r  l e a rnin g  by a t e a che r who is c on s c ious 
that all thing s are G od ' s ,  and that the e a rth too 
i s  inc lu d e d  in the r e d e mptive p lan o f  G od ,  

U SING BU L LE T IN B OARDS 

One mo r e  a r e a  which w e  c an utiliz e to 
fo s t e r  ou r g oa l s  i s  the bulle t in b oa r d , T h i s  
t e a c hing a i d  i s  oft e n  n e g le c t e d  b e c au s e  i t  i s  t im e  
c on s um ing . H o w e v e r ,  it has m a n y  a d vantag e s . 
It may r e main in the r o o m  f o r  s e ve r a l  days , 
s e r ve a s  a c on s tant r e mind e r  of s o m e  c on c e p t  
w h i c h  w e  a r e  s t r iving t o  c o mmun i c at e , a n d  b e  
r e fe r r e d  t o  by t e a c h e r and pup ils a s  t h e y  le a r n .  
F o r  the s e  r e a s on s  the bu l l e t in b o a r d  mu s t  t e a c h  
that which r e info r c e s  our main obj e c t ive . W hat 
c an w e  hope t o  c om muni c a t e  by s uc h  t itle s on 
our bull e t in b oa r d s  a s ,  " Ind ians " ,  " T he C en t r a l  
State s " ,  " T he W e s tw a r d  Move ment " ,  " S w i t z e r ­
land " ? J u s t  a s  w e  t e l l  c hild r e n  why w e  a r e  
s tu d ying a g iven le s s on ,  w e  a l s o mu s t  l e t  the m 
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kno w  what thi s  bu l l e t in b o a r d  t e lls  us ab out our 

r e lations hip t o  G od .  Ou r t it l e s then m ight be 

for a d i s p lay o n  the b i r th o f  ou r nation, "A· Nat ion 

B o r n U nd e r  G od " . Anoth e r  d i s p lay may fe a ­

tu r e  the s e  w o r d s ,  " G o d  G ive s ,  Man U s e s " . An­

othe r may b e  in qu e s t ion fo r m ,  " H ow A r e  T he s e  

P e op � e  U s ing G o d ' s G ift s ? "  A c on s e rvat ion 

unit m i g ht inc lu d e  a bull e t in b oa r d  w it h  p i c tu r e s 

of the flo r a  and fauna of an a r e a  w ith the title , 

" H o w  C an W e  H e lp P r e s e r ve G od ' s G ift s ? "  

W ouldn ' t  it  b e  w e ll t o  p i c tu r e  p e op l e  of a c oun ­

t r y  o r  a r e a  and a s k  the que s t ion on the bu lletin 

b o a r d ,  " D o  T he s e  Know J e hovah ? " 

W e  have only t o u c h e d  on thi s whole qu e s -
. 

t i on of w hat C h r i s tian t e a c hing involv e s in the 

a r e a  of g e o g r aphy and hi s t o r y .  T he p r ofe s s o r 

in o u r  s e c u la r  unive r s it y  t e ll s  u s  that w e  have 

g r o s s ly n e g le c t e d  the s tudy of man in S o c ia l  

S t u d i e s .  N o  d oubt he i s  r ig ht ,  b u t  he ha s l e ft 

o u r  g r e at e s t  ne g l e c t  untouche d .  W e  have ne ­

g le c t e d  the s tu d y  of G o d .  

L e s t  s o me one s h ould think I a m  not int e r ­

e s t e d  in the volu m e  o f  mate r ia l  w e  a r e  exp e c t e d  

t o  t e a c h  i n  h i s t o r y  and g e o g r aphy, I w ill a d d  

j u s t  a w o r d  about tha t .  

W e  know that s ubj e c t s  have b e e n  a d d e d t o  

t h e  c u r r i c u lu m  and none have b e e n  d e le t e d ,  

H o w  d o  w e  c op e  w ith thi s s ituation ? Many 
s c h o o l s  have a d op t e d  the fu s e d  p r o g ram known 

as S o c ia l  S t u d i e s .  N e c e s s it y  s e e m s  t o  d i c t a t e  

t o  u s  thi s matte r .  H o w e ve r ,  the r e  is  t h i s  c o n ­
s id e r at ion , C hild r e n  i n  t h e  inte r me d iate g r a d e s 
a r e  int e n s e ly int e r e s t e d  in hi s t o r y .  May w e  ig ­

no r e  this int e r e s t ,  o r  s hould w e  c a p italiz e on 
this " bu i lt in " mot ivat ion ? A d d e d  t o  thi s , the r e  
a r e  valu e s  i n  t e a ching hi s t o r y  t o  the s e  child r e n  
which w e  may n o t  ne g l e c t ,  and which will  b e  
mo r e  d iffi c u lt t o  d o  i n  a fu s e d  p r o g r am .  I s  
the r e  a p o s s ib ility that w e  ke e p  g e og r aphy a s  a 

s e p a r at e  d i s c ip line and in a d d ition c a r r y  out two 
o r  thr e e  w e ll d e v e l o p e d  unit s in his t o r y ? It ap ­
p e a r s thi s c ould be done ve r y  w e ll in Ame r i c an 
h i s t o r y .  H i s t o r y  is s o  imp o r tant b e c au s e  the r e  
a r e  abiding s p i r itual le s s on s  which w e  a s  C h r is ­
tian t e a c he r s  a r e  bound to unfold to the s tu ­
d e nt s . In hi s t o r y ,  p e rhap s a s  in no othe r s ub ­
j e c t ,  w e  c o m e  t o  s e e  that Safan p e r p e tually hin ,.. 
d e r s  the p r og r e s s of G od ' s  king d o m ,  but 
C h r i s t ' s king d o m  t r iumphs ove r this opp o s ition , 
J u d g m e nt and national r u in fall upon the nation 
or p e op l e  that violate His r u l e s and p e r s e c u t e  
H i s  C hu r c h ,  L e t ' s g iv e  s e r iou s c on s ide rat ion 
t o  expl o r �ng the p o s s ibility of ke e p ing his t o r y  
a n d  g e o g r aphy i n  the c u r r i c u lum of t h e  mid dle 
g r a d e s .  


